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Congress of the United States
PHouge of Representatives

WWashington, BE 20515

ZOE LOFGREN

635 NoRTH FIRST STREET
Suite B

San Josg, CA 95112
(408) 271-8700

1401 LoNGWORTH House OFFice BUILDING
WasHingTON, DC 20515

(202) 225-3072
WWW.HOUSE.GOV/LOFGREN

CHAIR, CALIFORNIA DEMOCRATIC
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION

Co-CHAIR, CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS ON
VIETNAM

16TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA Co-CHalr, DIVERSITY & INnOVATION CAUCUS

Co-Crair, CONGRESSIONAL HAZARDS CAucuS

January 22, 2013
Douglas Bosco
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Bosco:

The Santa Clara County Open Space Authority (Authority) was created in 1993 to preserve
undeveloped land in its natural state. Its goals are to preserve the home territory of wildlife and
native plants, safeguard water sources, create greenbelts and urban buffers, maintain landscapes and
vista, offer outdoor recreation, encourage agriculture, and provide regional trail connections. The
Authority oversees the Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve, which is located in the 19"
Congressional district which I represent. The 348-acre Preserve is the only publicly-protected open
space in the Coyote Valley, an undeveloped area that extends from south San Jose to Morgan Hill.

It is my understanding that the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority is applying for a $150,000
grant to develop a Use & Management Plan for the Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve. They
indicated to me that the plan would address the protection of natural resources and habitat restoration
needs for the nine rare, threatened, and endangered species known to exist on the property. The
Authority also stated to me they will establish guidelines to promote grassland biodiversity through
careful cattle grazing; identify opportunities to reintroduce compatible agriculture to the site; and
design a staging area for 20 vehicles, with a restroom, picnic area, shade structure, and interpretive
panels. They further indicated that they will plan a 4.1 mile, multi-use trail system, with interpretive
signs featuring the area’s serpentine biodiversity, Native American history, and agricultural and
ranching heritage. The Santa Clara County Open Space Authority stated it aims to complete the plan
and construct initial improvements by the fall of 2013 to coincide with the Authority’s 20th
anniversary.

It is my experience that the Authority serves an important need in our community. I believe the
preparation of a resource management and public access plan for this Preserve will expedite access to
and interpretation of this unique landscape to residents of our community. I am hopeful you will give
the Santa Clara Open Space Authority’s grant application thorough consideration consistent with
award guidelines and that every effort will be made to consider their proposal.

Sincerely,

Congress

oo Jeff Melby, State Coastal Conservancy
Matt Freeman, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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STATE CAPITOL

California State Senate

(916) 651-4017 SENATOR
BILL MONNING
SEVENTEENTH SENATE DISTRICT

January 22, 2012

Douglas Bosco, Chairman

Board of Directors

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Dear Chairman Bosco:

This letter is to express my support for the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s request
for $150,000 from the State Coastal Conservancy to assist in the planning of the Coyote Valley
Open Space Preserve.

Located in an undeveloped area that extends from south San Jose to Morgan Hill in Southern
Santa Clara County, this 348-acre Preserve is the only publicly-protected open space in the
Coyote Valley. State Coastal Conservancy funds would be used to protect the natural resources
and restore the habitat of numerous rare, threatened, and endangered species found in the area, as
well as establish guidelines to promote grassland biodiversity through targeted cattle grazing;
identifying opportunities to reintroduce compatible agriculture; and establishing a public staging
area, multiple-use trails, and other priority visitor improvements.

