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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

September 24, 2012

Douglas H. Bosco
Chairman
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th floor
Oakland, CA 94612
Re: Humboldt Bay Sea Level Rise Adaptation Plan

Dear Chairman Bosco,

The NOAA Restoration Center’s Arcata Office wishes to express its support for a Conservancy grant to
the Coastal Ecosystems Institute of Northern California to fund a sea level rise (SLR) vulnerability
assessment and adaptation plan for the Humboldt Bay region. Plan preparation would be overseen by a
SIR adaptation working group consisting of the Cities of Arcata and Eureka, the County, and the Harbor
District as well as the Wiyot Tribe, the Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge, the Department of Fish
and Game, and other land management and regulatory agencies around the Bay. The Plan will help the
region’s communities develop and implement strategies to preserve environmental and economic
resources in the face of SLR and future development. SLR adaptation planning will be critical to future
wetland restoration projects. Restored wetlands will need to be designed to adapt to ongoing sea level
rise, and it will be important to plan for upland migration of Humboldt Bay’s wetlands to the extent
feasible.

The Humboldt Bay region will be severely impacted by SLR. Vulnerable resources, land uses and
infrastructure vulnerable include coastal marshes, agricultural lands, wastewater treatment plants,
Highway 101, and commercial and residential areas. Inundation of some areas adjacent to Humboldt
Bay already occurs periodically when severe storms and king high tides coincide. In order to minimize
impacts to natural resources and human communities, it is essential to begin planning to adapt to SLR as
soon as possible. Without advance planning, projected changes could lead to devastating losses of
species and ecological functions, as well as hundreds of millions of dollars of direct damages and lost
infrastructure and economic productivity.

We respectfully urge you to support this important project.

Sincerely,

Bob Pagliuco
Habitat Restoration Specialist
NOAA Restoration Center
1655 Heindon Road
Arcata, CA 95519
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	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   217	  E	  Street	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Eureka,	  CA	  95501	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   September	  26,	  2012	  
Douglas	  H.	  Bosco	  
Chairman	  
California	  Coastal	  Conservancy	  
1330	  Broadway,	  13th	  floor	  
Oakland,	  CA	  94612	  
Re:	  Humboldt	  Bay	  Sea	  Level	  Rise	  Adaptation	  Plan	  

Dear	  Chairman	  Bosco,	  

On	  behalf	  of	  Humboldt	  Baykeeper,	  I	  am	  writing	  to	  express	  support	  for	  a	  Conservancy	  grant	  to	  the	  
Coastal	  Ecosystems	  Institute	  of	  Northern	  California	  to	  fund	  a	  sea	  level	  rise	  (SLR)	  vulnerability	  assessment	  
and	  adaptation	  plan	  for	  the	  Humboldt	  Bay	  region.	  Humboldt	  Baykeeper	  works	  to	  safeguard	  our	  coastal	  
resources	  for	  the	  health,	  enjoyment,	  and	  economic	  strength	  of	  the	  Humboldt	  Bay	  community	  through	  
education,	  scientific	  research,	  and	  enforcement	  of	  laws	  to	  fight	  pollution.	  Humboldt	  Baykeeper	  
encourages	  local	  agencies	  to	  consider	  sea	  level	  rise	  in	  land	  use	  planning	  and	  permitting.	  	  Through	  our	  
work,	  we	  see	  that	  the	  need	  for	  a	  regional	  approach	  for	  addressing	  SLR	  has	  become	  increasingly	  clear.	  

The	  proposed	  adaptation	  plan	  is	  critical	  to	  help	  the	  region’s	  communities	  develop	  and	  implement	  
strategies	  to	  preserve	  environmental	  and	  economic	  resources	  in	  the	  face	  of	  SLR	  and	  future	  
development.	  

The	  Humboldt	  Bay	  region	  will	  be	  severely	  impacted	  by	  SLR.	  	  Coastal	  marshes,	  agricultural	  lands,	  State	  
Routes	  101	  and	  255,	  power	  generating	  plants	  and	  transmission	  lines,	  wastewater	  treatment	  plants,	  
municipal	  sewer	  and	  water	  lines,	  and	  many	  commercial	  and	  residential	  areas	  are	  all	  at	  risk.	  	  Inundation	  
already	  occurs	  periodically	  to	  areas	  adjacent	  to	  Humboldt	  Bay	  when	  severe	  storms	  and	  king	  high	  tides	  
coincide,	  and	  many	  miles	  of	  shoreline	  are	  vulnerable.	  It	  is	  essential	  that	  we	  begin	  planning	  to	  adapt	  to	  
SLR	  before	  it	  becomes	  an	  emergency.	  Without	  advance	  planning,	  projected	  changes	  could	  lead	  to	  
devastating	  losses	  of	  species	  and	  ecological	  functions,	  as	  well	  as	  hundreds	  of	  millions	  of	  dollars	  of	  direct	  
damages,	  lost	  infrastructure,	  and	  economic	  productivity.	  

We	  respectfully	  urge	  you	  to	  support	  this	  important	  project.	  

Sincerely,	  

	  

Jennifer	  Kalt,	  Policy	  Director	  
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WiyotTnoe

Douglas H. Bosco
Chairman
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th floor
Oakland, CA 94612

October 4, 2012

Re: Humboldt Bay Sea Level Rise Adaptation Plan

He' ba' 10' Chairman Bosco,

Since time immemorial, the Wiyot Tribe has depended on and provided stewardship of the waters of

Wigi, or Humboldt Bay. More recently, our Environmental Department actively collaborates with

multiple agencies committed to the restoration of this priceless resource. Therefore, we wish to express

our support for a Conservancy grant to the Coastal Ecosystems Institute of Northern California to fund a

sea level rise (SLR)vulnerability assessment and adaptation plan for the Humboldt Bay region. Plan

preparation would be overseen by a SLRadaptation working group consisting of the Cities of Arcata and

Eureka, the County, and the Harbor District, as well as the Wiyot Tribe, the Humboldt Bay National

Wildlife Refuge, the Department of Fish and Game, and other land management and regulatory agencies

around the Bay. The Plan will help the region's communities develop and implement strategies to

preserve environmental and economic resources in the face of SLRand future development.

The Humboldt Bay region will be severely impacted by SLR. Vulnerable resources, land uses and

infrastructure vulnerable include coastal marshes, agricultural iands, wastewater treatment plants,

Highway 101, and commercial and residential areas. Inundation of some areas adjacent to Humboldt

Bay already occurs periodically when severe storms and king high tides coincide. In order to minimize

impacts to natural resources and human communities, it is essential to begin planning to adapt to SLRas

soon as possible. Without advance planning, projected changes could lead to devastating losses of

species and ecoiogical functions, as well as hundreds of millions of dollars of direct damages and lost

infrastructure and economic productivity.

We respectfully urge you to support this important project.

~------------
Stephen Kullmann
Environmental Director

1000 Wiyot Drive. Loleta, California 95551 . (707) 733-5055 . (800) 388-7633 . FAX (707) 733-5601
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