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October 30, 2008

Sam Schuchat
Executive Officer
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13thFloor
Oakland, California 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Schuchat:

I am writing to support the cooperative efforts of the California State Coastal
Conservancy, National Marine Fisheries Service, Planning and Conservation League Foundation,
and California American Water to implement the Carmel River Reroute and Dam Removal
Project.

Removal of the San Clemente Dam would provide numerous benefits to the public and
environment. The project would eliminate the public safety risk posed by the potential collapse
of the dam. It would also reduce erosion and associated damages to private properties and
infrastructure along the Carmel River. Removal of the dam would restore vital habitat for
threatened steelhead trout, California red-legged frogs, and other species. Furthermore, it would
establish a contiguous connection between Garland Regional Park and San Clemente Open
Space, establishing over 5400 acres of uninterrupted parkland for recreational use.

This project is a remarkable example of how public and private entities can work together
to address challenges in water management and environmental protection. I fully support your
efforts to secure funding for this project and complete implementation in a timely fashion.
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1700 MONTGOMERY STREET
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(415) 403-0100
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WASHINGTON, DC 20515-0517

(202) 225-2861
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DRUG ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES

HOMELAND SECURITY

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VETERANS' AFFAIRS,
AND RELATED AGENCIES

CO-CHAIR, CONGRESSIONAL ORGANIC CAUCUS

CO-CHAIR, CONGRESSIONAL TRAVEL AND
TOURISM CAUCUS
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SALINAS, CA 93901

(831) 424--2229

701 OCEAN STREET

ROOM 318

SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060

(831) 429-1976

www.farr.house.gov

CO-CHAIR, HOUSE OCEANS CAUCUS

October 27,2008

Sam Schuchat
Executive Director

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, California 94612

Dear Sam,

I am writing to express my support of the California State Coastal Conservancy's efforts
to obtain funding for the removal of the San Clemente Dam on the Carmel River in
Monterey County, California.

The Carmel River provides essential habitat for federally-threatened steelhead and
California red-legged frog, which will both benefit by the removal of the dam. The
Carmel River Reroute and Dam Removal Project (CRRDR) represents an extraordinary
opportunity for public and private interests to work together to remove an unsafe dam and
initiate a watershed restoration process that will bring this river back to life.

I am confident the Coastal Conservancy, working in conjunction with California
American Water and the other project partners, can carry out this project successfully and
therefore, wish to support your efforts to obtain funding for this important project. Thank
you for your time and attention to this matter.

a
Member of Congre

SF/aa
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COAS1ALCONSERVANCY
OAKLAND,CAUF.
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United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office 

2493 Portola Road, Suite B 
Ventura, California 93003 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
81440-2011-CPA-OI07 

April 27, 2011 

Doug Bosco, Chair 
c/o Trish Chapman 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, California 94612 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) encourages the California Coastal Conservancy 
(CCC) to approve the $4.5 million in funding for the construction phase of the San Clemente 
Dam (dam) removal project (project). In addition, we encourage the Wildlife Conservation 
Board (WCB) to approve the $7 million in funding for the construction phase of the project. The 
project would re-route an approximately O.S-mile portion of the Carmel River via San Clemente 
Creek to create a permanent disposal area for sediments that have accumulated in the dam 
reservoir. The approximate O.S-mile re-route through San Clemente Creek would enable passage 
by federally threatened adult and juvenile steelhead (Oncorhynchus spp.); thus, providing up to 
25 miles ofadditional spawning and rearing habitat for the species. The project would also 
provide benefits to the federally threatened California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii) through 
habitat enhancement and elimination of the reservoir pool, a known breeding location for non­
native bullfrogs (Rana catesbeiana). 

For a species such as the California red-legged frog to disperse beyond the dam (i.e., upstream or 
downstream), an individual must ascend or descend extremely steep slopes on either river bank 
adjacent to either dam abutment. Even in the unlikely event that an individual California red­
legged frog is able to negotiate this slope, its exposure to predation is greatly increased during 
this movement. Although dispersal of individual California red-legged frogs in the project area 
has not been rigorously studied, it is reasonable to conclude that a structure such as the San 
Clemente Dam poses a substantial barrier to dispersal. Removal of the dam would allow 
California red-legged frogs to freely disperse upstream and downstream at what is now a likely 
barrier for the species. 