The South Bay residents who make this area their recreational destination deserve access to and
information about this unique preserve. Equally, the variety of native plants and animals in the
area deserve the protection and habitat restoration necessary that a preserve would provide. The
Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s resource management and public access plan will
provide both public access and habitat protection, and | urge your favorable consideration of its
request for California State Coastal Conservancy funds.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
=t 7

WILLIAM W. MONNING
Assemblymember, 27th District

WWM:as

cc: Jeff Melby, Project Manager
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COMMITTEES 384111 g

JUDICIARY

BLpEET oL MUITTRE 50N California Legislature
NATURAL RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AND
TOXIC MATERIALS

MARK STONE
CHAIR, HUMAN SERVICES
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, TWENTY-NINTH DISTRICT

January 22, 2013

Douglas Bosco, Chair

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

STATE CAPITOL
PO. BOX 842849
SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0029
(916) 318-2029
FAX (916) 319-2129

DISTRICT OFFICES
701 OCEAN STREET #3188
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060
(831) 425-1503
FAX (831) 425-2570

99 PACIFIC STREET #555D
MONTEREY, CA 93940
(831) 649-2832
FAX (831) 649-2935

RE: Letter of Support for Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s Coyote Valley Open

Space Preserve Plan

Dear Chairman Bosco:

I am writing in support of the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s grant application to fund
the preparation of a resource management and public access plan for the Coyote Valley Open Space

Preserve. This 348-acre Preserve is the only publicly-protected open space in the Coyote

the largest undeveloped valley floor habitat and open space remaining in Santa Clara County.

Coyote Valley is a jewel of scenic hillsides, mountain ranges, lakes and creeks, and serves as a narural
habitat for a number of special status animal and plant species. The intent of this project is to
provide a framework for decisions that will result in a high quality visitor experience, while at the

same time ensuring that the land is preserved for future generatons.

Providing new opportunities to incorporate natural resource protection, compatible agriculture, and
increased public access will enhance evervone’s enjoyment of this spectacular arca.

I encourage vou to give this project every consideration, Please do not hesitate to contact me if you

have any questions.

Sincerely,

L S

Mark Stone
Assemblymember
Twenty-Ninth District

C: Jeff Melby, State Coastal Conservancy
Matt I'reeman, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority

Printed on Recycled Paper
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Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society
Founded 1926
January 10", 2013

Douglas Bosco

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor

Oakland, CA 94612

Subject: Letter of Support for Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve Planning
Dear Chairman Bosco:

On behalf of over 4,000 members in the south bay; environmental advocates who love the on-going work
of the Coastal Conservancy and its record of extraordinary open space partnerships, | am writing in
support of the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s application to the State Coastal Conservancy
to help fund planning of the Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve. The 348-acre Preserve is the only
publicly-protected open space in the Coyote Valley—an undeveloped area that extends from south San
Jose to Morgan Hill. Preparation of a resource management and public access plan for this Preserve will
expedite access and interpretation of this unique landscape to residents of the South Bay Area, including
San Jose (the largest city in the Bay Area) and Morgan Hill (the fastest-growing city in Santa Clara
County). If approved for funding, the plan would 1) address protection of natural resources and habitat
restoration needs for numerous rare, threatened, and endangered species; 2) establish guidelines to
promote grassland biodiversity through careful cattle grazing; 3) identify opportunities to reintroduce
compatible agriculture to the site; and 4) lay out the location and design elements for a public staging
area, multiple-use trails, interpretive features and other priority visitor improvements.

This project complements the mission of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society as we work to protect
and restore habitats for native birds and other wildlife throughout the south bay. We look forward to
partnering with the Open Space Authority during the planning process for this important project in the
South Bay offering out unique perspective as well as expertise in citizen science projects that will help
document the resources in the project footprint.

Thank you for considering the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s proposal and for supporting
the development of a science-based and community-informed plan to address natural resources,
compatible agriculture, and public access at Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve. Please contact me if |
can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,
Bob Power, Executive Director

CC:  Jeff Melby, State Coastal Conservancy
Matt Freeman, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority

22221 McClellan Road, Cupertino, CA 95014 * Phone: (408) 252-3747 * Fax: (408) 252-2850
email: scvas@scvas.org * Www.Scvas.org



Board of Directors

Brad O’Brien, Chair

John Chamberlain
Andy Cunningham
Dennis DeBroeck
Donna Dubinsky
Jan F. Garrod
Diane Greene
Larry Jacobs
Robert C. Kirkwood
Matt Miller

Paul Newhagen

F. Ward Paine
Sandra Thompson
Mark Wan

President

Walter T. Moore
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Peninsula Open Space Trust

