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Exhibit 4: CEQA Documents

Notice of Determination Appendix D
To: From:
[] Office of Planning and Research Public Agency: East Bay Regional Park District

Address: 2950 Peralta Oaks Court
Oakland, CA 94605

Contact: Suzanne Wilson
Phone:(510) 544-2609

U.S. Mail: Street Address:
P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814

Xl County Clerk —N\
County of: Contra Costa Lead Agency (if differeghtifrom algveﬂ___‘ E
Address: P.O. Box 350

Martinez, CA 94553 Address:
Contact:_
Phone:

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 211 AP
Resources Code.

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): 2012082010

Project Title: East Bay Regional Park District Feeder Trail #1 Project

Project Applicant: East Bay Regional Park District

Project Location (include county): Between Dutra Road and Ferndale Road (Contra Costa County)

Project Description:

The proposed project consists of improving the approximately three-mile long Feeder Trail #1 between Dutra Road
and Ferndale Road near Martinez in unincorporated Contra Costa County as a multi-use trail for hikers, bikers and
equestrians with access for emergency vehicles. The existing trail is a fire road which was once part of the Martinez-
Richmond stagecoach routebetween Franklin Canyon and Alhambra Valley. The current endpoints of Feeder Trail #1
are Ferndale Road to the south and Dutra Road to the north.

This is to advise that the East Bay Regional Park District has approved the above
(X] Lead Agency or [[] Responsible Agency)

described project on September 18, 2012 and has made the following determinations regarding the above
(date)

described project.

1. The project [[_] will [X] will not] have a significant effect on the environment.

2. [ An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures [[X] were ['] were not] made a condition of the approval of the project.

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [X] was [] was not] adopted for this project.

5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [[_] was [X] was not] adopted for this project.

6. Findings [X] were [[] were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and Esponses and record of project approval, or the

negative Declaration, is available e General Publitjat:
EBRPD Headquarters; PleasantMjll Librar\\(1750 Oak Pa Ivd); Martinez Public Library (740 Court St)
\ \ — .
Signature (Public Agency): {/\&\ L/\/ Title: 1M \S mew(‘)()-/v‘:ﬁ ﬂ'la ool

Date: (1!] ‘X! ‘3\ ‘ Date Received for filing at OPR:

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code.
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2011
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EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO.: 2012 - 09 - 241
September 18, 2012
ADOPTION OF A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

AND MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PLAN FOR THE
FEEDER TRAIL #1 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT: BAY AREA RIDGE TRAIL

WHEREAS, the East Bay Regional Park District issued a Notice of Intent to adopt a
Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Feeder Trail #1 Improvement project on August 2,
2012; and

WHEREAS, the 30-day public review period for the Mitigated Negative Declaration for
the project and concluded at 5:00 PM on August 31, 2012; and

WHEREAS, during the 30-day public review period, no individual or public agency
provided evidence that a significant environmental impact would occur; and

WHEREAS, the Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects the independent judgment of
the East Bay Regional Park District;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the East Bay
Regional Park District hereby adopts the Mitigated Negative Declaration (Attachment 1) and
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the three- mile Feeder Trail #1 Improvement
Project (Attachment 2); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the General Manager is hereby authorized and
directed, on behalf of the District and in its name, to execute and deliver such documents and
to do such acts as may be deemed necessary or appropriate to accomplish the intentions of this
resolution.

Moved by Director Radke, seconded by Director Siden, and approved on this 18th day
of September, 2012, by the following vote:

FOR: Directors Whitney Dotson, Beverly Lane, Carol Severin, Doug Siden, John
Sutter, Ted Radke.

AGAINST: NONE.
ABSTAIN: NONE.

ABSENT: Director Ayn Wieskamp. CERTIFICATION
I, Allen Pulido, Clerk of the Board of Directors of the
East Bay Regional Park District, do hereby certify that

the above and foregoubg isa full true and correct copy
%&W of Resolution No.
Carol Severin th?oai rd of %ectors ata regular me/et
Beard President Z ; é
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EBRPD Feeder Traii #1 Environmental Checklist / Initial Study

Environmental Checklist Form

Prepared Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

A.
1.

East Bay Regional Park District
Feeder Trail #1 Project -1- July 2012

INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Project Title: East Bay Regional Park District Feeder Trail #1 Project
Project Location: Between Dutra Road off of Franklin Canyon Road and Ferndale

Road off of Alhambra Road, outside Martinez in unincorporated Contra Costa County
(Figure 1)

Project Sponsor's Name and Address: 4. Lead Agency:

East Bay Regional Park District East Bay Regional Park District
Attn: Suzanne Wilson, Trails Coordinator 2950 Peralta Oaks Court

2950 Peralta Oaks Court Oakland, CA 94605

Oakland, CA 94605

General Plan Designation: 6. Zoning:

PR (Parks and Recreation) and AL A-2 (General Agriculture -
(Agricultural Lands) Parcel 5 Acre Minimum) and A-4

(Agriculture Preserve — Parcel
20 Acre Minimum)
Description of Project:
The proposed project consists of improving the approximately three-mile long Feeder
Trail #1 between Dutra Road and Ferndale Road near Martinez in unincorporated
Contra Costa County as a multi-use trail for hikers, bikers and equestrians (Figure 2)
with access for emergency vehicles. The existing trail is a fire road which was once
part of the Martinez-Richmond stagecoach route between Franklin Canyon and
Alhambra Valley. The trail was conveyed from the County to the East Bay Regional
Park District (EBRPD) in 2009 and is a high priority for EBRPD due to its long history
as a public route and importance to the trail-using community. The current endpoints
of Feeder Trail #1 are Ferndale Road to the south and Dutra Road to the north.

The existing trail is in a degraded condition and contributing to off-trail slope instability,
erosion and sedimentation. Proposed improvements to Feeder Trail #1 to create a
safe, sustainable, and multi-use trail include: landslide clearing, road grading, fence
and gate installation, vegetation clearing, upgrading existing culverts and installation
of additional culverts and articulated fords, and placement of riprap to stabilize
portions of the trail. Such improvements would also facilitate access for emergency
vehicles and EBRPD maintenance vehicles.

Specific construction tasks would occur at various locations within the 40-foot-wide
trail easement, along the three-mile route. The proposed work locations and tasks for
Feeder Trail #1 are:

Mile O: Install headwall with basin at trailhead culvert (24”).

Mile 0-0.05: Grading of outsloping and insloping of trail at gully locations.

Mile 0.05: Replace 12" culvert with 18" culvert (40 foot length) and build
headwall/tailwall and basin.

Mile 0.28: Install 60 foot-long culvert (24”) with headwall/tailwall and basin.

Draft Initial Study
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Grade insloping of trail where gullying has developed.

Mile 0.4: Remove failed 30 foot culvert (24”").

Mile 0.4-0.7: Grade outsloping of trail where gullying has developed.

Mile 0.46: Replace 18" culvert with 24" culvert and build headwall/tailwall and
basin.

Mile 0.65: Replace 24" culvert with 36" culvert and build headwall/tailwall and
basin.

Mile 0.7-0.8: Grade slope of trail where gullying has developed.

Mile 0.8: Install 60 foot-long culvert (48”) with headwall/tailwall and basin.

Mile 0.8-0.9: Grade outsloping of trail.

Mile 0.9: Construct swale for drainage.

Mile 0.9-2.0: Grade outsloping of trail.

Mile 2.0: Stabilize trail with 5 tons of riprap placed in bench and built up to
trail level.

Mile 2.0-3.2: Grade trail with proper sloping applied.

Mile 2.5: Stabilize trail with 5 tons of riprap placed in bench and built up to
trail level. Install 30 foot-long culvert (24”) and build headwall/tailwall
and basin.

Mile 2.6: Stabilize trail with 50 tons of riprap placed in bench and build up to
trail level.

Mile 2.7: Install articulated ford, 30 feet in length and 15 feet wide.

Mile 3.0: Install articulated ford, 30 feet in length and 15 feet wide.

Project improvements are proposed to occur in early Fall of 2013. Equipment required
for project construction includes one D4 bulldozer, one 14’ blade grader, and one
backhoe. Hours of construction and operation for Feeder Trail #1 are from
approximately 7 am to 7 pm.

8. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting:

Surrounding land uses in the project area include private ranchland and dedicated
open space (i.e., Sky Ranch and Dutra Ranch, both owned by the Muir Heritage Land
Trust). Sky Ranch and Dutra Ranch are part of the Franklin Ridge, which runs from
Mount Wanda westerly to Hercules. Adjacent and nearby trails to Feeder Trail #1
include the Dutra Loop Trail at Dutra Ranch, the Tina Batt Trail at Sky Ranch, and the
Bay Area Ridge Trail to the east and west. Feeder Trail #1 is currently accessible via
Dutra Road to the northeast and Ferndale Road to the southwest. The project area
itself contains ruderal/developed habitat (the fire road itself), annual grassland, and a
small amount of oak woodland on the perimeter. The surrounding area is
characterized by rolling hills, ephemeral streams, mixed oak woodland, annual and
perennial grassland, live oak/bay laurel woodland, and coastal scrub (Figures 1 and
2).

East Bay Regional Park District Draft Initial Study
Feeder Trail #1 Project -2- July 2012
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This page intentionally left blank.

East Bay Regional Park District Dratft Initial Study
Feeder Trail #1 Project -4- July 2012
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9. Other Public Agencies Whose Approval May Be Required:

e California Department of Fish and Game (Streambed Alteration Agreement)

¢ San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (NPDES General
Permit for Construction)

East Bay Regional Park District Draft Initial Study
Feeder Trail #1 Project -7- July 2012
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EBRPD Feeder Trail #1

Environmental Checklist / initial Study

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving
at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the
following pages.

O

=

0O 00 ®

C.

