
 
  

 

 
 

 
Douglas Bosco, Chair        September 12, 2011 
Attn: Matt Gerhart 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Chair Bosco, 
 
The Bay Area Ridge Trail Council (Council) is pleased to serve in partnership with the Coastal 
Conservancy, assisting with a competitive grant program offering State funds for acquisition, planning, and 
construction of the Bay Area Ridge Trail. We are creating an uninterrupted 550+ mile multi-use path on 
the ridgelines around San Francisco Bay and over 330 miles are now dedicated to enjoy today and 
protected for future generations. 
 
On September 8, 2011 the Ridge Trail Council Board of Directors voted to endorse a funding request from 
the East Bay Regional Park District (District) for up to $125,000 to help fund construction and survey work 
on a segment of the historic Feeder Trail #1 near Martinez, in northern Contra Costa County. The majority 
of the grant would support construction of new drainage structures, regrading of the trail tread and hillside 
stabilization along 3 miles of the Feeder Trail, including 2 miles of Ridge Trail and 1 mile that will serve as 
a crucial connector route to the nearby community.  A small portion of the grant would fund survey and 
title research for an adjacent 0.7 mile of the historic route to the west.  Conservancy funds would be 
matched by approximately $25,900 from the District. 
 
This grant supports the next logical phase leading to re-opening the historic Feeder Trail. Previously, a 
small Conservancy-funded grant helped support survey and title research necessary for the District to 
secure property control.  Construction will allow 3 miles of multi-use trail access from Franklin Canyon to 
Alhambra Valley and across Muir Heritage Land Trust’s Sky Ranch. Views of the East Bay from 
Carquinez Strait to Mt. Diablo will be available once the trail reopens. 
  
The Council is pleased to support this grant request based on significance for the Ridge Trail, as well as 
other public access and cultural benefits.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Janet McBride, Executive Director 
Bay Area Ridge Trail Council 
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September 20, 2012 

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman  
California Coastal Conservancy  
Board of Directors    
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

I write in strong support of the East Bay Regional Park District’s funding application to the California 
Coastal Conservancy to allow for the construction of an approximately three mile stretch of the Bay 
Area Ridge Trail known as Martinez Feeder Trail #1, and surveying of an additional 0.7 mile- segment 
of the same trail, west of the City of Martinez in unincorporated Contra Costa County.   

Construction and survey of these important trail segments will help connect all 550+ miles of the Bay 
Area Ridge Trail and provide open public access to stunning views and treasured open spaces.  As the 
State Senator who represents the area where the proposed trail will be located, I respectfully request 
the Board’s approval of this funding request which will afford my constituents greater access to this 
scenic property.  If you have any additional questions about this worthwhile project, please feel free to 
contact me at (925) 942-6082. 

Sincerely, 

 
MARK DESAULNIER  
MD:sm 
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