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June 21, 2012 

Mr. Douglas Bosco 

Chairman 

State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 

O<ikhlci, a!ifc;-ni~ 94612.. 2530 


RE: Elkhorn Slough Foundation ' s WhistJcstop Levee Repair and Public Access Improvement 
Proj ect ' 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

I am writing in support of the proposal by the Elkhorn Slough Foundation, "Whistlestop 
l.l;Ve( Repair and Public Access Improvement Project" that is being submitted to the California 
State Coastal Conservancy for project funding. 

The proposed project would result in the reconstruction of an unsafe trail facility to 
protect and enhance public access to Elkhorn Slough; enhance 13 acres of intertidal coastal 
wetlands; facilitate wildlife movement in Elkhorn Slough by removing culverts that act as 
baITiers to fish passage; and improve water quality inside Whistlestop Lagoon. There is a 
pressing need to address the fa i led culverts at Whistlestop, both in terms of public access and 
estuarine health , and Conservancy funds would leverage funds already committed by the 

ational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Restoration Center. 

Elkhorn Slough harbors the largest tract of tidal salt marsh in California south of San 
f rancisco Bay. This ecological treasure at the center of the Monterey Bay coastline provides 
habitat for hundreds of species of plants and animals and is a destination point for many residents 
and visitors to the area seeking educational and recreational opportunities. The project site, on 
the Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve, serves as a popular public trail and as 
estuarine habitat, but both functions are impaired by the failing levee and culvert system. 

The Elkhorn Slough Foundation and the Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research 
Reserve are at the forefront of a conservation science, managcmt:nt, and education. They are 
uniquely poised to quickly implement their proposal. 
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T hi s project represents a good opportunity to improve both coastal habitat and protect 
threatened public access at Elkhorn Slough. r urge support of this important community project. 

Member of Congres 

SF/bv 
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April 20, 20 12 

Douglas l:3 osco , Chairman 

Califo rnia Coasta l Conse rvancy 

131 0 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland. CA 94612 

Re: Whistlestop Levee Repair' and Public Access Im pro emcn t Pr'oject 

Dea r Mr. Bosco: 

I would like to express my support of the Elkhom S lou oh I'ou nd atio n' !> rcqul'st 01' $404,000 in fundi ng 

h om the Ca lifornia Coasta l Conserva ncy to complete the Whistles top I.t vee Repair and Pu blic Access 

Improve ment Proj ec t. 

The proposed project wou ld result in several improvements such a.~ the reconstruct ion oran unsafe [ra il 

facility to protect and enhance public access to 1-: lkholl1 S lough . Additionally, it would enhancl:: 13 acres 

of intertidal coastal v. ctland s, t~lcilitate wil d life movement in El kh orn Slough by removing cul ve rt s that 

ac t as barri ers to fish passage, and would improve water qual ity in side Whi tlestop Lagoon. These actions 

would enhance public access , provide habitat fo r hundreds of species of plunts and ani mals, and improve 

overa ll estuarine health 

Elkhorn Slough harbors the largest tract of tida l sa lt marsh in Cal ifornia south o f San Francisco Bay, and 

serves as a destination point for many residents and vis ito rs to the area seek ing educational and 

recreational opportunities . The proj ect si te, on the El" horn Slough Nationa l Es tuari ne Research Rese rve, 
:;crves as a popular public trail and as estuarine habitat, but both function s are impaired by the fa il ing 

levee and clli vert system. 

The Co nservancy's commitment s of funds would leverage fu nds already cOlllmi tted by the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Admini stra tion's Restoration Center. 

I urge your investment of thi s importclll t commun it proj ect. Your considerati on is deeply appreciated. 

Senator, 15111 Di ·trict RECEVED 
APR 27 201Z 

COASTAL CONSEAVANC 
OAKLAND, CALIF 
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April 23, 2012 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 
Ca l ifornia Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th flo or 

Oakland. CA 94612 

Dear Chair Bosco: 

This letter is to express my support for the E lk horn S lough Foundat ion' s application for 
$404,000 from the California State Coastal Conservuncy to funJ the Whistlestop Levee Repair 
and Public Access Improvement Project. 

The Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve is a popular public trail and estuarine 
habitat but the fail ing levee and culvert system hinders access to the Re 'erve and is damaging 
habitat. Funds from the Coastal Conservancy wou ld su pport the reconstruction of a trail that 
would protect the Reserve, as well as increase publ ic access : restore the health of the ecosystem 
on the 13 acres of intertidal coastal wetlands; faci litate \",'ildlife movement in El khorn Slough by 
removing culverts that act as barriers to fish : and improve: water quali ty inside W hist!estop 
Lagoon. 

he Elkhorn S lough Foundation is committeu to the conservation an j res toration of the Elkhorn 
Slough and has a history of successfully complet ing ~;]ougb enhancement projects. T he 
Whistlestop Levee Repair and Public Access Improvement P roject wi ll improve coastal habitat 
and public access to Elkhorn Slough, and I respectfull y request your favorable consideration of 
tbe Elkhorn Sl ough Foundat io n' s applical ion lo r l'unJi llg from the Ca litornia , tate Coastal 
Conservancy to support tbe Whi stles top Levee Repa ir and Pu bl ic Access Improvement Project. 
Should you have any questions regarding my support , please contact me at (831) 649-2R32. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincere ly, 