January 15, 2013

Douglas Bosco

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor

Oakland, CA 94612

Subject: Letter of Support for Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve Planning
Dear Chairman Bosco:

I am writing in support of the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s application to the
State Coastal Conservancy to help fund planning of the 348-acre Coyote Valley Open Space
Preserve, located at the edge of the Coyote Valley—an undeveloped area that extends from
south San Jose to Morgan Hill. Preparation of a resource management and public access plan
for this Preserve will expedite access and interpretation of this unique landscape to residents
of the South Bay Area. If approved for funding, the plan would 1) address protection of
natural resources and habitat restoration needs for numerous rare, threatened, and
endangered species; 2) establish guidelines to promote grassland biodiversity through careful
cattle grazing; 3) identify opportunities to reintroduce compatible agriculture to the site; and
4) lay out the location and design elements for a public staging area, multiple-use trails,
interpretive features and other priority visitor improvements.

This project complements the mission of the Peninsula Open Space Trust, which focuses on
permanent protection of open space, farms and parkland in and around Silicon Valley. POST
has conducted land protection projects in the hills to the west of the Authority’s Preserve, and
is therefore supportive of well-designed conservation planning efforts in the region, such as
that proposed by the Authority. We look forward to partnering with the Open Space Authority
during the planning process for this important project in the South Bay.

Thank you for considering the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s proposal and for
supporting the development of a science-based and community-informed plan to address
natural resources, compatible agriculture, and public access at Coyote Valley Open Space
Preserve. Please contact me if | can be of further assistance.

Singerely,

Walter T. Moore
President

CC: Jeff Melby, State Coastal Conservancy
Matt Freeman, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority

Palo Alto, California 94301
www.openspacetrust.org

% B gunl,c
Tel: (650) 854-7696 T — ,9 o
Fax: (650) 854-7703 g
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T 510.526.1793 : DAVID BROWER CENTER * 2150 ALLSTON WAY, SUITE 320 - BERKELEY CA 94704 S l \G

SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE
+EDUCATION:

www.sagecenter.org

January 22, 2013

Douglas Bosco

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13% Floor

Oakland, CA 94612

Subject: Letter of Support for Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve Planning
Dear Chairman Bosco:

I am writing in support of the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s application to the
State Coastal Conservancy to help fund planning of the Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve.
The 348-acre Preserve is the only publicly-protected open space in the Coyote Valley —an
undeveloped area that extends from south San Jose to Morgan Hill. Preparation of a resource
management and public access plan for this Preserve will expedite access and interpretation of
this unique landscape to residents of the South Bay Area, including San Jose (the largest city in
the Bay Area) and Morgan Hill (the fastest-growing city in Santa Clara County). If approved
for funding, the plan would 1) address protection of natural resources and habitat restoration
needs for numerous rare, threatened, and endangered species; 2) establish guidelines to
promote grassland biodiversity through careful cattle grazing; 3) identify opportunities to
reintroduce compatible agriculture to the site; and 4) lay out the location and design elements
for a public staging area, multiple-use trails, interpretive features and other priority visitor
improvements.

This project, which addresses both agricultural viability and habitat connectivity, very much
complements the mission of Sustainable Agriculture Education (SAGE). SAGE seeks to ensure
that multifunctional agriculture — agriculture that provides food, environmental benefits and
cultural value —is a key element of regional sustainability planning and is implemented on the
ground to benefit all Bay Area communities. In terms of agricultural viability, the Preserve will
serve as the public “anchor” for the Coyote Valley Agricultural Enterprise and Conservation
Program recommended in the Conserving Coyote Valley Agriculture Feasibility Study (Study)
prepared SAGE. The planning process will determine the feasibility of utilizing a portion of the
Preserve for cultivated agriculture or community gardens, and will outline partnerships and
programs to demonstrate that agricultural viability is consistent with habitat and water-quality
protection. The Project will also include a grazing management element designed to utilize
cattle grazing as a resource management tool to promote grassland biodiversity.

