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Douglas Bosco, Chair          May 2,  2012 
Attn: Jeff Melby 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Chair Bosco, 
 
The Bay Area Ridge Trail Council (Council) is creating an uninterrupted 550+ mile multi-use path on the 
ridgelines around San Francisco Bay and over 335 miles are now dedicated to enjoy today and protected for 
future generations. 
 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is working to acquire the Nolan Ranch, the one remaining gap between Joseph 
Grant County Park and the UC Lick Observatory property, in northern Santa Clara County.  Acquisition of 
Nolan Ranch will preserve over 1100 acres of important habitat (including a portion of the Alameda Creek 
watershed), and promote future public access from Grant Park to Mt Hamilton via recreational trails. 
 
The Council supports TNC’s request for funding to acquire Nolan Ranch, in particular due to the potential to 
connect from the existing, dedicated Ridge Trail in Grant Park to Mt Hamilton’s summit.  This connection 
would provide adventurous park visitors with some of the best views to be found in central California. 
 
TNC, with the Coastal Conservancy’s help, and partnership with the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission, Santa Clara County Parks, and the Moore Foundation, is ensuring permanent preservation of 
Nolan Ranch.  We fully support TNC’s request for funding to complete this acquisition. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bern Smith, South Bay Trail Director 
Bay Area Ridge Trail Council 
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San Francisco 
Water Power Sewer 

1145 Market Street, 4th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

T 415.554.3271 

F 415.934.5770 

Operator of the Hetch Hetchy Regional Water System 

Natural Resources and Lands Management Division 

April 25, 2012 

Douglas Bosco 
Chairman 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

Dear Chair Bosco, 

The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission is pleased to submit this letter 
of support for The Nature Conservancy's grant request for partial funding to 
acquire the 1,157 acre Nolan Ranch property located on Mt. Hamilton, in Santa 
Clara County. 

This protection effort led by the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, 
Santa Clara County Parks and The Nature Conservancy will preserve critical 
habitat for plant and wildlife communities and will protect watersheds and 
water quality while enabling compatible public access. The purchase of the 
Nolan Ranch will expand an existing network of protected lands that stretches 
nearly 70 miles from Pleasanton to Pacheco Pass and will enable existing trails 
located on and across Grant County Park, including the Bay Area Ridge Trail, 
to link with Mount Hamilton. For these reasons, I support the acquisition of this 
unique property. 

I appreciate your consideration of this grant proposal. If you have any 
questions, please contact Carla Schuitheis at (415) 554-1558 or 
cschultheis@sfwater.org. 

Edwin M. Lee 
Mayor 

Sincerely, Anson Moran 
President 

Art Torres 
Vice President 

Division Manager 
Water Enterprise 

Ann Moller Caen 
Commissioner 

Francesca Vietor 
Commissioner 

Cc: Jeff Melby, Coastal Conservancy 
Vince Courtney 

Commissioner 

Ed Harrington 
General Manager 

Services ofthe San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
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