WI L LIA M W. MON 'I G EIVED 
Assemblvmember, 27111 District APR 26 2012 
WWM :nw COASTAL CONSERVANCY 

OAKLAND, CALIF. 
Prmted on Recydttd Paper 
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State of California -The Natural Resources Agency EDMUND G. BROWN JR. , Governor 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME CHARL TON H. BONHAM, Director 
1416 9th Street 
Sacramento , CA 95814 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov 

April 20, 2012 

Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

Re: Support for the Elkhorn Slough Foundation's proposal lor the Elkhorn Slough Tidal Ma rsh 
Enhancement Proj ect 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

This letter is being written to support the 'Whistlestop Levee Repair and Pu blic Access 
Improvement Projec t" that is being submitted to the California tate Coastal Conservancy by 
the Elkhorn Slough Foundation for funding. The Depmtmcnt of Fish and Game is the manager of 
the Reserve. This facility hosts over 40,000 v isitors a year from around the world. 

The Foundation proposes to reconstruct an unsafe trai l facility that crosses over the Whistl estop 
Lagoon. The proposed project will enhance public access to the natural resources of the Elkhorn 
Slough, eliminate a barrier to fish passage, improve water quality in the W histlestop Lagoon, and 
enhance 13 acres of intertidal coastal wetlands. Conservanc funds would Ie crag funds already 
committed by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad ministration's Rcstoration enter. 

Elkhorn Slough is an ecological treasure that pro ides habitat for hundreds of'pecies of plants 

and animals and is a destination point for many res idents and isitors to the area seek ing 

educational and recreational opportunities. T he projc~t si te is a popular public trail giving access 

to Hummingbird Island, a key destination site on the Reservc. Currentl y, this path is unsafe d ue 

to the failing levee. 

The Elkhorn Slough Foundation is our working partner at the Reserve and is well quali fi d to 
administer this grant and meet the project goals while implementing their proposal. 

We urge the support of this important public ace ss proj ect. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~ 
Dave Feliz ECEIVED 
Reserve Manager APR L4 ZOll 

COASTAL CONSERVANCY 
OAKLAND, CALIF 

Conserving Ca(ijornia 's Wi(dJije Since 1870 
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United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE ERVI E 
Ventura Fish and Wi ld li fe Office 

2493 Portola Road, Suite B 
Ventura, Cali fornia 93003 

IN REPLY REFER TO 
08EVENOO-20 12-8-0134 

April 27, 2012 

Douglas Bosco, Chaimlan 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oak land, Cal i fornia 94612 

Subject: 	 Support for the Elkhorn SI ugh Foundation's Proposal to the Cal ifornia Coastal 
Conservancy fo r the Whist lestop Levee Repajr and Public Access Improvement 
P roject, Monterey County, California 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

I am writing to express the U.S. Fi ' h and Wildlife S rvicc ' s (Service) support for the Cali fornia 
-Coastal Conservancy funding the · Ikhorn Slough Foundation's subject proj ct. The requested 
funds would support: 1) reconstruction of an unsafe trail facility to protect and enhance public 
access to the Elkhorn Slough· 2) enhancement of J3 acres of intertidal coastal wetlands; 3) 
replacement of failed cui verts with a new bridg to improve water quality and fi sh passage; and 
4) relocation of an existing dock to deeper wat r to decrease impact on mudflat habitat. 

Elkhorn Slough harbors the largest tract of tidal salt marsh in Cali fo rnia south of San Francisco 
Bay. Elkhorn Slough provides habitat for hundreds of sp cies of pl ants and animals and is a 
destination point for many residents and vi si tor to the area seekjng educational and recreational 
opportunities. The project site, on the Elkhorn Slough National Estuarin Research Reserve, 
serves as a popular public trai l and as estuarine habitat. but both functions are impaired by the 
currently failing levee and culvert system. 

The Elkhorn Slough Foundat ion and the Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve 
are at the forefront of conservation science, management, and education. They are uniquely 
poised to quick ly implement the subject project. This project represents a good opportuni ty to 
improve threatened coastal wetland habitats while protecting public access at Elkhorn Slough. 
We encourage your support of the Elkhorn Slough ' s Wh istleslop projed , in part because it 
maintains and improves opportunities for connecting people with nature, an important national 
priority for the Service, whi le also improving habitats for native wildlife and plants 

The Service's Coasta l Program on the entra l Califomia Coast has developed a strategic plan to 
help guide and focus our habitat conservation efforts hil also broadening and strengthening 
partnerships over the next 5 years. The Elkhorn Slough's Whistlestop project falls within the 
Coastal Program' s Monterey Bay Focus Area and the wetland habitat impr vements associated 
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2 Douglas Bosco 

with the project are specifically identitied as a priority within the strategic plan. To achieve our 
strategic goals, we aim to provide technical assi stance and other support to our partners, 
including the Elkhorn Slough Foundation, to facilitate and support implementation of priority 
habitat restoration for, and long-term cons rvation of. the Service' s trust species in the region. 
The subject project directly supports these object ives. If you have any q u stions or would like 
more information about our support of these effi.)fts, please contact Shawn Milar of my . taff at 
(83 J) 648-0623. 

Sincerely, 

Diane K. Noda 
Field Supervi 'or 

CEIV 0 
MAY n2 2012 

COASTAL CONSERVANC 
OAKLAND, CALIF. 
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