Agriculture and Forest

Aesthetics O Resources X Air Quality
Climate Change and
Biological Resources Greenhouse Gas Cultural Resources
Emissions
. Hazards & Hazardous Hydrology and Water
Geology /Soils O Materials & Quality
Land Use and Planning 0O Mineral Resources X Noise
Population and Housing 0O Public Services O Recreation
Transportation and -_— . Mandatory Findings
Traffic X Utilities / Service Systems X of Significance
LEAD AGENCY DETERMINATION

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

O

=

| find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the
environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact® or
"potentially significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one
effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable
legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the
earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed
adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECUARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are

Signature

East Bay Regional Park District
Feeder Trail #1 Project -8-

posed upon thefproposed project, nothing further is required.
Date 7 )\

Draft Initial Study
July 2012
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D. EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS

The Environmental Checklist and discussion that follows is based on sample questions provided
in the CEQA Guidelines (Appendix G) which focus on various individual concerns within 17
different broad environmental categories, such as air quality, climate change, cultural resources,
land use, public services, noise and traffic (and arranged in alphabetical order). The Guidelines
also provide specific direction and guidance for preparing responses to the Environmental
Checklist. The sample questions are meant to be used to meet the requirements for an initial
study when the criteria set forth in CEQA Guidelines have been met. Substantial evidence of
potential environmental impacts that are not listed in the checklist must also be considered. The
sample questions are intended to encourage thoughtful assessment of impacts, and do not
necessarily represent thresholds of significance.

Each question in the Checklist essentially requires a “yes” or “no” reply as to whether or not the
project will have a potentially significant environmental impact of a certain type, and, following a
Checklist table with all of the questions in each major environmental heading, citations,
information and/or discussion that supports that determination. The Checklist table provides, in
addition to a clear “yes” reply and a clear “no” reply, two possible “in-between” replies, including
one that is equivalent to “yes, but with changes to the project that the proponent and the Lead
Agency have agreed to, no”, and another “no” reply that requires a greater degree of discussion,
supported by citations and analysis of existing conditions, threshold(s) of significance used and
project effects than required for a simple “no” reply. Each possible answer to the questions in
the Checklist, and the different type of discussion required, is discussed below:

a) Potentially Significant Impact. Checked if a discussion of the existing setting (including
relevant regulations or policies pertaining to the subject) and project characteristics with
regard to the environmental topic demonstrates, based on substantial evidence, supporting
information, previously prepared and adopted environmental documents, and specific
criteria or thresholds used to assess significance, that the project will have a potentially
significant impact of the type described in the question.

b) Less Than Significant With Mitigation. Checked if the discussion of existing conditions and
specific project characteristics, also adequately supported with citations of relevant research
or documents, determine that the project clearly will or is likely to have particular physical
impacts that will exceed the given threshold or criteria by which significance is determined,
but that with the incorporation of clearly defined mitigation measures into the project, that
the project applicant or proponent has agreed to, such impacts will be avoided or reduced to
less-than-significant levels.

¢) Less Than Significant Impact. Checked if a more detailed discussion of existing conditions
and specific project features, also citing relevant information, reports or studies,
demonstrates that, while some effects may be discernible with regard to the individual
environmental topic of the question, the effect would not exceed a threshold of significance
which has been established by the Lead or a Responsible Agency. The discussion may
note that due to the evidence that a given impact would not occur or would be less than
significant, no mitigation measures are required.

d) No Impact. Checked if brief statements (one or two sentences) or cited reference materials
(maps, reports or studies) clearly show that the type of impact could not be reasonably
expected to occur due to the specific characteristics of the project or its location (e.g. the
project falls outside the nearest fault rupture zone, or is several hundred feet from a 100-

East Bay Regional Park District Draft Initial Study
Feeder Trail #1 Project -9- July 2012
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year flood zone, and relevant citations are provided). The referenced sources or information
may also show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved. A
response to the question may also be "No Impact" with a brief explanation that the basis of
adequately supported project-specific factors or general standards (e.g., the project will not
expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a basic screening of the specific project).

The discussions of the replies to the Checklist questions must take account of the whole action
involved in the project, including off-site as well as on-site effects, both cumulative and project-
level impacts, indirect and direct effects, and construction as well as operational impacts.
Except when a “No Impact’ reply is indicated, the discussion of each issue must identify:

a) The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b) The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance, with
sufficient description to briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less-than-significant
level.

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA
process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration
(Section 15063(c)(3)(D) of the Guidelines). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the
following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were
within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to
applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation
measures based on the earlier analysis.

¢) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less Than Significant With Mitigation
Measures Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or
refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific
conditions for the project.

E. |FZ_|F. |¢g
53 256 |8g <
l. AESTHETICS oz B o9& '5’ oE B 3
. . [75 I =4 a .. C B P = a .
Would the project: W2e |92 |22 |2
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? v
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within v
a state scenic highway?
c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of v
the site and its surroundings?
d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would v
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?
East Bay Regional Park District Draft Initial Study

Feeder Trail #1 Project -10- July 2012
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Setting:

Surrounding land uses in the project area include private ranchland and dedicated open space.
Views of the project area and surrounding area are characterized by rolling hills, streams, mixed
oak woodland, annual and perennial native grassland, invasive species, live oak/bay laurel
woodland, and coastal scrub. Portions of the project area provide views of and scenic ridges
and waterways identified in the Contra Costa County General Plan. No sources of light and
glare exist in the project area with the exception of minimal light and glare sources associated
with existing ranches nearby.

Impacts:

I. (@). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to introduce incompatible
scenic elements within a field of view containing a scenic vista or substantially block views of a
scenic vista. The proposed project would not result in the construction of any buildings on the
site and the installation of culverts and rip-rap for slope stabilization would not block or
significantly alter existing views or impact scenic vistas. Thus, no impacts would occur.

I. (b). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if scenic resources within a state scenic
highway would be damaged or removed by a project. The project site is not located within an
officially designated state scenic highway or any public road. Therefore, no impacts would
occur.

I. (c). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to
introduce incompatible visual elements on the project site or visual elements that would be
incompatible with the character of the project site or the area surrounding the site. Currently the
project site includes open grasslands, ranchlands and trails. The project does not include any
changes to the project site other than culvert installation, stabilization and surface grading of an
existing trail. The proposed project would not introduce an incompatible visual element to the
site or surrounding area or degrade the visual character or quality of the site or surroundings.
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

l. (d). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to
introduce new sources of light or glare on or from the project site which would be incompatible
with the area surrounding the project site, or which pose a safety hazard to motorists utilizing
adjacent streets or freeways. Currently there are no existing on-site lighting sources. Existing
off-site sources of lighting include interior and exterior lighting associated with the nearby land
uses. The proposed project does not include construction of structures that would introduce
new sources of light or glare that would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area and
its surroundings. The use of temporary nighttime lighting is unlikely to be required during
construction. Thus, impacts would be less than significant and no mitigation is required.

East Bay Regional Park District Draft Initial Study
Feeder Trail #1 Project -11- July 2012
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Il. AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural
Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California
Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on
agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources,
including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may
refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest land, including the Forest
and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project;
and forest carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols
adopted by the California Air Resources Board. Would the Project:

YES: Potentially Significant Impact
Significant with Mitigation

NO: Less Than
NO: Less Than
Significant Impact
NO: No Impact

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources
Agency, to non-agricultural use?

<

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act v
contract?

¢) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as
defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as
defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned v
Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section
51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest v
use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their
location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non- v
agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

Setting:

The project area is designated under the County General Plan as Agricultural Land and Parks
and Recreation. It is zoned A-2 (General Agriculture — Parcel 5 Acre Minimum) and A-4
(Agriculture Preserve — Parcel 20 Acre Minimum).

Impacts:

il. (a). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to result in the conversion of
State-designated agricultural land from agricultural use to another non-agricultural use. The
California Department of Conservation, Division of Land Protection, lists Prime Farmland,
Unique Farmland, and Farmland of Statewide Importance under the general category of
‘Important Farmland” in California. The project would not alter the footprint of the existing trail
and would not convert agricultural land to non-agricultural use. Therefore, no impacts would
occur.

II. (b). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to result in the conversion of
land zoned for agricultural use or under a Williamson Act Contract from agricultural use to
another non-agricultural use. The Williamson Act of 1965 allows local governments to enter into

East Bay Regional Park District Draft Initial Study
Feeder Trail #1 Project -12- July 2012
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contract agreements with local landowners with the purpose of trying to limit specific parcels of
land to agricultural or other related open space uses. The project site does not contain any
state designated agricultural lands or open space. The project site is not subject to a
Williamson Act Contract. Therefore, no impact would occur.

Il. (c). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to conflict with existing
zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land, timberland, or timberland zoned Timberland
Production. The project land is zoned agricultural, and the proposed work would not require a
change in zoning; therefore implementation of the proposed project would not conflict with
existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land, timberland, or timberland zoned
Timberland Production. No impacts would occur.

I. (d). No impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to result in the loss of forest
land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use. The project area includes small amounts of
oak woodland but tree removal is not anticipated as part of the project. As such,
implementation of the proposed project would not result in the loss of forest land or conversion
of forest land to non-forest use. No impacts would occur.

Il. (e). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project results in the conversion of
farmland to another non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use. The
project would not alter the footprint of the existing trail and no farmland or forest land would be
converted to a non-agricultural or non-forest use as a result of the proposed project. No
impacts would occur.

. AIR QUALITY

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air
quality management or air pollution control district may be relied upon to
make the following determinations. Would the project:

YES: Potentially
Significant Impact
NO: Less Than
Significant with
Significant Impact

Mitigation
NO: Less Than

<\ |NO: No Impact

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality
plan?

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an v
existing or projected air quality violation?

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria
pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard (including v
releasing emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? v

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people? v

Setting:

The project site is located in Contra Costa County, which is situated in the San Francisco Bay
area. The Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) is the regional governmental
agency that regulates sources of air pollution in the nine counties of the San Francisco Bay

East Bay Regional Park District Draft Initial Study
Feeder Trail #1 Project -13- July 2012
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area. In May 2011, the BAAQMD created new CEQA Guidelines with the purpose of assisting
lead agencies in evaluating air quality impacts of projects and plans proposed in the San
Francisco Bay Area Air Basin. The Guidelines provides BAAQMD-recommended procedures
for evaluating potential air quality impacts during the environmental review process consistent
with CEQA requirements. These revised Guidelines supersede the BAAQMD's previous CEQA
guidance, BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines: Assessing the Air Quality Impacts of Projects and Plans
(BAAQMD 1999).

Impacts:

lll. (a). No Impact. A significant air quality impact may occur if a project is not consistent with
the applicable Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) or would in some way represent a
substantial hindrance to employing the policies or obtaining the goals of that plan.

