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April 20, 2012 

Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

Ca lifornia Coastal Conservancy 

IJ 30 Rroadway, 13th Fl oor 

Oakland , CA 94612 

Re: SUppOI't fo r Elkhorn Slough Tidal Marsh Enhancement Project on Mio hoto Ranch 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

I am writing to expr ss my support for the proposed fun ding uf$ 600,000 from the Cal ifornia Coastal 

Conservancy to the Elkhorn Slough FOlllldation to restore the tida l marshes on a 35 acre area con nected to 

the Minhoto Ranch. 

Th e Fl khorn Slough estualY, containing Cal i forn ia' s 'econd largest tract of salt marsh, has decreased by fi fty 

perc ~n t over the past 70 years. This Joss of habitat i ~ a resul t of d iking and draining. increased t idal fl ooding 

that "drowns" the vegetation, and bank erosion Ihat ca uses the marsh to collapse into the channe l. Action is 

necessary to prevent future losses or U1i s hab it at. 

Thl' proposed project aims to dcmonstrate the bene fi cial reuse of sed iment from the Pajaro River as a 

strategy to correct imbalanced physical processes. Santa CruE County will be conducting a maj or proj ect to 

increase capacity of the Pajaro River channel to reduce the chance of flooding. The convergence of interes ts 

between the County' s need for channel management and the potentia l benefi cial usc of the sed iments, those 

certified as meeting EPA standards , for restoring marshes in the slough is completely ill line with the 

problem-solving approach we believe in. T he project w illllcc'ur on the Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine 

Research Reserve, which facilities host 40 ,000 visitors each yea r. 

Conservation funds will be matched by $822 ,000 from the Department of Water Resources and $850,000 

from the Army Corps. T he Elkhorn Slough Foundatioll is wu rk ing to secure an adLli tional $" 50,000 to full_ 

fUlld their project. 

I strongly encourage your board to support this project. Thank you for your considl' ration. 

RECEIVED 
Senatol', 15 111 District 

APR 27 ZOlZ 
COASTAL CONSERVANCY 

OAKLAND, CALIF 
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April 25, 2012 

Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re: Support for the Elkhorn Slough Foundation's proposal to the CA Coastal 
Conservancy  
  
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 

I am writing to support funding from the California Coastal Conservancy to the 
Elkhorn Slough Foundation for the preparation for continued efforts to restore tidal 
marsh and connected uplands in Elkhorn Slough. 
 

The Elkhorn Slough estuary, containing California’s second largest tract of salt marsh, is 
facing unprecedented rates of tidal wetland loss and degradation. Fifty percent of the 
tidal salt marsh in Elkhorn Slough has been lost in the past 70 years. This habitat loss is 
a result of diking and draining, increased tidal flooding that “drowns” the vegetation, 
and bank erosion that causes the marsh to collapse into the channel. Scientists are 
predicting that the dramatic rates of tidal wetland loss and degradation in Elkhorn 
Slough will continue in the near future if no management actions are taken. 
 

Staff from the Central Coast Wetlands Group have participated in the planning efforts 
that have led to the drafting of the Elkhorn Slough Tidal Wetland Project Strategic Plan 
and are now working to assist the Foundation in the implementation of projects 
described within that document.  CCWG is also working collaboratively with ESF 
within the adjacent Moro Cojo Slough and our efforts to implement the Moro Cojo 
Management and Enhancement Plan will benefit from ESF’s continued success at 
restoring tidal salt marsh in the Elkhorn Slough. 
 

We support Elkhorn Slough Foundations continued efforts to manage and restore the 
resources of the Slough. 
 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Ross Clark 

Director, Central Coast Wetlands Group 

Moss Landing Marine Labs 

               Moss Landing Marine Labs    (831) 771-4463     www.centralcoastwetlands.org 

 

To coordinate the advancement of wetland science and management on the Central Coast 

Central Coast Wetlands 

Group 
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http://www.elkhornslough.org/tidalwetland/strategic_plan.htm
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