
 
 
 
November 13, 2012 
 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco, Executive Officer Schuchat and Members of the Coastal Conservancy: 
 
I write in support of three proposed grants on the Coastal Conservancy’s December 6th agenda that 
will fund important elements of the San Diego River Trail:  
 

Planning for the Qualcomm Segment:  Project No. 12-047-01 
Planning for the Carlton Oaks Segment: Project No. 12-050-01 
Flume Trail Segment Construction: Project No. 12-051-01 

 
These three projects total 5½ miles along the San Diego River and when all three are constructed, 
will close critical gaps for a regional trail following the course of the river, extending from the 
Cuyamaca Mountains, to the Pacific Ocean.   
 
The San Diego River Trail implements both the San Diego River Conservancy Act and the San Diego 
River Park Conceptual Plan endorsed by the County of San Diego, City of San Diego, City of Santee, 
and the San Diego River Coalition.  The San Diego River Coalition is comprised of 75 environmental 
and community organizations located along the river.  The Conceptual Plan established the Trail as 
the unifying design element of the proposed San Diego River Park. 
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These three segments were identified in the San Diego River Trail Gaps Analysis that identified 
physical and functional gaps currently preventing completion of the trail.  The Gaps Analysis was 
prepared for the Coastal Conservancy and the San Diego River Conservancy, and the 
recommendations in the report and moving forward on the Qualcomm, Carlton Oaks and Flume Trail 
segments were approved as priorities by the River Conservancy, local governments, and the River 
Coalition. 
 
The San Diego River Trail represents a strong regional collaboration that will connect communities in 
one of San Diego’s most densely populated urban areas to the cultural and natural resources in the 
more rural areas along the 55-mile San Diego River. 
 
I urge the Coastal Conservancy to award the preliminary planning grants to the San Diego 
Association of Governments (SANDAG) and a construction grant to the County of San Diego so that 
this long-sought vision of the San Diego River Trail can become a reality.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
CHRISTINE KEHOE 
Senator, 39th District 
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November 15, 2012 
 
 
Mr. Sam Schuchat, 
Executive Officer 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA  94612-2530 
 
 
Dear Mr. Schuchat: 
 
I am writing in my capacity as the chair of the San Diego River Coalition. 
The San Diego River Coalition is an association of 78 member 
organizations that has been meeting monthly since 2001 to champion the 
creation of a river-long park system and conservation, restoration and 
enhancement of the San Diego River Watershed.  
 
It has come to my attention that the Governing Board of the State Coastal 
Conservancy will be considering approval of grants for three projects on 
the San Diego River Trail at its December 6, 2012, meeting. 
 

Planning for Qualcomm Segment:  Project No. 12-047-01 
Planning for Carlton Oaks Segment: Project No. 12-050-01 
Flume Trail Segment Construction:  Project No. 12-051-01  

In 2002, The San Diego River Park Foundation in partnership with the 
River Coalition completed the San Diego River Park Conceptual Plan with 
a grant from the State Coastal Conservancy, establishing a design 
framework for the River Park system and the establishment of the San 
Diego River Trail from the Cuyamaca Mountains to the Pacific Ocean.  
 
The San Diego River Conservancy based upon principles of the River 
Park Conceptual Plan developed the San Diego River Trail Gaps Analysis, 
and the three segments you are considering on December 6th were 
identified as physical and functional gaps that needed to be completed 
 
The San Diego River Trail is a regional collaboration between state, local 
government and nonprofit organizations that will connect communities in 
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one of California’s most populated metropolitan areas to the historic, 
cultural, recreational and natural resources of the San Diego River.  
 
As Chair of the San Diego River Coalition, I would like to strongly endorse 
your favorable consideration of grants for these three San Diego River 
Trail projects. In particular projects 12-047-01 and 12-050-01are included 
on the River Coalition 2012 Work Program as high priority projects.  As 
such they have the unanimous support of our member organizations. 
Each of these projects fills gaps in the River Trail which will have 
significant value to the people of San Diego.   
 
If I can be of any assistance or provide additional information to support 
these projects, please let me know.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Rob Hutsel 
Executive Director 
The San Diego River Park Foundation 

  
Chair 
San Diego River Coalition 
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San Diego River Coalition 

2012 Work Plan 
 
 
 

Adopted  
November 18, 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The mission of the San Diego River Coalition is preserve and enhance the San Diego River, 
its watershed, and its natural, cultural and recreation resources and to work together to 

advance the vision of the San Diego River Park system 
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III. 2012 Work Plan Projects – PRIORITY 1 
 
ACQUISITIONS 
Priority 1 

1. River Parkway As opportunities become available, any acquisition of title or other 

interest which advances the vision of a continuous river park from the mountains to the 

ocean should be pursued.  This can be done through development agreements, 

easements, access agreements and other arrangements. If acquisitions become available, 

they should be a high priority of any available funding. 
 
SAN DIEGO RIVER TRAIL SYSTEM 
Priority 1  

1. Hanson Pond: Construct multi-use trail from El Monte Road to Ashwood.  $2,000,000 

2. Stadium to Fenton Parkway: Construct porous concrete trail to connect existing trail at 

Fenton Parkway Trolley Station to stadium parking lot          $600,000 

3. Camino del Este Mid-Block Crossing: Construct mid-block crossing on south side of the 

river to connect existing trails.      $400,000 

4. Mission Valley Greenway Crossing at Qualcomm Way: Construct trail crossing on south 

side of the river from existing trail to planned Discovery Center at Grant Park.  Coordinate 

construction with construction of Grant Park project.           $1,754,000 

5. Santee Trail: Construct .386 mile trail across County of San Diego owned property in 

Santee.           $313,000 

6. West River Crossing: Construct trail bridge over river to connect existing east end of 

Estuary trail segment to Mission Valley YMCA/ Friars Road. This connects YMCA facility 

and Sefton Park as well as creates “return-trip” opportunity on north side of the river along 

existing trail network.             $1,000,000 

7. El Capitan Reservoir Trail: This is for a feasibility study to create an Alpine community 

connection to proposed River Trail segment near El Capitan Reservoir boat ramp facilities 

and to explore trail to Conejos Creek along existing flume bench.   $100,000 

 

Category Total Cost  $6,167,000 
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