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the California Air
Resources Board (CARB) assess and classify the air quality of each air basin, county, or, in
some cases, a specific developed area. The classification is determined by comparing actual
monitoring data with federal and state standards. If a pollutant concentration in an area is lower
than the standard, the area is classified as being in “attainment.” If the pollutant exceeds the
standard, the area is classified as a “nonattainment” area. The San Francisco Bay area is
considered “nonattainment” for ozone federal standards, and is considered “nonattainment” for
State standards for ozone (O;), respirable particulate matter (PM,o), and fine particulate matter
(PM5).

To bring the Basin into attainment, the BAAQMD has developed the 2005 Ozone Attainment
Plan. This plan is based on population projections through 2020 compiled by the Association of
Bay Area Governments (ABAG). The plan includes emission control strategies placed on
industrial facilities and other emissions sources through application of BAAQMD rules and
regulations. The proposed project's activities would not affect population or vehicle miles
traveled forecasts and therefore, would not impact implementation of the 2005 Ozone
Attainment Plan. No impacts would occur.

lll. (b). Less Than Significant With Mitigation. A project may have a significant impact if
project-related emissions would exceed federal, state, or regional standards or thresholds, or if
project-related emissions would substantially contribute to an existing or projected air quality
violation. The project would not result in a significant increase in vehicle trips compared to
existing conditions and thus meets the BAAQMD's screening criteria for operational air quality
impacts, and operational air quality impacts would be less than significant.

During the construction phase, sources of air emissions and dust include activities such as
excavation, grading, vehicle travel on unpaved surfaces, and vehicle and equipment exhaust.
Sensitive receptors for these emissions and dust in the project area include residential and
recreational users, although the Feeder Trail itself will be closed during construction. The
proposed project also meets BAAQMD’s screening criteria for construction air quality impacts,
and provided the following mitigation measures are implemented, construction air quality -
impacts would be less than significant.
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Mitigation Measures:

AQ-1 To minimize dust associated with construction activities the contractor shall be
required to employ the following Best Management Practices for managing dust:
e Regularly water access routes and construction areas using a water source

which would either be self-propelled or attached to a vehicle;
Excavate during calm periods;

e Cover all truck beds hauling soil, vegetation and other loose construction
materials;

e Re-establish bare soils resulting from grading and staging activities [with the
exception of the natural surface trail approaches] by applying stripping from
the project site;

* Routinely cover, water or apply non-toxic soil binders to exposed stockpiled
materials as appropriate;

e Maintain all equipment engines in good condition, in proper tune (per
manufacturer's specifications), and in compliance with all State and Federal
requirements;

Limit traffic speed to 15 miles per hour; and
Suspend earth-moving activities if winds exceed 25 miles per hour and/or as
directed by the District Inspector.

lll. (c). Less Than Significant With Mitigation. A significant impact may occur if a project
would add a considerable cumulative contribution to federal or state non-attainment pollutant.
Although the project-generated traffic would not result in a significant long-term impact on local
or regional air quality, short-term construction impacts could represent a significant adverse
impact without mitigation. Implementation of Mitigation Measure AQ-1, see Il (b) above, would
reduce potential impacts to air quality standards to a less-than-significant level.

Mitigation Measures: See Mitigation Measure AQ-1.

Ill. (d). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to
generate pollutant concentrations to a degree that would significantly affect sensitive receptors.
However, as noted in the response to Checklist Item Il (b and c), the operation of the proposed
project would not result in substantial pollutant concentrations. Thus, impacts on sensitive
receptors would be less than significant.

lll. (e). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if the project has the
potential to create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people. According to
the BAAQMD, typical uses that may result in significant odor impacts include: wastewater
treatment plant, sanitary landfill, transfer station, composting facility, petroleum refinery, asphalt
batch plant, chemical manufacturing, fiberglass manufacturing, painting/coating operations,
rendering plant, and coffee roasters. The proposed project does not include any of these uses,
and trail use is not associated with production of odors. Impacts would be less than significant.
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IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Would the project:

NO: Less Than
Significant

Impact
NO: No Impact

Significant With

NO: Less Than
Mitigation

Significant

YES: Potentially
Impact

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans,
policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

\

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian, aquatic or
wetland habitat or other sensitive natural community identified
in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the v
California Department of Fish and Game or US Fish and
Wildlife Service?

¢) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) v
through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident
or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native v
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of
native wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or v
ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation
Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved v
local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

g) Result in conversion of oak woodlands that will have a v
significant effect on the environment?

Setting:

In February of 2012, WRA, Inc. (WRA) conducted a biological reconnaissance of the project
area to identify any potential sensitive habitats including riparian and wetland areas or other
environmentally sensitive habitat area, and any potential habitat for threatened, endangered or
other special-status plant or wildlife species which may occur in the project area. Literature
review of biological resources in the project area included the California Natural Diversity Data
Base (CNDDB 2012), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Species List (USFWS 2012), and the California
Native Plant Society list (CNPS 2012).

Impacts:
IV. (a). Less Than Significant With Mitigation. A significant impact may occur if a project
were to remove or modify habitat for any species identified or designated as a candidate,
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sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS). Construction impacts would be potentially significant to special status wildlife
species in the project area. Appendix A to this Initial Study lists the special status plants and
wildlife that have been observed in the vicinity of the project area and their potential for
occurrence on-site, and Figures 3 and 4 show species that have been observed within a 5-mile
radius of the project area. Impacts that could occur as a result of the proposed project are
summarized as follows:

Special-status Plants

No special-status plant species were considered to have potential to occur in the project area
due to limited native habitat and disturbance on-site from the existing trail and eroded slopes.
The February 2012 site visit did not identify any special-status plant species on-site. Although
special-status plants may be found in the vicinity of the project area, none are likely to occur
within the project area due to the disturbance and lack of habitat. Therefore, implementation of
the project is not likely to impact any rare plant species.

Nesting Birds

Special-status birds, white-tailed kite and loggerhead shrike, have potential to occur on-site, and
other nesting birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and California Fish and Game
Code may also be impacted by construction during the bird breeding season (February through
August). This project may require minimal vegetation removal for accessing some of the culvert
outfall locations. Ideally, clearing of vegetation and the initiation of construction should be done
outside the breeding season, from September through January. If construction occurs between
February 1 and August 31, then impacts would be potentially significant. Implementation of pre-
construction nesting bird surveys required in Mitigation Measure BIO-1 would lessen potential
impacts to a less-than-significant level.

Bats

Habitats that support large, mature trees and snags have the potential to support roosting
habitat for common and special status bats. The project site and surrounding area contain
potential bat habitat. Bat roosts are protected by CDFG and removal of occupied roosts would
be considered a significant impact. Trees and snags may be removed outside of the maternity
roosting season -- between September and March -- without performing pre-construction bat
surveys. If construction occurs during the maternity roosting season, impacts to bats would be
potentially significant. Pre-construction bat surveys required in Mitigation Measure BIO-2 would
lessen potential impacts to a less-than-significant level.

Alameda Whipsnake

Alameda whipsnake, a Federal and State threatened species, is found in scrub, chaparral,
grassland and oak woodland habitats in the East Bay hills. Centered in scrub communities, and
often found on or near rock outcrops, whipsnakes may also venture into adjacent grasslands
and open woodlands. They avoid areas of closed canopy and dense vegetation, and tend to be
found on south-facing slopes. They are active in the spring starting in March and typically begin
hibernation in November (USFWS 2000). The whipsnake is now found in five discrete
populations, its range having been fragmented by development and road construction. The
project area is located within Critical Habitat Unit 1 for this species (71 FR 58195; see Figure 4).
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Alameda whipsnake has been recorded on the Feeder Trail, and other recorded sightings are
frequent in the vicinity of the project area (CNDDB 2012). Implementation of Mitigation Measure
BIO-3 would lessen potential impacts to this listed species to a less-than-significant level.

California Red-legged Frog

California red-legged frog, a Federal threatened species, was once found throughout California
but now rare outside the San Francisco Bay area. It requires aquatic breeding habitat (wet for
minimum 20 weeks), non-breeding aquatic habitat for dispersal, and upland habitat, areas within
approximately 200 feet of aquatic habitat (USFWS 2006). The project area lacks aquatic
breeding habitat, but may provide non-breeding aquatic habitat during winter months when the
ephemeral streambeds are moist. The closest known occurrence of this species is
approximately one-mile southwest of the Franklin Road terminus of the trail (see Figure 4) and
other occurrences are located approximately two miles to the east and west. Implementation of
Mitigation Measure BIO-3 for Alameda whipsnake would also protect this species and lessen
potential impacts to a less-than-significant level.

Mitigation Measures:

BIO-1a Impacts to Raptors: The following measure was designed to ensure that tree-
nesting raptors (e.g., hawks, falcons, kites) are not disturbed during the breeding
season.

A qualified biologist shall conduct a pre-construction survey for tree-nesting
raptors in all trees occurring within 250 feet of the project route within 14 days of
the onset of ground disturbance, if such disturbance will occur during the
breeding season (February 1 through August 31). If nesting raptors are detected
on the site during the survey, a construction buffer of 250 feet shall be
established around each active nest for the duration of the breeding season or
until it has been confirmed that all young have fledged. A biological monitor shall
monitor the site to ensure nesting raptors are not adversely affected by
construction activities, and to determine when young are independent.

BIO-1b Impacts to Other Nesting Birds: Harming or disrupting nesting migratory birds
and/or their eggs or young is prohibited under state and federal law, and
therefore, would be a potentially significant impact. The following measures are
designed to ensure that nesting special status and common nesting birds are not
disturbed during the breeding season.

To avoid impacting nesting birds (including CDFG Species of Special Concern),
one of the following shall be implemented:

a) Conduct grading and construction activities, including the removal of
branch or snag removal, from September 1%t through January 31% when
birds are not likely to be nesting;

- OR-
b) Conduct pre-construction surveys for nesting birds if construction is to

take place during the nesting season (February 1 through August 31). A
qualified wildlife biologist shall conduct a pre-construction nest survey no
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BIO-2

BIO-3a

BIO-3b

BIO-3c

BIO-3d

more than 14 days prior to initiation of grading to provide confirmation of
the presence or absence of active nests on or immediately adjacent to
the project area. If active nests are encountered, species-specific
measures shall be prepared by a qualified biologist and implemented to
prevent abandonment of the active nest. At a minimum, grading in the
vicinity of the nest shall be deferred until the young birds have fledged. A
minimum exclusion buffer of 25 feet shall be maintained during
construction, depending on the species and location. A qualified biologist
shall serve as a construction monitor during those periods when
construction activities occur near active nest areas to ensure that no
inadvertent impacts on these nests occur.

