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visit our website at:   www.matilija-coalition.org 
 

Surfrider Foundation 

Ventura County Chapter – Matilija Coalition 
PO Box 1028, Ventura, CA 93002 

(805) 667-2222      www.matilija-coalition.org 
 
 
 
 
Douglas Bosco 
Chairman of the Board 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE: Ojai Valley Land Conservancy’s “Education and Conservation Center” 

  
Dear Chair Bosco, 
 
I am writing in support of the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy’s Education and 
Conservation Center grant proposal.   The development of an Education and 
Conservation Center at the OVLC’s Ventura River Steelhead Preserve would 
enhance the recreational and educational opportunities available for Ventura 
County residents.  In addition to the hundreds of school children served every 
year in OVLC’s environmental education program, the Education and 
Conservation Center would benefit area adults as well by hosting OVLC’s well-
liked “Wild about Ojai” community education series, and other community 
conservation and education activities. 
  
The Education and Conservation Center would help advance the vision of a 
Ventura River Parkway, promote research on riparian ecology and climate 
change adaptation, and also help advance conservation of habitat for numerous 
rare, threatened and endangered species including the southern California 
steelhead.  We appreciate the Coastal Conservancy’s past support for critical 
habitat acquisition projects on the Ventura River, and its role in the Matilija Dam 
removal project.  We encourage the Coastal Conservancy to look favorably on 
the OVLC’s Education and Conservation Center proposal, which would help 
advance both of these efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
A. Paul Jenkin, M.S. 
 
Coordinator, Matilija Coalition 
Environmental Director, Surfrider Foundation, Ventura County Chapter  
(805) 648-4005  paul@matilija-coalition.org 
 
cc Sam Jenniches, Project Manager 
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