Sibella Kraus, President ADVISORY BOARD Harrison Fraker Jeannie McCormack Judith Redmond
Paul Chapman Isao Fujimoto Craig McNamara Dan Solomon
BOARD DIRECTORS Sue Conley Desmond Jolly Al Medvitz Janet Smith-Heimer
Paul Muller, Chair Robert Davis Roberta Klugman Brett Melone Isabel Wade
Heather Wooten, Secretary Jerry Anne DiVecchio Malcolm Margolin Larry Orman Alice Waters

Bill Fujimoto, Treasurer Barry Epstein
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By promoting the integration of agriculture and resource protection, the Preserve will serve as a
model for other areas that seek to retain agricultural land uses and the suite of ecosystem
services provided by those landscapes. We look forward to partnering with the Open Space
Authority during the planning process for this important project in the South Bay.

Thank you for considering the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s proposal and for
supporting the development of a science-based and community-informed plan to address
natural resources, compatible agriculture, and public access at Coyote Valley Open Space
Preserve. This is a needed and timely project. Please contact me, via email
(sibella@sagecenter.org) or phone (510-526-1793 #3) if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Sl e

Sibella Kraus, President

CC:
Jeff Melby, State Coastal Conservancy
Matt Freeman, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority


mailto:sibella@sagecenter.org
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COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
WITH FAMILY FARMERS

January 14, 2013

Douglas Bosco

California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor

Qakland, CA 94612

Subject: Letter of Support for Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve Planning
Dear Chairman Bosco:

I am writing in support of the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s application to the State Coastal
Conservancy to help fund planning of the Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve. The 348-acre Preserve is the only
publicly-protected open space in the Coyote Valley—an undeveloped area that extends from south San Jose to
Morgan Hill. Preparation of a resource management and public access plan for this Preserve will expedite access
and interpretation of this unique landscape to residents of the South Bay Area, including San Jose (the largest city
in the Bay Area) and Morgan Hill (the fastest-growing city in Santa Clara County). If approved for funding, the plan
would 1) address protection of natural resources and habitat restoration needs for numerous rare, threatened,
and endangered species; 2) establish guidelines to promote grassland biodiversity through careful cattle grazing; 3)
identify opportunities to reintroduce compatible agriculture to the site; and 4) lay out the location and design
elements fer a public staging area, multiple-use trails, interpretive features and other pricrity visitor
improvements.

This project complements the mission of our organization, Community Alliance with Family Farmers. We work to
advocate for California’s family farmers and sustainable agriculture. Strong partnerships exist between family
farmers and their communities. CAFF strives to build on shared values around food and agriculture, and work
together in practical, on-the-ground programs, such as our Farm to School program or through our Buy Fresh Buy
Local agriculture marketing campaign. These partnerships create locally based economic vitality, improved human
and environmental health, and long-term sustainability of family farms.

We look forward to partnering with the Open Space Authority during the planning process for this important
project in the South Bay.

Thank you for considering the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s proposal and for supporting the
development of a science-based and community-informed plan to address natural resources, compatible
agriculture, and public access at Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve. Please contact me if | can be of further
assistance.

Sigrelyﬂw Ij@// //ep

Sadie Clements, RD

.;:czxul;haft?: :sgional Food System Manager R E c E lv E D

Gilroy, CA 95020

cc. JAN 22 2013
Jef:f Melby, State Coastal Conservancy COASTAL CONSEHVANCY
Matt Freeman, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority OAKLAND, CALIF.

South Bay Regional Office § 22 Martin St, Gilroy, CA 95020
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Responsible Organized Mountain Pedalers ROMP
P.O.Box 1723
Campbell, CA 95009-1723 %

WWW.romp.org

January 22, 2013

Mr. Douglas Bosco

Chairman, California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor

Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Subject: Letter of Support for Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve Planning
Dear Mr. Bosco,

I am writing this letter in support of the Santa Clara Open Space Authority’s application to the California State
Coastal Conservancy to help fund a comprehensive Use and Management Plan for the Coyote Valley Open Space
Preserve.

