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September 18, 2012 

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 

On behalf of the 13th Assembly District and San Francisco, I endorse the Exploratorium’s 

proposal to the California State Coastal Conservancy. The Exploratorium is a true educational 

resource for our city and state. By partnering with the Coastal Conservancy, the museum will 

invite millions of visitors each year to explore the San Francisco Bay and learn about current 

research and challenges facing the city’s great natural resource.  

 

During its planning process, the Exploratorium worked with the Port of San Francisco, the city, 

neighborhood groups, architects, engineers, and their staff to develop effective ways to 

incorporate the natural environment into its design. The team decided to refurbish the historic 

Pier 15 and include many energy efficient features – rooftop photovoltaic arrays, a bay water 

heating and cooling system, and rainwater collection cisterns. The building itself will serve as an 

exhibit to educate the public about sustainable practices.  

 

The team also decided to remove a parking lot between Piers 15/17 and to leave the space open 

to the San Francisco Bay. The water is surrounded by a public promenade that has more than 1.5 

acres of public access space, and at the end of the pier is a two-story glass Observatory with 

expansive views of the bay. With such a stunning location, the museum knew it had to create 

exhibit experiences to encourage visitors to explore their natural environment. The museum also 

recognized the importance of incorporating current science and research to demonstrate the bay’s 

dynamic nature. Through exhibits and the Observatory Conversation series, the museum will 

educate a broad public audience, potentially millions of visitors each year, about current issues 

facing the bay today.  

 

Equally important is the new Exploratorium’s participation in the Bay History Trail. The 

museum plans to highlight the pier’s history, the changing face of the waterfront, and the 

museum’s history. Through multimedia exhibits, the public will learn about the museum’s 

founder Frank Oppenheimer and his belief that everyone is naturally curious and capable of 

understanding science. This belief is so important today and exemplifies why the Coastal 
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Conservancy should partner with the Exploratorium in a unified front to create an educated 

citizenry, capable of understanding the latest research and making informed decisions. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tom Ammiano 

Assemblymember, 13
th

 Assembly District 

California State Assembly 

 

cc:  Deborah Hirst 

A 







July 5, 2006

Supervisor Tom Ammiano, Chair
Supervisor Aaron Peskin, Member
Supervisor Michela Alioto-Pier, Member
Government Audit and Oversight Committee
City Hall
San Francisco, Ca., 94102

Dear Supervisor Ammiano and members of the Committee,

The Northeast Waterfront Advisory Group (NEWAG), advisors to the Port of San Francisco,
would like to indicate our support for moving forward with the Exploratorium Project at Pier 15.
In order for there to be a future for this endeavor, the Board will need to approve the Fiscal
Responsibility and Feasibility Report and the Term Sheet.  Though the NEWAG has not had an
opportunity to review this particular document, we have met with the Exploratorium at length at
our June meeting and at earlier meetings.  We are all quite satisfied with the progress the
Exploratorium and Port have made to date and feel that this project is a good fit for the Port and
for the City as a whole.

In terms of this particular document, it memorializes a number of important points and actions.

+Pier 15 is in very poor condition, and if improvements are not made, it will be red tagged
in the near future.  If the pier is not repaired, this historic pier will be in jeopardy.

+The Port does not have the necessary funds to repair either 15 or 17.  Through Port's
issuance of rent credits of up to  $23.4 million, the Exploratorium will
be able to restore and seismically update Pier and its underpinnings, and then will be able
to embark on installing a state of the art and expanded Exploratorium.  The restorations
will meet the historic standards demanded.

+The report also outlines the fiscal benefits that will accrue to the Port and the City in
terms of revenue and jobs.  And the results are substantial.

+Equally important is a recognition of the Exploratorium, which was founded in San
Francisco, and whose basic concept of hands-on science education has now been
seeded to new locations around the world.  This unique educational institution has been
searching for a new home in order to expand their efforts.  They have explored several
sites...lost one and rejected several.  If piers 15, and eventually 17, can be shaped into
their new, and enlarged Exploratorium, how fortunate for us all.

The Port has provided the Supervisors and the City with an excellent, well-written tool, as
required by ordinance, to analyze this project and to move forward.  NEWAG strongly
recommends that the Board supports this effort and approves the Fiscal Responsibility and
Feasibility and the Term Sheet.

With regards,
Toby Levine, Chair







June 26, 2009 

Mr. James Suh 
Wilson Meany Sullivan 
Four Embarcadero Center, Suite 3330 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
 

RE: Exploratorium 
 
Dear Mr. Suh: 
 

Heritage has appreciated the opportunity for ongoing design review regarding the 
proposed adaptive reuse of Piers 15 and 17 for the upcoming relocation of the 
Exploratorium.  Thank you for the most recent design review update (on June 22, 
2009) and presentation of the team’s most recent design development documents.  
We support certification of the EIR and appreciate the work done to address our 
previous comments, as well as design review executed in consultation with the State 
Historic Preservation Office(SHPO) and the National Park Service (NPS).  It’s evident 
that this ongoing design review has strengthened the project.  The new design under 
study appears to be a sympathetic addition to Piers 15 and 17 and in compliance with 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 9 and 10:   
 

9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize 
the property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be 
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and 
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.  
 
10) New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken 
in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity 
of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 
Having reviewed the project with you on June 23 with a representative from Heritage’s 
Issues Committee, we offer the following comments: 
 

1. The overall appearance of the new construction, together with its connection 
to the existing Pier 15 structure, has evolved in a positive manner.  We endorse 
specification of a “hyphen” between the proposed new 2-story block and the 
extant Pier 15 structure, which will enable preservation of interior roof trusses 
previously scheduled for removal. 
 

2. Some concern was expressed about the sloped 2nd-floor walkway connection: 
although we understand the functional necessity, it disrupts an otherwise 
elegant design solution.  We look forward to further iteration of the design of 
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Mr. James Suh 
Wilson Meany Sullivan 

 
the walkway including details of its materiality and form and how it may be less 
apparent. 

 
3. There was a question on why access to the second floor of the Bridge Building 

could not be provided via elevator on the interior of the Bridge Building.  
 

4. We would like to see more study about the exterior finish materials: 
a. at the new Pier 15 west entrance,  
b. the north wall/east end of the pier following removal of the existing 

Connector Building, and the proposed metal paneling at the shed-wall 
location, and 

c. exterior specifications for the addition.  
 

5. While we understand the NPS’s rationale for the simplified glass opening 
specified for the east wall of Pier 15, we have some concern with how these 
large openings will read from the water. 
 

6. We approve the minor, yet significant design changes proposed for the interior 
of the Pier 15 building, including eliminating a small enclosed room toward the 
front entry gallery, and widening the center open hall at the east end of the 
structure. 
 

7. The Final EIR also should find these design changes to result in even less of an 
impact than the previous design. 

 
Again, many thanks for the opportunity to review the design updates to the proposed 
Exploratorium.  Heritage appreciates the opportunity to comment, and looks forward 
to further review as the design develops. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Jack A. Gold 
Executive Director 
 
 


