Impacts to Bats: If construction occurs during the roosting season (April through
August) then pre-construction surveys for bats in suitable roost trees shall take
place. If special status bat species are detected during surveys, an appropriate,
treatment plan shall be employed including postponing removal of branches or
snags until the end of the maternity roosting season or construction of species-
appropriate roosting habitat in the vicinity of the project area.

Impacts to Alameda Whipsnake: All trail improvement and maintenance activities
in the vicinity of suitable whipsnake habitat shall be conducted during the Army
Corps of Engineers’ established window for routine maintenance activities, July
through October. Prior to the start of construction, a pre-construction survey
shall be conducted by a qualified biologist in potential habitat areas. Suitable
whipsnake habitat (coyote brush, sage scrub, and riparian scrub) shall be noted
and flagged. Because work will be conducted during the active (dry) season for
whipsnake, an on-site biological monitor shall be present during activities within
100 feet of chaparral and scrub habitat to reduce potential for harassment, injury
or death of whipsnakes.

Prior to initiation of construction activities, a qualified biologist shall train all site
workers to ensure that all construction personnel, contractors and operators are
aware of the potential presence of the whipsnake, recognize the ramifications of
take of a listed species and receive training related to the whipsnake, including
identification and protection measures, and requirements for responding to and
reporting sightings.

Pre-construction surveys to excavate and collapse any burrows or other retreats
shall be conducted within one week of any construction activities involving
vegetation removal near whipsnake habitat to prevent re-entry. Following pre-
construction surveys, vegetation shall be removed by hand in the area to be
graded with a biological monitor present. Three feet of silt fencing above the
ground and at least six inches of fence trenched into the ground shall be required
around staging and stockpiling areas to prevent incidental take of snakes that
may enter the site during non-working hours.

A qualified biologist shall be on-site throughout grading whenever work is being
conducted within 100 feet of any suitable whipsnake habitat. The biologist shall
be empowered to halt and suspend construction activities which could directly
threaten the welfare of any whipsnake. If any whipsnakes are observed, work in
the area shall be halted immediately until the snake leaves the area. If the
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whipsnake has moved and the biologist confirms that it is no longer in the vicinity
of the work area, construction may resume. The whipsnake shall not be collected
or moved by the field biologist, unless it is in imminent danger of being killed. If a
whipsnake must be moved to avoid injuring or killing it, the whipsnake shall be
re-located to suitable habitat a minimum of 0.5 mile from the point of capture.
The biologist shall continue to search the exclusion area after construction has
halted and check the exclusion fence to ensure the snake has left the area. The
observation of any live or dead whipsnake within the construction area shall be
reported within 24 hours to USFWS or CDFG. Written records of all biological
monitoring activities shall be kept in a daily log at the project site.

BIO-3e To protect whipsnake and other wildlife from disturbance and human-induced
predation during construction, dogs and/or other pets shall not be allowed on
construction sites; and contractors and their employees shall not be allowed to
bring pets onto the project site, including dogs kept either inside or outside of
employee vehicles.

BIO-3f To minimize contamination and artificial increase of predators (i.e., raccoons) on
construction sites and adjacent protected habitats, all food-related trash
materials, e.g., leftovers, wrappers, and containers, shall be removed from the
construction site daily.

BIO-3g To minimize wildlife and habitat disturbance, all equipment and vehicle
movement shall be confined to designated construction and staging areas and
connecting roadways.

IV. (b). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if riparian habitat or any
other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, and regulations
or by the CDFG or USFWS were to be adversely modified without adequate mitigation. The
project area was surveyed to assess biological communities present and whether any sensitive
habitats were present. A preliminary wetland assessment was conducted and findings were
based on the presence of wetland plant indicators, indicators of hydrology and hydric soils. No
areas met the criteria for definition as a wetland.

Non-sensitive biological communities in the project area include coyote brush scrub, non-native
annual grassland, and disturbed areas. Sensitive biological communities included oak
woodland.

Anticipated work in the project area includes culvert replacement and installation, grading, and
stabilization of slopes. No removal of significant or heritage trees is anticipated; however, it is
possible that branches, snags or small trees may be removed in the course of the work.
Impacts to high order upland drainages from culvert installation, replacement or removal will
follow the requirements of a CDFG Section 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement. Impacts to
oak woodland will be avoided. Therefore, impacts to sensitive biological communities are less
than significant.

IV. (c). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if federally protected wetlands, as defined by
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, would be modified or removed by the proposed project
without adequate mitigation. No wetlands or potentially jurisdictional ‘other waters’ were
observed in the project area during WRA's visit in February 2012. Therefore, the proposed
project would not impact wetlands, as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.
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IV. (d). Less Than Significant With Mitigation. A significant impact may occur if the proposed
project would interfere with or remove access to a migratory wildlife corridor or impede the use
of wildlife nursery sites. There are two special-status wildlife species that have the potential to
use the project area as a corridor: California red-legged frog (CRLF) and Alameda whipsnake.
CRLF may use ephemeral drainages along the Feeder Trail for dispersal habitat, and
whipsnake are resident in the chaparral and rock outcrop habitats adjacent to the project area,
and may cross it in search of prey or shelter. Grading or culvert work associated with the
project could temporarily interfere with or remove access to a migratory wildlife corridor or
impede the use of wildlife nursery sites without appropriate mitigation measures.

Mitigation Measures: Adherence to Mitigation Measure BIO-3 above would reduce potential
impacts to a less-than-significant level.

IV. (e). No Impact. A project-related significant adverse effect could occur if the proposed
project would cause an impact that is inconsistent with local regulations pertaining to biological
resources. The project is consistent with all the requirements pertaining to biological resources
in the Contra Costa County General Plan (2005-2020). Therefore, the proposed project would
not affect any local policies or ordinances protecting or preserving biological resources and no
impact would occur.

IV. (f). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if the proposed project is inconsistent with
mapping or policies in any conservation plans of the types cited. The project site is not part of
any draft or adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or State Habitat Conservation Plan. No project impact on any adopted
habitat or conservation plans would occur.

IV. (@). No Impact. A project-related significant adverse effect could occur if the project would
result in the conversion of oak woodlands. The project improvements will avoid work in oak
woodland areas, and no conversion of oak woodland will take place as a result of the trail
improvements. No impacts will occur.
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Would the project: W2e 122251282612
a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, v

that may have a significant impact on the environment?

b) Conflict with any applicable plan, policy or regulation of an
agency adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of v
greenhouse gases?

Setting:

Climate change is a shift in the average weather patterns observed on earth, which can be
measured by such variables as temperature, wind patterns, storms and precipitation. The
temperature on earth is regulated by what is commonly known as the “greenhouse effect.”
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Naturally occurring greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, including carbon dioxide, methane,
nitrous oxides, and water vapor, absorb heat from the earth’s surface and radiate it back to the
surface. Human activities result in increased emissions of greenhouse gases. Burning of fossil
fuels releases carbon dioxide gas into the atmosphere and is the largest human contributor in
overall greenhouse gas emissions.

The resulting increases in greenhouse gas emissions from human activities are leading to
higher concentrations and a change in composition of the atmosphere. For instance, the
concentration of CO, in the atmosphere has risen about 30 percent since the late 1800s
(National Assessment Synthesis Team [NAST], 2001). Many sources and models indicate that
temperatures on earth are currently warming as a result, and will continue to warm at
unprecedented rates. The global mean surface temperature has increased by 1.1° F since the
19th century (IPCC Synthesis report, 2001), and the 10 warmest years of the last century all
occurred within the last 15 years.

The many effects of greenhouse gas emissions are not fully known, but are expected to include
increased temperature which would: reduce snowpack, a primary source of drinking water;
exacerbate air quality problems, such as smog; adversely impact human health, by increasing
heat stress and related deaths, infectious disease incidence, asthma and respiratory health
problems; cause sea levels to rise, threatening coastal lands; increase pests and pathogens;
and alter crop yields and plant and wildlife habitats.

State of California

In California, the majority of human activity greenhouse gas emissions can be broken down into
four sectors: transportation, industrial, electrical power, and agriculture/forestry. The largest
source is from the transportation sector. In 2005, Governor Schwarzenegger issued Executive
Order S-02-05, calling for statewide reductions to 2000 levels by 2010, 1990 levels by 2020 and
to 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050. The Executive Order also called for the creation of a
state “Climate Action Team”, which would report to the Governor every two years on both
progress toward meeting the targets and effects of Greenhouse Gas Emissions on the state.

Assembly Bill 32 (AB32), the “Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006,” committed the State of
California to reducing greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. The statute requires
CARSB to track emissions through mandatory reporting, determine 1990 emissions levels, set
annual emissions limits that will result in meeting targets, and identify discrete early actions that
directly address greenhouse gas emissions, are regulatory, and can be enforced by January 1,
2010.

In May 2011, the BAAQMD adopted new CEQA Guidelines with the purpose to assist lead
agencies in evaluating air quality impacts of projects and plans proposed in the SFBAAB. The
Guidelines provides BAAQMD-recommended procedures for evaluating potential air quality
impacts during the environmental review process consistent with CEQA requirements. These
revised Guidelines supersede the BAAQMD’s previous CEQA guidance titled BAAQMD CEQA
Guidelines: Assessing the Air Quality Impacts of Projects and Plans (BAAQMD 1999).

Impacts

V. (a). Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation. A significant impact may accur if a
project would generate greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may
have a significant impact on the environment. The project would not result in a significant
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increase in vehicle trips compared to existing conditions and thus would not exceed the
BAAQMD's 1,100 MT of CO2elyr threshold of significance for greenhouse gas emissions.
Operational greenhouse gas emission impacts would be less than significant.

The construction phase of the project includes grading and slope stabilization using equipment.
Sources of construction-related GHGs include exhaust, for which the same detailed guidance as
described for criteria air pollutants and precursors shall be followed. The BAAQMD CEQA
Guidelines do not include screening criteria or thresholds of significance for construction-related
GHG emissions. However, implementation of Mitigation Measure AQ-1 would ensure
construction-related GHG emissions would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: See Mitigation Measure AQ-1.