Preparation of this plan will expedite access to this unique 348-acre Preserve by residents of the greater
metropolitan San Jose area, as well as Morgan Hill and Gilroy to the south. If approved for funding, the plan will
address the protection of natural resources; restoration of habitat for rare, threatened, and endangered species;
habitat connectivity; grassland biodiversity through careful cattle grazing; opportunities for reintroducing
compatible agriculture to the area; planning and design of visitor-focused improvements such as a 4.1-mile multi-
use trail system with interpretive signage and a rustic staging area; and the identification of potential regional trail
connections.

This project complements the mission of the Responsible Organized Mountain Pedalers (“ROMP”). We support
the creation of multi-use trails that are developed in ways that protect natural resources and benefit wildlife
communities. ROMP is a 25-year-old 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in San Mateo and Santa Clara
counties; our members have dedicated thousands of volunteer hours toward developing and maintaining trails.

Thank you for considering the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s proposal, and for supporting the
development of a science-based, community-informed plan for Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at president@romp.org or
(408) 996-1150.

Sincerely,

oy

Linda George

President, Responsible Organized Mountain Pedalers
19538 Vineyard Lane

Saratoga, CA 95070

CC:
Jeff Melby, State Coastal Conservancy
Matt Freeman, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
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o Flex
State of California your

Department of Fish and Wildlife

Memorandum
Date:  January 28, 2013

To: Mr. Douglas Bosco
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Seott Ltre o

From: . Scott Wilson, Acting Regional Manager
California Department of Fish and Wildlife — Bay Delta Region, 7329 Silverado Trail, Napa, California 94558

Subject: Letter of Support for Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve Planning

This memorandum is to support the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s application
to the State Coastal Conservancy to help fund planning of the Coyote Valley Open Space
Preserve (Preserve). The 348-acre Preserve is a publicly-protected open space in the
Coyote Valley, a lightly developed area that extends from south San Jose to Morgan Hill.
While Coyote Valley has lost much of the original habitat value it once contained, it remains
a potentially critical ecological area as it is the only location between San Francisco Bay
and the Pajaro River corridor where connectivity between the Santa Cruz Mountains and
the Diablo Range may still exist. Preparation of a resource management and public access
plan for this Preserve will allow for restoration of historical biological resources and
contribute to restoration of higher values of connectivity across Coyote Valley. In particular,
creation of new ponds on this property will contribute significantly to restoration of a healthy
metapopulation of California tiger salamander' in mid-Santa Clara County. Thisis
particularly important given the recent local impacts to this species and the likely future
development of the valley to the north. Enhancement of resources on the property could
also potentially benefit other listed species, such as the California red-legged frog, Bay
checkerspot butterfly and serpentine dependent plant species.

A well prepared resource management plan will also allow multiple uses on the property
such as hiking, equestrian use, compatible agriculture and other uses. ‘With careful
monitoring and adaptive management, the property could provide a model for similar efforts
in the region.

This project complements the mission of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. If
successful, restoration of ecological resources on site would contribute to the recovery of a
State listed species and help enhance connectivity between two mountain ranges. Further,
enhancement and management of the property for rare species will directly benefit the
Santa Clara Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Communities Conservation Plan (Plan).
The Plan is a multi-partner conservation strategy for 18 local species, including all the
species mentioned above. We look forward to partnering with the Santa Clara County
Open Space Authority during the planning process for this important project in the South
Bay.

' California tiger salamander is listed as Threatened by both the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

y /,
-
.

Power
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Mr. Douglas Bosco 2 January 28, 2013

Thank you for considering the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s proposal and for
supporting the development of a science-based and community-informed resource
management and public access plan to address natural resources, compatible agriculture,
and public access at Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve. If you have any questions,

please contact Mr. Dave Johnston, Environmental Scientist at david.johnston@wildlife.ca.gov
or (831) 464-6870; or Mr. Craig Weightman, Acting Environmental Program Manager, at
craig.weightman@wildlife.ca.gov or (707) 944-5577.

cc:  Jeff Melby, State Coastal Conservancy
Matt Freeman, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority





