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June 18, 2012 
 
 
 
Mr. Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA   94612-2530 
 
Subject: Sonoma Land Trust Sears Point Restoration Project Phase I Construction 
 
Dear Mr. Schuchat: 
 
I am writing to support the Sonoma Land Trust’s $965,000 grant request for the Sears Point Restoration 
Project (Project).  The Coastal Conservancy has been an integral partner since the Project’s inception by 
directing federal dollars toward the 2004 property acquisition and by directly supporting the restoration 
planning and environmental compliance with a grant beginning in 2007.  In 2012-2013, Sonoma Land 
Trust will break ground on Phase I of Project construction that will restore nearly 1,000 acres of tidal 
marsh, enhance seasonal wetlands across hundreds of acres, and provide new public access with a new 
2.5-mile segment of the Bay Trail.  Approval of this grant request will ensure that this important work will 
move forward.   
 
Tidal marsh restoration is essential to the recovery of endangered species and for the overall health of the 
Bay and the millions of California residents living on its shores.  Under projected sea level rise the critical 
role of marshes in buffering more intense and frequent storm surges, sequestering carbon, and filtering 
pollutants cannot be overstated.     
 
Sears Point Restoration Project is consistent with all the major conservation planning initiatives for the 
Bay and fulfills a goal of the 1999 Baylands Ecosystem Goals Report – the restoration of an uninterrupted 
swath of tidal marsh between the Petaluma River and Tolay Creek.   
 
I encourage you to approve this grant. Thank you for your serious consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
JARED HUFFMAN 
Assemblymember, 6th District 
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735 B Center Blvd 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
415-259-0334 phone 
415-259-0340 fax 
 
 
 
 
MANAGEMENT BOARD: 
 
Bay Area Audubon Council 
Bay Area Open Space Council 
Bay Planning Coalition 
Citizens Committee to 
   Complete the Refuge 
Ducks Unlimited 
National Audubon Society 
PRBO Conservation Science 
PG&E Corporation 
Save San Francisco Bay 
   Association 
Sierra Club 
The Bay Institute 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ex-Officio Members: 
 
Bay Conservation & 
    Development Commission 
California Department 
    of Fish and Game 
California Resources Agency 
Coastal Conservancy 
Coastal Region, Mosquito & 
   Vector Control District 
National Fish and Wildlife  
   Foundation  
National Marine Fisheries  
    Service 
Natural Resources  
   Conservation Service 
Regional Water Quality 
Control 
   Board, SF Bay Region  
San Francisco Estuary Project 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Environmental  
   Protection Agency 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
U.S. Geological Survey 
Wildlife Conservation Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June 28, 2012 
 
Mr. Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA   
94612‐2530 
 
Subject: Sonoma Land Trust Sears Point Restoration Project Phase I Construction 
 
Dear Sam, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the San Francisco Joint Venture (SFBJV) to in support of the 
Sonoma Land Trust’s $965,000 grant request for the Sears Point Restoration Project.  
 
Ensuring the completion of the restoration at this project site has been a priority of the 
SFBJV in San Pablo Bay, even before the Sonoma Land Trust (SLT} acquired the North Point 
and Dickson parcels in 2004 and combined them into the larger project. We recognize that 
the Coastal Conservancy has been an integral partner since the project’s inception, first in 
contributing to the property acquisition and, subsequently, by directly supporting the 
restoration planning and environmental compliance with a grant beginning in 2007.   
 
Now that the environmental compliance documentation is complete, SLT is planning to 
break ground for Phase 1 later in 2012 and into 2013. Phase 1 construction will restore 
nearly 1,000 acres of tidal marsh, enhance seasonal wetlands across hundreds of acres, and 
provide new public access with a new 2.5‐mile segment of the Bay Trail. 
 
Tidal marsh restoration is essential in the recovery of endangered species, for the large 
concentration of waterfowl and shorebirds that winter in and migrate through the Bay, and 
for the overall health of the Bay and the millions of California residents living on its shores.  
Under projected sea level rise the critical role of marshes in buffering more intense and 
frequent storm surge, sequestering carbon, and filtering pollutants cannot be overstated. 
The Sears Point Restoration Project represents a critical link to connecting the wetlands 
that ring San Pablo Bay. 
 
Importantly, the Sears Point Restoration Project is consistent with all the major 
conservation planning initiatives for the Bay, including the SFBJV Implementation Plan, 
Restoring the Estuary, and fulfills a goal of the 1999 Baylands Ecosystem Goals Report.   
 
The Conservancy’s continued support ensures that this important work will move forward. 
Since the SFBJV chair is on vacation, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
about the SFBJV support of this important project. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Beth Huning 
Coordinator 
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