The dam's reservoir pool is a source of bullfrog breeding due to the permanent aquatic breeding 
conditions that the pool provides. The Service considers the proliferation of bullfrog populations 
along the central California coast (e.g., Monterey County) to be a substantial threat to the 
persistence of the California red-legged frog in this area. The project would eliminate the 
reservoir pool (bullfrog breeding habitat) and return the reach ofthe Carmel River that would 
merge with San Clemente Creek to a natural, free-flowing state. Free-flowing reaches of the 
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2 Doug Bosco 

Carmel River upstream and downstream of the project area meander seasonally, and periodically 
create off-channel pools and backwater areas. These features support high-quality breeding 
habitat for the California red-legged frog and the Service believes that returning the project area 
to a free-flowing state would enable this reach of the Carmel River to eventually function 
similarly for the subspecies. 

The Service encourages the CCC and WCB to approve $4.5 million and $7 million, respectively, 
in funding to support the construction phase of the project. The project would provide several 
conservation benefits for steelhead and California red-legged frogs. If you have any questions 
regarding our support of this important restoration project, please contact Chad Mitcham ofmy 
staff at (805) 512-6805. 

Sincerely, 

Diane K. N oda 
Field Supervisor 

cc; 

John Donnelly, Wildlife Conservation Board 
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April 25, 2011 
 
 
Doug Bosco, Chair, 
California Coastal Conservancy 
Attention:  Trish Chapman 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA  94612  
 
and  
 
John Donnelly, Executive Officer, 
Wildlife Conservation Board 
Attention: Peter Perrine 
1807 13th Street, Suite 103 
Sacramento, CA  95811 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco and Mr. Donnelly, 
 
The National Wildlife Federation, on behalf of its 140,000 members in California strongly 
recommends that the California Coastal Conservancy and the Wildlife Conservation Board 
approve funds needed for the removal of San Clemente Dam on the Carmel River. 
 
The Carmel River represents one of the best opportunities for river restoration on California’s 
Central Coast.  San Clemente Dam is a major barrier to threatened steelhead trout, which have 
significant natural spawning habitat and natural rearing habitat located above the dam.  
Essentially all of the steelhead spawning habitat in the river exists above San Clemente Dam 
which is located 18.5 miles upstream of the mouth.  
 
Removing the San Clemente Dam will help to re-establish a healthy connection between the 
lower Carmel River and the watershed above the dam and improve habitat for threatened red-
legged frogs. It will also expand public recreation by preserving over 900 acres of coastal 
watershed lands, resulting in over 5400 acres of contiguous regional park land. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Les Welsh 
Pacific Regional Representative, 
National Wildlife Federation 

National Wildlife Federation 
 

Pacific Region – Seattle Office 
6 Nickerson Street, Suite 200    Seattle, Washington, 98109 
(206) 285-8707    Fax: (206) 285-8698    www.nwf.org   
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July 12, 2012 
 
Doug Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
Please accept this letter of support from the Carmel River Watershed Conservancy for the 
Coastal Conservancy's staff recommendation for approval of a grant of up to $32 million to 
California American Water for implementation of the San Clemente Dam Removal Project. 
 
This public-private project with California American Water is a remarkable example of how 
public and private entities can work together to address challenges in water management and 
environmental protection.   The Conservancy’s authorization to enter into a grant agreement with 
California American Water to allow public funds to be used for initiating construction on the 
project will solidify the public commitment to the project and allow it to be implemented without 
further delay.   
 
Removal of the San Clemente Dam will provide numerous benefits to the public and the 
environment. The project will eliminate the public safety risk posed by the potential collapse of 
the dam. It will also reduce erosion and associated damages to private properties and 
infrastructure along the Carmel River. Removal of the dam would restore vital habitat for 
federally threatened steelhead trout, California red-legged frogs, and other species. Furthermore, 
it will transfer approximately 900 acres of land to the Bureau of Land Management for open 
space purposes, establishing over 5400 acres of uninterrupted parkland for recreational use.   
 
The Carmel River Watershed Coastal Conservancy strongly supports your approval of this grant 
to California-American Water Company. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Lorin Letendre 
President 
Carmel River Watershed Conservancy 
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From: roy thomas
To: tchapman@scc.ca.gov
Subject: Comments on Conservancy Role in San Clemente Dam Removal
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:39:30 PM

Doug Bosco
Chair, State Coastal Conservancy
 

Dear Mr. Bosco;
 

The State Coastal Conservancy should make sure that
the valuable bed load (sand, gravel, cobble and
boulders) that is to be stored away from riverflow can
still be accessed in the future.  This valuable river
commodity has been lost to the riperian community and
the beaches since San Clemente Dam was built.  It
should be made accessible for controlled releases to
feed the river and the beaches.  Los Padres Dam is still
intercepting most of the river's bed load.  As I
understand it, no provisions or planning to accomplish
this goal is in the plan.
 

Sincerely,
 

Roy Lincoln Thomas 
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