V. (b). Less Than Significant impact. A significant impact would occur if a project would
conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the
emissions of greenhouse gases. The proposed project would not conflict with any applicable
plan, policy or regulation of an agency adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases and operational impacts of the proposed project would be less than
significant.
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a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an v
historical resource as defined in '15064.5?
b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an v
archaeological resource pursuant to '15064.5?
c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or v
site or unique geologic feature?
d) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of v
formal cemeteries?

Setting:

The East Bay hills including the project area have a long history of Native American presence
stretching back thousands of years. The Bay Miwok people were hunter-gatherers and occupied
most of Contra Costa County until the establishment of missions in the early 19" century.
Following settlement of Contra Costa by ranchers, Feeder Trail #1 was established in the late
19" century as an early through-route between Alhambra Valley and Franklin Canyon. It is
considered the oldest trail in Contra Costa County and was once part of the Martinez-Richmond
stagecoach line. Conservationist John Muir reportedly used it to reach western Contra Costa
ferry stations from his ranch in Martinez, and it has been narrowly saved from development
during the past decade (MHLT 2009). At the present time, however, there is no visible evidence
of this historic use on the route, and no known historic sites or artifacts of pre-historic or historic
importance on the trail (Origer 2012).
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Impacts:

VI. (a). Less Than Significant Impact. Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines defines
a historical resource as: 1) a resource listed in or determined to be eligible by the State
Historical Resources Commission, for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources;
2) a resource listed in a local register of historical resources or identified as significant in an
historical resource survey meeting certain state guidelines; or 3) an object, building, structure,
site, area, place, record or manuscript which a lead agency determines to be significant in the
architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political,
military, or cultural annals of California, provided that the lead agency’'s determination is
supported by substantial evidence in light of the whole record. A project-related significant
adverse effect would occur if a project were to adversely affect a historical resource meeting
one of the above definitions.

The project site is not listed on the National Register or California State Historic Resource
properties, California Historical landmarks, California Points of Historic Interest. No historical or
cultural resources are known to exist in the project area; the nearest site is a historic home
located over one mile to the southwest (Origer 2012). Though there is the potential for unknown
resources to be discovered in the area, because no known resources are present, the impact to
historical resources would be less than significant.

VI. (b). Less Than Significant With Mitigation. Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA
Guidelines defines significant archaeological resources as resources which meet the criteria for
historical resources, as discussed above, or resources which constitute unique archaeological
resources. A project-related significant adverse effect could occur if a project were to affect
archaeological resources which fall under either of these categories.

The project area is not known to contain archaeological resources, but it has a long history of
human use, and has not undergone an exhaustive archaeological survey, so it is possible that
such resources could exist along the trail. Therefore, the proposed project could result in
potentially significant impacts to unknown cultural resources. Mitigation Measure CULT-1
would reduce potentially significant impacts to a less-than-significant level.

Mitigation Measures:

CULT-1 If potentially significant cultural resources or human remains are encountered
during project excavation or construction, all activity in the vicinity of the
suspected resources or remains shall be immediately suspended and the Park
District and a qualified archaeologist shall be contacted to evaluate the situation.
Project personnel shall not alter any of the uncovered materials or their context.
EBRPD, in consultation with a qualified archaeologist, in the case of cultural
resources, shall complete a resource inventory, declaration, and mitigation plan
prior to the continuation of any on-site grading or construction activity. Any
previously undiscovered resources found during construction shall be recorded.
Significant cultural resources consist of, but are not limited to, stone, bone, wood,
and shell artifacts; fossils; and features including structural remains, stagecoach
artifacts, and historic dumpsites. In the case of human remains, work shall cease
until the county coroner makes a report. The county coroner is required to
contact the Native American Heritage Commission within 24 hours if the coroner
determines the remains to be Native American.
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VI. (c). Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation. A significant impact would occur if a
project were to directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique
geologic feature. No known paleontological resources have been noted to occur in the area.
However, it is possible that subsurface earthwork activites may encounter previously
undiscovered paleontological resources. Implementation of Mitigation Measure CULT-1 would
ensure that this impact would be less than significant.

VI. (d). Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation. A significant impact would occur if a
project were to disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal
cemeteries. No known human remains are interred on the site. However, it is possible that
subsurface earthwork activities may encounter previously undiscovered human remains or
burial sites. According to California Health and Safety Code 7050.5, upon discovery of human
remains outside of a dedicated cemetery, work shall cease until a county coroner makes a
report. As described in Mitigation Measure CULT-1 above, the county coroner is required to
contact the Native American Heritage Commission within 24 hours if the coroner determines
that the remains are Native American. Therefore, impacts to human remains would be less than
significant with mitigation.
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Would the project: U3 128525818
a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects,
including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving:
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial evidence v
of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42.
ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? v
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? v
iv) Landslides? v
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? v
c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would
become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- v
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or
collapse?
d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the
Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or v
property?
e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks
or alternative waste water disposal systems where sewers are not v
available for the disposal of waste water?
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Setting:

The coastal region of California is located at the margin of two lithospheric plates of the earth’s
crust, the Pacific plate to the west and the North American plate to the east. The movement of
the Pacific plate northward relative to the North American plate results in the accumulation of
stress along the margin of the plates. Earthquakes result as the strain is released by the rupture
of the earth. The plate motion has resulted in the development of the San Andreas Fault
System, a series of northwest-southeast trending active faults, including the San Andreas, San
Gregorio, Hayward-Rodgers Creek, Calaveras, and other active faults. All of these active
regional faults are capable of generating damaging earthquakes. The U.S. Geological Survey
has estimated that there was a 63 percent probability that between 2008 and 2037, a 6.7 or
greater magnitude earthquake will occur within the San Francisco Bay Region." The probability
of a 6.7 magnitude or greater earthquake occurring along individual faults was estimated to be
31 percent along the Hayward-Rodgers Creek Fault, 21 percent along the San Andreas Fault,
seven percent along the Calaveras Fault and six percent along the Garlock fault.

Impacts:

VIl. (a). Less Than Significant Impact

® Earthquake Fault: A significant impact may occur if the project site is subject to fault
rupture from a known earthquake fault as delineated on the most recent Alquist-
Priolo Fault Zoning Map or based on substantial evidence of a known fault. The
project site is not located in an Alquist-Priolo Fault zone or in an area subject to fault
rupture. Therefore, impacts are less than significant and no mitigation is necessary.

(i) Seismic_Shaking: A significant impact may occur if the proposed project were to
represent an increased risk to public safety or destruction of property by exposing
people, property, or infrastructure to seismically induced ground shaking hazards
that are greater than the average risk associated with locations in the Northern
California region. The project site is located within the larger seismically active San
Francisco Bay Area region, which has several known seismically active faults.
According to the Uniform Building Code’s (UBC) Seismic Hazard Zone map, the
entire Bay Area, including the project site, is located in Seismic Zone 4 (as mapped
by the California Geological Survey), which has the highest seismic risk (i.e., even
though no faults are located on the site, faults within the region could cause strong
seismic ground shaking in the project Area during a large earthquake event). The
probability of strong seismic ground shaking due to ground rupture exists throughout
the region. However, the project only proposes trail improvements to an existing
public trail, and because no buildings will be located at the site, the risk of potential
impacts is less than significant.

(iii) Risk of Ground Failure: According to the USGS Susceptibility Map of the San
Francisco Bay Area, the site has a low to moderate susceptibility of liquefaction.?
Slope stability is indicated as good to fair (primarily hard marine sandstone and
shale) (CCC General Plan 2005). The proposed project consists of improvements to
an existing public trail and fire road; no development other than installation of

1 United States Geologic Survey, 2008. Forecasting California’s Earthquakes — What Can We Expect in the Next
30 Years. Website: http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2008/3027/fs2008-3027.pdf. Web Accessed November 30, 2010.

2 USGS San Francisco Bay Region Geology and Geologic Hazards, Susceptibility Map of the San Francisco Bay
Area interactive map. Website: http://geomaps.wr.usgs.gov/sfgeo/liquefaction/susceptibility.htmi.
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culverts and slope stabilization is proposed. Therefore, impacts related to risk of
ground failure would be less than significant.

(iv) Risk of Landslides: A project-related significant adverse effect may occur if the
project is located in a hillside area with soil conditions that would suggest a high
potential for landslides. The topography of the site is sloping and there are a
number of areas proposed for stabilization, which would reduce risk of landslides.
Thus, implementation of the project may have a beneficial effect on landslide risk,
and the risk of landslides is less than significant.

VII. (b). Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation. A significant impact may occur if a
project exposes large areas to the erosional effects of wind or water for a protracted period of
time. The soils underlying the project site are classified as presenting slight to no hazard.
Project construction activities, such as grading, may increase the potential for erosion to occur
at the project site. These potential impacts would be reduced by the implementation of a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). With the implementation of Mitigation Measure
HYD-1, impacts associated with the proposed project would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: See Mitigation Measure HYD-1 in Section IX (a).

VII. (c, d). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project is built in
an unstable area without proper site preparation or design features to provide adequate
foundations for the project buildings, thus posing a hazard to life and property. The project does
not propose construction of any buildings on-site, and incorporates slope stabilization measures
to reduce the risk of collapse. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

VII. (e). No Impact. The project would not involve the use of septic tanks or alternative waste
water disposal systems.
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a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through v

the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the v
release of hazardous materials into the environment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing v
or proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials
sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, v
as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment?
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VIll. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
Would the project:

IYES: Potentially
ISignificant Impact
Significant With
NO: Less Than
Significant Impact
NO: No Impact

NO: Less Than
Mitigation

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or
public use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard for
people residing or working in the project area?

<

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project
result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project v
area?

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted v
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to v
urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed with wildlands?

Setting:

The proposed project is bordered by residential development and ranchland to the north, public
lands, ranches and agricultural lands to the east, west and south. It is an important north-south
connector for trail users and emergency vehicles travelling between Alhambra Valley and
Franklin Canyon. Buchanan Airport is located approximately six miles east of the project site.

Impacts:

VII. (a). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if the proposed project would involve the
use, transport or disposal of hazardous materials as part of its routine operations. Operation of
the proposed project would not involve the use of hazardous materials that would have the
potential to generate toxic or otherwise hazardous emissions. No impact would occur.

VIil. (b). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if the proposed project
could create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials. All
potentially hazardous materials used during the construction of the proposed project would be
contained, stored, and used in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions and handled in
compliance with applicable Federal, State and local standards and regulations. Impacts would
be less than significant.

VIIl. (c). No impact. A project-related significant adverse effect may occur if the project site is
located within 0.25 miles of an existing or proposed school site, and is projected to release toxic
emissions, which would pose a health hazard beyond regulatory thresholds. The project would
not emit hazardous emissions, nor handle hazardous materials or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within 0.25 miles of an existing or proposed school. No school is located
within 0.25 miles of the site. Therefore, no impacts are expected.
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VIIl. (d). No Impact. California Government Code Section 65962.5 requires various State
agencies to compile lists of hazardous waste disposal facilities, unauthorized release from
underground storage tanks, contaminated drinking water wells, and solid waste facilities from
which there is known migration of hazardous waste and submit such information to the
Secretary for Environmental Protection on an annual basis. This question would apply only if
the project site were included on any of the above lists, and therefore would pose an
environmental hazard to surrounding sensitive uses. The project area is not a pre-determined
hazardous materials site, pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. Therefore, no
impacts would occur.

VIll. (e, f). No Impact. A significant project-related impact may occur if the proposed project
were placed within a public airport land use plan area or within two miles of a public airport, and
subject to a safety hazard. The nearest airport is Buchanan Airport, located approximately 6
miles east of the project site. Thus, the project site is not located within an airport land use plan
area or within 2 miles of a public airport or public use airport, and the project site is not located
within the vicinity of a private airstrip that would subject area residents and workers to a safety
hazard. Therefore, there would be no impact.

VIII. (g). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if the project were to interfere with roadway
operations used in conjunction with an emergency response plan or emergency evacuation
plan, or would generate sufficient traffic to create traffic congestion that would interfere with the
execution of such a plan. The proposed project improves an existing trail and would facilitate
access for emergency vehicles when needed. It is not expected to result in a significant
increase of daily vehicle trips at the site. Thus the proposed project would not impair the
implementation of, or physically interfere with, any adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan and no impacts would occur.

VIIl. (h). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project is located in
proximity to wildland areas and would pose a potential fire hazard, which could affect persons or
structures in the area in the event of a fire. The project site is located outside areas designated
"Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones" as recommended by CAL FIRE and depicted on the
Fire Resource Assessment Program (FRAP) maps.® Thus, impacts would be less than
significant.

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY
Would the project:

YES: Potentially
Significant

Impact
NO: Less Than

Significant

Impact
NO: No Impact

Significant With

NO: Less Than
Mitigation

a) Violate any water quality standards, conflict with water quality
objectives, fail to meet waste discharge requirements,
significantly degrade any surface water body or groundwater, or
adversely affect the beneficial uses of such waters, including
public uses and aquatic, wetland and riparian habitat?

A

3 California Department of Forestry and Protection, Fire and Resource Assessment Program (FRAP). Contra
Costa County Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Website:
http./ffrap.cdf.ca.gov/webdata/maps/contra_costa/fhszs_map.7.padf.
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b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there would be
a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local
groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing v
nearby wells would drop to a level which would not support
existing land uses or planned uses for which permits have been
granted)?

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream or v
river, in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or
siltation on- or off-site (i.e. within a watershed)?

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or
area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream or
river, or substantially increase the rate or amount of surface v
runoff (e.g., due to increased impervious surfaces) in a manner
which would result in flooding on- or off-site (i.e. within a
watershed)?

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the
capacity of existing or planned storm water drainage systems v
due to changes in runoff flow rates or volumes?

f) Result in a significant increase in pollutant discharges to
receiving waters (marine, fresh, and/or wetlands) during or
following construction (considering water quality parameters
such as temperature, dissolved oxygen, turbidity, and typical v
storm water pollutants such as heavy metals, pathogens,
petroleum derivatives, synthetic organics, sediment, nutrients,
oxygen-demanding substances, and trash)?

g) Result in an increase in any pollutant for which a water body is v
listed as impaired under Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act?

h) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped
on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate v
Map or other flood hazard delineation map?

i) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which v
would impede or redirect flood flows?

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or
death involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the v
failure of a levee or dam?

k) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? v
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Setting:

The project area is located on north- and south-facing slopes in the hills outside Martinez. The
area has Mediterranean climate conditions; dry, hot summers and cool, moist winters. The
average annual rainfall of 19-20 inches occurs primarily from November through March*. The
nearest temperature gauge is in Richmond, CA, where average temperatures range from 50° F
in the winter to 67° F in the summer®; however, this station is along the coast where weather
conditions are typically cooler than inland. Thus, the high temperature value is likely to be an
underestimate of actual conditions at the site.

The trail route crosses a number of ephemeral drainages, some of which are presently culverted
and others which would be culverted as part of the proposed project. One of the purposes of
the project is to improve drainage and slope stability during runoff events, and reduce the
potential for transport of eroded sediments in site runoff water. Drainage from the site could
ultimately contribute to water quality in San Pablo Bay.

Federal and State Requirements

Pursuant to Clean Water Act Section 402 and the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, on
September 2, 2009, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) adopted an
NPDES General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction and Land
Disturbance Activities, Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ, NPDES No. CAS000002 (Construction
General Permit).

To obtain coverage under the Construction General Permit, the project applicant must provide
via electronic submittal, a Notice of Intent, a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP),
and other documents required by Attachment B of the Construction General Permit. Activities
subject to the Construction General Permit include clearing, grading, and disturbances to the
ground, such as grubbing or excavation. The permit also covers linear underground and
overhead projects such as pipeline installations. Construction General Permit activities are
regulated at a local level by the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
(Water Board).

The performance standard in the Construction General Permit is that dischargers shall minimize
or prevent pollutants in stormwater discharges and authorized non-stormwater discharges
through the use of controls, structures, and management practices that achieve Best Available
Technology (BAT) for treatment of toxic and non-conventional pollutants and Best Conventional
Technology (BCT) for treatment of conventional pollutants.® The permit also imposes numeric
action levels” (Level 2 and Level 3 projects) and numeric effluent limits (Level 3 projects) for pH
and turbidity, as well as minimum BMPs that must be implemented at all sites.

World Climate website: http://www.worldclimate.com/cgi-bin/grid.pl?gr=N37W122.

Ibid.

As defined by U.S. EPA, Best Available Technology (BAT) is a technology-based standard established by the
CWA as the most appropriate means available on a national basis for controlling the direct discharge of toxic
and non-conventional pollutants to navigable waters. The BAT effluent limitations guidelines, in general,
represent the best existing performance of treatment technologies that are economically achievable. Best
Conventional Technology (BCT) is a technology-based standard that applies to treatment of conventional
pollutants, such as total suspended solids.

7 Numeric action levels are used as a waming to evaluate if BMPs are effective and fo take necessary corrective
actions.
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A SWPPP must be prepared by a Qualified SWPPP Developer that meets the certification
requirements in the Construction General Permit. The purpose of the SWPPP is to (1) to help
identify the sources of sediment and other pollutants that could affect the quality of stormwater
discharges; and (2) to describe and ensure the implementation of BMPs to reduce or eliminate
sediment and other pollutants in stormwater as well as non-stormwater discharges resulting
from construction activity. Operation of BMPs must be overseen by a Qualified SWPPP
Practitioner that meets the requirements outlined in the permit. For Level 2 and Level 3
projects, the discharger must also prepare a Rain Event Action Plan as part of the SWPPP that
must be designed to protect all exposed portions of the construction site; a Rain Event Action
Plan must be prepared 48 hours before each predicted qualifying rain event.

The SWPPP must also include a construction site monitoring program. The monitoring program
includes, depending on the project risk level, visual observations of site discharges, water
quality monitoring of site discharges (pH, turbidity, and non-visible pollutants, if applicable), and
receiving water monitoring (pH, turbidity, suspended sediment concentration, and
bioassessment).

Impacts:

IX. (a). Less Than Significant With Mitigation. The proposed project includes the
construction of storm water drainage infrastructure (culverts) which have been sized to
accommodate estimated storm water flows. This runoff would flow generally north-westward
through the culverts and ultimately drain to Rodeo Creek, which drains into San Pablo Bay. The
project will not include any impervious area and is not anticipated to result in additional runoff
during storm events. Operation of the project would not violate any water quality standards or
significantly degrade any water body. However, during project construction, soil disturbances at
the project site may impact water quality of storm water runoff. These potential impacts would
be reduced by the implementation of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). With
the implementation of Mitigation Measure HYD-1, impacts associated with the proposed project
would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures:

HYD-1 The applicant shall prepare a SWPPP which shall be implemented during
construction and the following Best Management Practices (BMPs) shall be
included in the SWPPP to ensure that water quality of surface runoff is
maintained and no siltation of downstream waterways occurs:

e To the extent possible, project grading would take place in the dry season
between July 1 and October 31 to minimize immediate erosion/siltation.

o Construction materials and waste shall be handled and disposed of properly in
compliance with applicable law to prevent contact with storm water.

o Discharge of all potential pollutants, including petroleum products, chemicals,
wash water or sediments, and non-storm water discharges to storm drains and
watercourses shall be controlled and prevented.

e Sediment controls such as straw mulch, silt fences, sediment basins or traps
and/or other measures shall be employed during construction.

o Tracking dirt or other materials off-site shall be avoided and off-site paved
areas shall be cleaned regularly using dry sweeping methods.
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e The contractor shall train and provide instruction to all employees and
subcontractors regarding construction BMPs.

IX. (b). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project includes deep excavations
resulting in the potential to interfere with groundwater movement or includes withdrawal of
groundwater or paving of existing permeable surfaces important to groundwater recharge. The
project does not propose major excavation work. Minor grading would be required at the site on
existing slopes, which would not intersect the groundwater table. The proposed project does
not include the use of wells or an increase in impermeable surface. Thus, no impacts would
occur. :

IX. (c). Less Than Significant With Mitigation. A significant impact may occur if a project
results in a substantial alteration of drainage patterns that would result in a substantial increase
in erosion or siltation during construction or operation of the project. The project does not
propose to substantially alter the course of a stream or river, nor substantially increase the rate
or amount of surface runoff in a manner that would result in flooding. However, if appropriate
Best Management Practices are not used during on-site grading and operation of the proposed
project, the project could result in potentially significant impacts related to erosion or siltation.
With the implementation of Mitigation Measures HYD-1, impacts would be less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: See Mitigation Measure HYD-1.

