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RE: Elkhorn Slough Foundation’s Whistlestop Levee Repair and Public Access Improvement
Project

Dear Chairman Bosco:

| am writing in support of the proposal by the Ellkhorn Slough Foundation, *“Whistlestop
l.evee Repair and Public Access Improvement Project” that is being submitted to the California
State Coastal Conservancy for project funding.

The proposed project would result in the reconstruction of an unsafe trail facility to
protect and enhance public access to Elkhorn Slough; enhance 13 acres of intertidal coastal
wetlands; facilitate wildlife movement in Elkhorn Slough by removing culverts that act as
barriers to fish passage; and improve water quality inside Whistlestop Lagoon. There is a
pressing need to address the failed culverts at Whistlestop, both in terms of public access and
estuarine health, and Conservancy funds would leverage funds already committed by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Restoration Center,

Elkhorn Slough harbors the largest tract of tidal salt marsh in California south of San
Francisco Bay. This ecological treasure at the center ot the Monterey Bay coastline provides
habitat for hundreds of species of plants and animals and is a destination point for many residents
and visitors to the area seeking educational and recreational opportunities. The project site, on
the Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve, serves as a popular public trail and as
estuarine habitat, but both functions are impaired by the failing levee and culvert system.

The Elkhorn Slough Foundation and the Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research
Reserve are at the forefront of a conservation science, management, and education. They are
uniquely poised to quickly implement their proposal.
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This project represents a good opportunity to improve both coastal habitat and protect
threatened public access at Elkhorn Slough. I urge support of this important community project.

Sincerely,

; “ARR
Member of Congres
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