
 

 

 United States Department of the Interior 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex 

1 Marshlands Road 
Fremont, California  94555

 
16 March 2012 
 
 
Luisa Valiela  
San Francisco Bay Program Lead 
U.S. EPA Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA, 94105 
 
 
Dear Ms Valiela: 
 
On behalf of the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge I am writing to convey our 
support for the Coastal Conservancy’s Initial Proposal to the San Francisco Bay Area Water Quality 
Improvement Fund for mercury monitoring related to the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project.   
 
The South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project is one of the country’s largest wetland restoration projects 
and plans to eventually restore approximately 15,000 acres of former salt evaporation ponds back to tidal 
wetlands in South San Francisco Bay. This historic opportunity is unfortunately located in a mercury-rich 
environment due to run off from the historic New Almaden Quicksilver Mine (the Guadalupe River 
watershed drains into the project area: Alviso Slough and adjacent ponds). One of the project’s key 
scientific uncertainties is the lack of knowledge of how tidal restoration could remobilize mercury laden 
sediments or create environmental conditions that increase mercury methylation. In order to continue to 
restore tidal wetlands, the SBSP Restoration Project must monitor the changes in mercury’s distribution, 
availability and bioaccumulation that could be caused by project actions. Without this information, the 
SBSP Restoration Project will not be able to design projects that avoid mercury mobilization and uptake, 
or, possibly, not even be allowed to implement future phases because of lingering concerns about 
mercury. 

This study will provide critical information to SBSP Restoration Project Management Team in guiding 
their future decisions regarding wetland management and restoration.  We appreciate the EPA’s role in 
continuing to fund these important efforts in San Francisco Bay, and request your support for the 
Conservancy’s request to continue the momentum on the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Eric Mruz 
       Manager 
       Don Edwards San Francisco Bay NWR 

Exhibit 2: Letters of Support for U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Grant Application
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and its watershed,  
from the Sierra to the sea  
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The Bay Institute, 695 De Long Ave., Suite 100, Novato, CA 94945  
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SAN FRANCISCO ESTUARY INSTITUTE
4911 Central Avenue, Richmond, CA 94804 • p 510 746 7334 • f 510 746 7300 www.sfei.org

April 20th 2012

Luisa Valiela
San Francisco Bay Program Lead
U.S. EPA Region 9
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA, 94105

Re: Letter of Support of Coastal Conservancy application for Comprehensive Mercury
Studies

Dear Ms Valiela:

On behalf of the San Francisco Estuary Institute, administering the Regional Monitoring Program
for water quality in San Francisco Bay (RIVIP), I am writing to convey our support for the Coastal
Conservancy’s Proposal to the San Francisco Bay Area Water Quality Improvement Fund for
mercury studies related to the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project.

The Regional Monitoring Program is a partner in this study effort. As a representative to the
Technical Review Committee, you are well aware of significant mercury impairment in the Bay and
the substantial resources that the RMP is expending to understand mercury processes, sources, and
pathways that result in food web accumulation.

The RIVIP’ s role in the project is a research participant on the Regional Monitoring Program’s long-
term trend analysis for contaminants in San Francisco Bay birds, and approximately $40,000 of
these Regional Monitoring Program funds can be considered as leveraged matching funds that can
integrate our San Francisco Bay data with this study’s South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project area
in the extreme South Bay. Bay bird mercury trends were most recently summarized in our 2011
Pulse of the Estuary (Pollutant Effects on Aquatic Life). Our 2008 Pulse of the Estuary focused
exclusively on mercury (Mercury: Water Quality Enemy Number One) and provided an excellent
summary of the USGS work sponsored by the RMP.

We hope by participating in this study we can assist the South Bay Salt Pond (SBSP) project to
answer one of the its key scientific uncertainties about how tidal restoration could remobilize
mercury laden sediments or create environmental conditions that increase mercury methylation.
Because we support the SBSP Restoration Project’s goal to restore tidal wetlands, we are
collaborating in this effort to monitor the changes in mercury’s distribution, availability and
bioaccumulation that could be caused by project actions. Without this infonnation, the SBSP
Restoration Project and other wetland restoration efforts around the Bay will not be able to design
projects that avoid mercury mobilization and uptake, or, possibly, not even be allowed to implement
future phases because of lingering concerns about mercury.
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This study will provide critical information to SBSP Restoration Project and others wetland
managers around the Bay in terms of future decisions regarding wetland management and
restoration. We appreciate the EPA’ s role in continuing to fund these important efforts in San
Francisco Bay, and request your support for the Conservancy’s request to continue the momentum
on the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project.

Regards, I,

Meg Sedlak,
RMP Program Manager
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 Oakland, CA  94612 1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400 
510.622.2304 

Fax: 510.622.2501 
http://sfestuary.org 

 

 

 
April 30, 2012 

 
Luisa Valiela 
San Francisco Bay Program Lead 
U.S. EPA Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA, 94105 

 
Re SF Bay Area Water Quality Improvement Fund proposal – California Coastal Conservancy, South 
Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project 

 
Dear Ms. Valiela: 

 
Along with our own three projects under consideration for funding, I am writing to convey our 
additional support for the Coastal Conservancy’s proposal to the San Francisco Bay Area Water 
Quality Improvement Fund for mercury studies related to the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration 
Project. 

 
The Conservancy’s proposed project is consistent with SFEP’s Comprehensive Conservation and 
Management Plan. Specifically, the project will implement Wetlands Action 5.2 which calls for 
studies to address the effects of known stressors and emerging contaminants, including mercury, on 
wetland restoration projects. These studies are critical to help the South Bay Salt Pond project answer 
one of the key scientific uncertainties about how tidal restoration could remobilize mercury laden 
sediments or 
create environmental conditions that increase mercury methylation. This effort will monitor the 
changes 
in mercury distribution, availability and bioaccumulation that could be caused by project actions. 
Without this information, the SBSP Restoration Project and other wetland restoration efforts around 
the Bay will have difficulty designing projects that avoid mercury mobilization and uptake, or, 
possibly, not even be allowed to implement future phases because of lingering concerns about 
mercury. 

 
This study will provide critical information to SBSP Restoration Project and to other wetland 
restoration projects around the Bay. We appreciate the EPA’s role in continuing to fund these 
important efforts in San Francisco Bay, and request your support for continuing the momentum on 
the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Judy A. Kelly 
Director 
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5750 ALMADEN EXPWY 

SAN JOSE, CA 95 118-3614 
TELEPHONE (4081 265-2600 

FACSIMILE (408) 266-0271 
www .val leywater . org 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

May 3,2012 

Ms. Luisa Valiela 
San Francisco Bay Program Lead 
U.S. EPA, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Re: Letter in Support of Coastal Conservancy Application for Comprehensive Mercury Studies 

Dear Ms.Valiela : 

On behalf of the Santa Clara Valley Water District (District), I am writing to convey our support for the 
Coastal Conservancy's (Conservancy) Proposal to the San Francisco Bay Area Water Quality 
Improvement Fund for mercury studies related to the South Bay Salt Pond (SBSP) Restoration Project. 

The District is a partner in this study effort . Our role in the project is as a funder supporting Study 2, and 
we will be providing matching funds of $56,710 in FY2012 and leveraged funds of about $59.545 in 
FY2013 for the partial operation of a water flow monitoring station on Coyote Creek and the water flow 
and sediment monitoring station on the Guadalupe River. These flow and sediment monitoring stations 
are operated by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) . The data provided by these stations is used to 
compute the suspended-sediment flux in Coyote Creek and the Guadalupe River, which is critical for 
understanding the tributary contribution to the regional sediment budget. 

By participating in this study we expect to assist the SBSP Restoration Project to understand one of the 
key scientific uncertainties associated with the restoration which is how tidal restoration remobilizes 
mercury laden sediments or creates conditions that increase mercury methylation. Since we support the 
SBSP Restoration Project's goal to restore tidal wetlands , we are collaborating in this effort to monitor the 
changes in mercury's distribution, availability and bioaccumulation that could be caused by project actions . 
Without this information, the SBSP Restoration Project and other wetland restoration efforts around the 
Bay will not be able to design projects that avoid mercury mobilization and uptake, or, possibly, not even 
be allowed to implement future phases because of lingering concerns about mercury. 

This study will provide critical information to the SBSP Restoration Project and others wetland managers 
around the Bay to assist future decisions regarding wetland management and restorat ion. We appreciate 
the EPA's role in continuing to fund these important efforts in the Bay, and request your support for the 
Conservancy's request to continue the momentum on the SBSP Restoration Project through this grant. 

~(\l . 
AnnDrap~~ 
Deputy Operating Officer 
Watershed Stewardship Division 

cc: P. Showalter. S. Dharasker, C. Elias, L. Lee, D. Drury (via e-mail) 

The mission of the Santa Clara Valley W ater District is a healthy, safe and enhanced quality of living in Santa Clar a County 
through the comprehensive manag ement of wa ter resources in a practical, cost-effective and environmentally sensitive manner. 
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