IX. (d). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project results in
increased runoff volumes during construction or operation of the project that would result in
flooding conditions affecting the project site or nearby properties. The proposed project
includes the construction of storm water drainage infrastructure (culverts) which have been
sized to accommodate estimated storm water flows. This runoff would flow generally north-
westward through the culverts and ultimately drain to Rodeo Creek, which drains into San Pablo
Bay. The project will not include any impervious area and is not anticipated to result in
additional runoff during storm events. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

IX. (e). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project would increase the volume of
storm water runoff to a level which exceeded the capacity of the storm drain system serving a
project site. The area is not served by a storm drain system. No impacts would occur.

IX. (f, g). Less Than Significant With Mitigation. A significant impact may occur if a project
includes potential sources of storm water pollutants that would have the potential to
substantially degrade water quality or result in an increase in any pollutant for which a water
body is listed as impaired under Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act. The ephemeral
drainages along the project route eventually drain to Rodeo Creek, which is an impaired water
body for the pesticide diazinon (Pacific Institute 2009). The project will not use diazinon during
construction or operation, or contribute to diazinon concentrations in Rodeo Creek. During
construction, sediments from the site have the potential to degrade water quality, but these
impacts would be less than significant with implementation of mitigation measure HYD-1.

Mitigation Measures: See Mitigation Measure HYD-1.
IX. (h). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to place housing within a

100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance
Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map. No housing would be placed on the site as a
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result of this project, and the project site is not within a 100-year flood hazard area; thus, no
impact would occur.

IX. (i, j). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to place within a 100-year
flood hazard area structures which would impede or redirect flood flows. The project will not
place any structures and is not within a 100-year flood hazard area. No impact would occur.

IX. (k). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to expose people or
structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving inundation by seiche, tsunami, or
mudflow. The project is not located along the coast and would not expose any people or
structures to risk of inundation. No impacts would occur.
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a) Physically divide an established community. v
b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of an
agency with jurisdiction over the project (including, but not limited to
the general plan, specific plan, local coastal program, or zoning v
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?
c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural v
community conservation plan?

Setting:

The project site is designated as Parks and Recreation and Agricultural and zoned as General
Agriculture (5 acre minimum) and Agriculture Preserve (20 acre minimum). It is bordered by
rural residences to the north, ranchland and open space to the east, west, and south. It abuts
Muir Heritage Land Trust properties Sky Ranch, Dutra Ranch and Gustin properties, all recently
dedicated as open space.

Impacts:

X. (a). No impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were sufficiently large enough or
otherwise configured in such a way as to create a physical barrier within an established
community. No established community is present in the area, and no physical division of an
established community would result from the proposed project. No impacts would occur.

X. (b). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project is inconsistent with applicable land
use plans or zoning designations and would cause adverse environmental effects, which these
regulations are designed to avoid or mitigate. The Contra Costa County General Plan
designates the project area as Parks and Recreation and Agricultural. The proposed project
involves improvements to an existing public trail and fire road. It is zoned Agriculture and
Agriculture Preserve. The proposed project would grade and improve an existing trail. No
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substantial changes or alterations to present or planned uses are proposed by the project.
Thus, no impacts would occur.

X. (c). No Impact. A significant impact may also occur if a project were to conflict with any
applicable habitat conservation plan or natural community conservation plan. Western Contra
Costa County does not have a habitat conservation plan or natural community conservation
plan. The County General Plan does define goals for protection of biological resources. The
project was reviewed within the General Plan framework and does not conflict with those goals

or policies.
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a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that v
would be of value to the region and the residents of the state?
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific v
plan or other land use plan?

Impacts:

Xl (a, b). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if the project site is located in an area
used or available for extraction of a regionally important mineral resource, or if the proposed
project would convert an existing or future regionally important mineral extraction use to another
use, or if the proposed project would affect access to a site used or potentially available for
regionally important mineral resource extraction. No mineral resources of value are known to
occur in the area of the Feeder Trail; it follows an established route between rural residential
and ranch holdings and dedicated open space. The construction of the proposed project would
neither result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource, nor result in the loss of
availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local general
plan, specific plan or other land use plan. No impact would occur.
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Would the project result in: w2922 |02 |9
a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of
standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or v
applicable standards of other agencies?
b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive groundborne v
vibration or groundborne noise levels?
c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the v
project vicinity above levels existing without the project?
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XII. NOISE
Would the project result in:

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in
the project vicinity above levels existing without the project?

YES: Potentially
Significant impact
NO: Less Than
X\ [Significant With
NO: Less Than
Significant impact
NO: No impact

Mitigation

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or v
public use airport, would the project expose people residing or
working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project
expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive v
noise levels?

Setting:

Sound is described in terms of amplitude (loudness) and frequency (pitch). The standard unit of
sound amplitude measurement is the decibel (dB). The decibel scale is a logarithmic scale that
describes the physical intensity of the pressure vibrations that make up any sound. The pitch of
the sound is related to the frequency of the pressure vibration. Since the human ear is not
equally sensitive to a given sound level at all frequencies, a special frequency-dependent rating
scale has been devised to relate noise to human sensitivity. The A-weighted decibel scale
(dBA) provides this compensation by discriminating against frequencies in a manner
approximating the sensitivity of the human ear.

Noise is typically defined as unwanted sound. A typical noise environment consists of a base of
steady “background” noise that is the sum of many indistinguishable noise sources.
Superimposed on this background noise is sound from individual local sources, such as an
occasional aircraft or train passing by, or continuous traffic on a major highway.

Several rating scales have been developed to analyze the adverse effect of noise on people.
Since environmental noise fluctuates over time, these scales consider that the effect of noise
upon people is largely dependent upon the total acoustical energy content of the noise, as well
as the time of day when the noise occurs. Those that are applicable to this analysis are as
follows:

e L. — An Lgg, Or equivalent energy noise level, is the average acoustic energy content of
noise for a stated period of time. Thus, the L¢q of a time-varying noise and that of a
steady noise are the same if they deliver the same acoustic energy to the ear during
exposure. For evaluating community impacts, this rating scale does not vary,
regardless of whether the noise occurs during the day or the night.

* Lnax — The maximum instantaneous noise level experienced during a given period of
time.

¢ Lmin — The minimum instantaneous noise level experienced during a given period of time.

e CNEL - The Community Noise Equivalent Level is a 24-hour average Leq with a 5 dBA
“weighting” during the hours of 7:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M. and a 10 dBA “weighting” added
to noise during the hours of 10:00 P.M. to 7:00 A.M. to account for noise sensitivity in
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the evening and nighttime, respectively. The logarithmic effect of these additions is that
a 60 dBA 24 hour Leq would result in a measurement of 66.7 dBA CNEL.

Given the site’s relatively remote location, existing ambient noise in the project area is quiet;
nearby road (Franklin Canyon Road and Alhambra Boulevard) noise is minimal.

Impacts:

Xll. (a). Less Than Significant With Mitigation. A significant impact may occur if the
proposed project would generate excess noise that would cause the ambient noise environment
at the project site to exceed noise levels in excess of local standards. Contra Costa County
does not have a noise ordinance. The construction activities associated with the project may
involve the use of heavy equipment such as tractors, loaders, and graders. Trucks would be used
to deliver equipment and materials and to haul away waste materials. This equipment would
generate temporary steady-state and episodic noise that would be heard both on and off the
project site.

The noisiest pieces of construction equipment, jack hammers and pavers, would not be used on
the project. As with all construction equipment, noise levels would diminish rapidly with distance
from the construction site. There are few residences located adjacent to the project route; along
the majority of the route adjacent property is open space or ranch land. However, residents near
the Dutra Road terminus of the project could experience temporary, periodic, noticeable increases
in noise levels during the project's construction period, even with implementation of the noise
control measures. Therefore, project impacts related to temporary noise increases associated
with project construction would be potentially significant but adherence to the following mitigation
measures to require compliance with local ordinances addressing construction hours and
practices, would reduce potential noise impact during project construction and operation to a
less-than-significant level.

Mitigation Measures:

NOISE-1 In addition to compliance with existing local, State and federal regulations, the
following measures shall be required for new construction associated with the
project:

e Construction activity shall be limited to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Monday through Saturday.

¢ All construction vehicle and equipment shall be fitted with working mufflers.
All stationary noise-generating equipment, such as compressors, should be
located as far as possible from existing houses.

¢ Machinery, including motors, shall be turned off when not in use.

e Mobile equipment shall not run idle near existing residences.

XIl. (b). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if the proposed project
were to generate excessive vibration during construction or operation activities. Vibration is
sound radiated through the ground. Vibration can result from a source (e.g., subway
operations, vehicles, machinery equipment, etc.) causing the adjacent ground to move, thereby
creating vibration waves that propagate through the soil to the foundations of nearby buildings.
This effect is referred to as groundborne vibration. Most perceptible indoor vibration is caused
by sources within buildings such as operation of mechanical equipment, movement of people, or
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the slamming of doors. Typical outdoor sources of perceptible groundborne vibration are
construction equipment, steel-wheeled trains, and traffic on rough roads. |If a roadway is
smooth, the groundborne vibration from traffic is rarely perceptible. The range of interest is from
approximately 50 VdB, which is the typical background vibration velocity level, to 100 VdB,
which is the general threshold where minor damage can occur in fragile buildings.

Due to the limited nature of project construction and that heavy equipment such as pile drivers
would not be required, the project is not anticipated to cause exposure of persons to or
generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels during project
construction. Impacts during project construction would be less than significant, and no impacts
would occur during project operation.

Xll. (c). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if the proposed project
were to result in a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels above existing
ambient noise levels without the proposed project. As discussed previously, it is widely
accepted that in the community noise environment the average healthy ear can barely perceive
CNEL noise level changes of 3 dBA. CNEL changes from 3 to 5 dBA may be noticed by some
individuals who are extremely sensitive to changes in noise. A 5 dBA CNEL increase is readily
noticeable, while the human ear perceives a 10 dBA CNEL increase as a doubling of sound.

Generally, in order to achieve a 3 dBA CNEL increase in ambient noise from traffic, the volume
on any given roadway would need to double. The proposed project does not include an
increase in the overall amount of vehicle trips. Given this small amount of vehicle trips to the
project site, the existing traffic volumes on the roadways in the project vicinity would not be
doubled. As a result of the project, no long-term significant increase in ambient noise levels is
expected. Thus, impacts associated with traffic noise levels from the proposed project would be
less than significant.

