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STATE CAPITOL 
P.O. BOX 942849 

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0021 
(916) 319-2024 

FAX (916) 319-2124 
 

DISTRICT OFFICE 
5050 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE LOS 

ALTOS, CA 94022 
(650) 691-2121 

FAX (650) 691-2120 
 

 

RICHARD S. GORDON 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, TWENTY-FOURTH DISTRICT 

 

January 28, 2013 
 
Douglas Bosco, Board Chairman 
State Coastal Conservancy   
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re: Project Letter of Support San Francisco Estuary Invasive Spartina Project 
 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco, 
 
I write in support of the San Francisco Estuary Invasive Spartina Project 2/14/13 Request for Board 
Authorization for 2013-15 funding. 
 
The Invasive Spartina Project (ISP) Control Program, the purpose of which is to eradicate invasive 
Spartina in order to protect the long-term health of the native marsh ecosystem and restore the affected 
habitats of the San Francisco Estuary, is a successful project to date and continued funding is critical to 
completing eradication of invasive Spartina from the San Francisco Estuary. 
 
This authorization would enable the Conservancy to continue critical ongoing planning, management, 
revegetation, monitoring, and permit compliance activities needed to support treatment activities through 
March 31, 2015 and to carry out treatment and eradication work by grantees through the 2014 treatment 
season. This work protects habitat function, habitat diversity, and native ecological structure for over 
more than 25,000 acres of tidal marsh and 20,000 acres of mudflats bay-wide.  It’s a critical step in 
ensuring the future success of multiple large-scale tidal wetland restoration projects, including the South 
Bay Salt Ponds Restoration Project, Palo Alto Baylands Nature Preserve, Cooley Landing Restoration 
Project, and many others. 
 
I support the ISP because it helps to reach my environmental goals of restoring native, diverse wetland 
habitats bay-wide for a variety of species in San Francisco Bay.  I highly value the key leadership 
coordination role that the Conservancy has played: organizing dozens of landowners, resource 
managers, stakeholders, scientists, non-profits, and citizens in this effort.  The project is a recognized 
success, and continued funding is critical at this stage in the eradication with only 39 net acres left to 
treat in the estuary. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Rich Gordon 
California State Assemblyman 
Twenty-Fourth District 
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John Knapp, President 
Native Range, Inc. 

Jason Casanova, Vice President 
Council for Watershed Health 

Shawn Kelly, Treasurer 
Southern California Wetlands Recovery 
Project 

Peter Schuyler, Secretary 
Santa Barbara 

Peter Beesley 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company 

Karen Buhr 
California Association of Resource 
Conservation Districts 

Jutta Burger 
Irvine Ranch Conservancy 

Frank Davis 
UC Santa Barbara 

Jennifer Funk 
Chapman University 

Gary Gero 
Climate Action Reserve 

Doug Gibson 
San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy 

Jason Giessow 
Dendra, Inc. 

Kim Hayes 
Elkhorn Slough Foundation 

Dan Knapp 
Los Angeles Conservation Corps 

Chris McDonald 
University of California, Cooperative 
Extension 
 

Student Liaisons 

Bridget Hilbig, UC Riverside 

Meghan Skaer, UC Davis 

[Affiliations for identification only] 

 

 
 

January 31, 2013 

 

Douglas Bosco, Board Chairman 

State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco, 

I am writing to strongly support the San Francisco Estuary Invasive 

Spartina Project’s Request for Board Authorization for 2013-15 

funding. 

The Invasive Spartina Project (ISP) works to eradicate invasive cordgrass 

from San Francisco Estuary’s native marsh ecosystem, protecting critical 

habitat for resident wildlife and migratory waterfowl. The Estuary 

provides critical habitat and ecosystem services, and the impacts of 

invasive cordgrass is important for the long-term health of the Estuary. 

The ISP has been extremely effective to date. Its success stands as an 

example for others in the restoration field. In fact, Cal-IPC recognized 

the excellent work of the Coastal Conservancy and ISP with our 2012 

“Wildland Stewardship Organization of the Year” award.  

The ISP has come a long way already, with only 39 net acres left to 

treat. But eradication of an invasive species needs to be completed or 

the species will once again expand. Ongoing monitoring is essential to 

confirm eradication. Continued funding is critical to completing 

eradication of invasive Spartina in the San Francisco Estuary. 

Cal-IPC works to control the spread of invasive plant species at the 

landscape level in regions throughout California. The ISP plays a strong 

role in accomplishing our regional goals in the Bay Area. We have been 

an ongoing partner and stakeholder in this effort, and highly value the 

key leadership coordination role that the Conservancy has played: 

organizing hundreds of landowners, resource managers, stakeholders, 

scientists, nonprofits, and citizens in the effort.   

The California Invasive Plant Council strongly supports continued 

funding for the Invasive Spartina Project.  

Sincerely, 

 

Doug Johnson 

Executive Director  
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1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400    Oakland, CA  94612 
510.622.2304 

Fax: 510.622.2501 
http://sfestuary.org 

February 4, 2013 
 
Douglas Bosco, Board Chairman 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Letter of Support 
 
San Francisco Estuary Invasive Spartina Project:  
 
2/14/13 Board Authorization for 2013-15 funding 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco, 
 
I am writing to affirm the support of the San Francisco Estuary Partnership for the Estuary Invasive Spartina 
Project per the February 14th  Request for Board Authorization for 2013-15 funding. 
 
The San Francisco Estuary Partnership supports the Spartina Project because it implements an important aspect 
of our Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan – the goal of eradicating invasive plants and 
restoring native, diverse wetland habitats bay-wide for a variety of species in San Francisco Bay.  The San 
Francisco Estuary Partnership has been an on-going partner and stakeholder in this effort, and highly values the 
leadership and coordination role that the Conservancy has played: organizing dozens of landowners, resource 
managers, stakeholders, scientists, non-profits, and citizens to address this serious health threat to the baylands 
of our estuary.   
 
The Invasive Spartina Project is a recognized success, and continued funding is critically needed at this stage in 
the eradication effort.  There are only 39 net acres left to treat in the estuary, but should those areas go 
untreated, the potential for this invasive species to once again expand would be a great setback to habitat 
restoration efforts throughout the region.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this pending request 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Judy Kelly, Director 
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