Xll. (d). Less Than Significant With Mitigation. A significant impact may occur if a project
were to result in a substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels above
existing ambient noise levels without the proposed project. See answer XlI (a).

Mitigation Measures: See Mitigation Measure NOISE-1.

XIl. (e, f). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were located within an airport
land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or
public use airport, would the project expose people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels. A significant impact may also occur if a project would expose people
residing or working in the in the vicinity of a private airstrip to excessive noise levels. The
project site is not located within an airport land use plan, within two miles of a public airport or
public use airport, or within the vicinity of a private airstrip. Therefore, no impact would occur.

East Bay Regional Park District Draft Initial Study
Feeder Trail #1 Project -40- July 2012



Exhibit 4: CEQA Documents

EBRPD Feeder Trail #1 Environmental Checklist / Initiai Study
3] B
> g
SE |55 |58 %
c - | = == Q
S5 |aGs|ak | E
Xlll. POPULATION AND HOUSING el 1832|388 |2
. . wc . g) I = ..
Would the project: u= 1222122 |2
a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for
example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for v
example, through extension of roads or other infrastructure)?
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the v
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?
c) Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the v
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

Impacts:

Xlll. (a-c). No Impact. A significant impact would occur if a project would locate new
development such as homes, businesses, or infrastructure, with the effect of substantially
inducing growth in the project area that would otherwise not have occurred as rapidly or in as
great a magnitude. A significant impact may also occur is the project would result in the
substantial displacement of existing housing units or people, necessitating the construction of

replacement housing elsewhere.

The proposed project would improve the existing route of Feeder Trail #1, an established north-
south through route used by hikers, cyclists, equestrians, and emergency vehicles. The project
does not include the extension of roadways or other infrastructure, and thus would not induce
population growth in the area. The proposed project would not displace substantial numbers of
housing or people, necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere.

Therefore, no impacts to population and housing would occur.

XIlv. PUBLIC SERVICES
Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts -3 c B
associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental E g E § E: g B
facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the 6= |F % Ee g
construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in é ] § 8 ,§ § S | o
order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other GEIZES|IZE |2
performance objectives for any of the following public services: w 5-’; g u’%’g g 2 g
a) Fire protection? v
b) Police protection? v
c) Schools? v
d) Parks? v
e) Other public facilities? v
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Impacts:

XIV. (a-e). No Impact. A significant impact to public services may occur if a project resulted in
substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered
government facilities, or the need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objective for any of the following
public services.

The proposed project would improve the existing route of Feeder Trail #1, an established north-
south through route used by hikers, cyclists, equestrians, and emergency vehicles. The
proposed project would not introduce new land uses and associated population that would
significantly increase demands for public services. Therefore, the proposed project would not
result in the substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or
physically altered governmental facilities, nor the need for new or physically altered
governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts,
in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives
for any public service. Therefore, no impacts would occur.
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Would the project: u2e e 25 e 2g |2
a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or

other recreational facilites such that substantial physical v

deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated?

b) Include recreational facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities which might have an adverse v
- physical effect on the environment?

Impacts:

XV. (a, b). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project would
include substantial employment or population growth which could generate an increased
demand for public park facilities that exceeds the capacities of existing parks and causes
premature deterioration of the park facilities. A significant impact may also occur if a project
includes the construction or expansion of park facilities and such construction would have a
significant adverse effect on the environment.

The proposed project would not introduce new recreational facilities nor induce an increase in
population that could require construction or expansion of recreational facilities. Although a
modest increase in use of the open space accessed by Feeder Trail #1 may occur as a result of
the improvements anticipated in this project, it would not result in the construction of any facility
that would have an adverse physical effect on the environment. Impacts would be less than
significant.
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Would the project: U 1885182 |8

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing
measures of effectiveness for the performance of the circulation
system, taking into account all modes of transportation including
mass transit and non-motorized travel and relevant components of v
the circulation system, including but not limited to intersections,
streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and
mass transit?

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion management program,
including, but not limited to level of service standards and travel v
demand measures, or other standards established by the county
congestion management agency for designated roads or highways?

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase
in traffic levels or a change in location that results in substantial v
safety risks?

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm v
equipment)?

e) Result in inadequate emergency access? v

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public
transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the v
performance or safety of such facilities?

Setting:

The project area is located between Dutra Road, off Franklin Canyon Road, to the north, and
Ferndale Road to the south. The existing Feeder Trail #1 is an established route for hikers,
bikers, and equestrians.

Impacts:

XVI. (a). Less Than Significant impact. A significant impact may occur if a project would
conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing measures of effectiveness for
the performance of the circulation system. During construction, there may be some increase in
vehicle trips to the trail. Following construction, the trail improvements may result in an increase
of trail users, but the increase is expected to be modest because no additional parking is being
provided at either access point. The proposed project would not conflict with an applicable plan,
ordinance or policy establishing measures of effectiveness for the performance of the circulation
system. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

XVI. (b). No impact. A significant impact may occur if adopted California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) or County thresholds for congestion management would be exceeded.
This project connects to two rural roads, Ferndale Road and Dutra Road, which do not have
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congestion management plans. The project will not provide any additional parking beyond the
limited number of spaces (approximately four) currently available off Dutra Road. Thus, the trail
improvements would not induce a major increase in traffic to and from the site, and would have
no impact on congestion on major roads.

XVI. (c). No Impact. This question would apply to the proposed project only if it were an
aviation-related use. The project site does not contain any aviation-related uses, and the
proposed project would not include the development of any aviation-related uses. Thus, the
proposed project would have no impact on air traffic patterns.

XVI. (d). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to include a new roadway
design, introduce a new land use or project features into an area with specific transportation
requirements and characteristics that have not been previously experienced in that area, or if
project access or other features were designed in such a way as to create hazardous
conditions. The proposed project does not include any roadway design or road features. Sight
distance for motorists to access and depart the project site would not be altered, and no impacts
would occur.

XVI. (e). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project design would not provide
emergency access or in any other way threaten the ability of emergency vehicles to access and
serve the project site or adjacent uses. The proposed project would improve emergency vehicle
access to the areas served by Feeder Trail #1; it would not alter existing circulation patterns,
street design or access. The proposed project would not create features which might generate
hazardous road conditions, and no design features are proposed that would create new traffic
hazards or result in inadequate emergency access. No impacts would occur.

XVI. (f). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project would conflict with adopted
policies, plans, or programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise
decrease the performance or safety of such facilities. The project does not impact or conflict
with adopted policies, plans or programs supporting alternative transportation. Therefore, no
impact would occur.

XVIl. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS
Would the project:

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable
Regional Water Quality Control Board?

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater
treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant environmental effects?

YES: Potentially
Significant Impact
ISignificant With
NO: Less Than
Significant Impact

NO: Less Than
Mitigation

< NO: No Impact

<

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage
facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which v
could cause significant environmental effects?

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from
existing entittements and resources, or are new or expanded v
entitlements needed?
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Would the project: us 1082902 |9
e) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider
which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity v
to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider's
existing commitments?
f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient pemmitted capacity to v
accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs?
g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations v
related to solid waste?

Impacts:

XVII. (a, b). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project exceeds wastewater
treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). A
significant impact may also occur if a project would increase water consumption or wastewater
generation to such a degree that the capacity of facilities currently serving the project site would
be exceeded. The proposed project does not involve any uses that would discharge
wastewater to sanitary sewer or on-site wastewater (septic) systems. Therefore, there would be
no impacts.

XVIL. (c). Less Than Significant Impact with Mitigation. A significant impact may occur if the
proposed project would result in the construction of new storm water drainage facilities or
expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental
effects. The proposed project includes the construction and replacement of culverts and
drainage basins for ephemeral channels which ultimately flow to the Bay via Rodeo Creek.
Improving drainage along the trail is one of the goals of the project and once installed, the
culverts should have a limited and potentially beneficial effect on the environment, by reducing
erosion and sedimentation. During construction, the project's impacts would be mitigated as
described above in the Hydrology section (Measure HYDRO-1). With implementation of this
measure, impacts would be less than significant.

XVII. (d). Less Than Significant impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to
increase water consumption to such a degree that new water sources would need to be
identified, or that existing resources would be consumed at a pace greater than planned for by
purveyors, distributors, and service providers. While limited amounts of water would be used
during the construction phase, the operational phase of the project does not involve or require
water service.

XVII. (e). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project would increase wastewater
generation to such a degree that the capacity of facilities currently serving the project site would
be exceeded. The proposed project does not include wastewater infrastructure and would not
produce any wastewater; therefore, the project would not interfere with any wastewater
treatment provider's service capacity, and no impacts would occur.
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XVII. (f). Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project were to
increase solid waste generation to a degree that existing and projected landfill capacity would
be insufficient to accommodate the additional solid waste. The project consists of
improvements to an existing trail; the construction phase of the project would not generate a
significant amount of solid waste nor place any burden on the existing permitted capacity of any
landfill or transfer station. Impacts would be less than significant.

XVII. (g). No Impact. A significant impact may occur if a project would generate solid waste
that was not disposed of in accordance with applicable regulations. The proposed project would
comply with federal, state, and local statutes related to solid waste, and no significant regulatory
impacts are anticipated. Therefore, no impact would occur.
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XVIIl. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE U2 12835188 |8

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, v
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered
plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods
of California history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means
that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when v
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of
other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects.)

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or v
indirectly?

XVIII. (a). Less Than Significant impact with Mitigation. The proposed project may result in
several impacts that would be significant if left unmitigated. Mitigation Measures AQ-1, BIO-1,
BIO-2, BIO-3, CULT-1, NOISE-1, and HYDRO-1 would fully mitigate all potential impacts to
levels of less than significant. With the implementation of these mitigation measures, the
proposed project would have less than significant impacts.

XVIII. (b). Less Than Significant Impact. No other planned or reasonably foreseeable projects
were identified in the vicinity of the project site. Given the size of the project, its impacts and
mitigation measures, the incremental effects of the project are not considerable when
considered in connection with the effects of past, current, and probable future projects.
Therefore, the proposed project would not result in a cumulatively considerable impact and
impacts would be less than significant.
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XVIII. (c). Less Than Significant Impact. As noted in the responses to Question | through XViII
above, the proposed project would not result in any significant impacts that cannot be fully
mitigated. Thus, the proposed project would result in less than significant adverse effects on
human beings.
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Exhibit 4: CEQA Documents





