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January 22, 2012 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

Board of Directors 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th

 Floor 

Oakland, CA  94612-2530 

 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

  

This letter is to express my support for the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s request 

for $150,000 from the State Coastal Conservancy to assist in the planning of the Coyote Valley 

Open Space Preserve. 

 

Located in an undeveloped area that extends from south San Jose to Morgan Hill in Southern 

Santa Clara County, this 348-acre Preserve is the only publicly-protected open space in the 

Coyote Valley.  State Coastal Conservancy funds would be used to protect the natural resources 

and restore the habitat of numerous rare, threatened, and endangered species found in the area, as 

well as establish guidelines to promote grassland biodiversity through targeted cattle grazing; 

identifying opportunities to reintroduce compatible agriculture; and establishing a public staging 

area, multiple-use trails, and other priority visitor improvements.  

  

The South Bay residents who make this area their recreational destination deserve access to and 

information about this unique preserve.  Equally, the variety of native plants and animals in the 

area deserve the protection and habitat restoration necessary that a preserve would provide.  The 

Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s resource management and public access plan will 

provide both public access and habitat protection, and I urge your favorable consideration of its 

request for California State Coastal Conservancy funds. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
WILLIAM W. MONNING 

Assemblymember, 27th District  

 

WWM:as 

 

cc: Jeff Melby, Project Manager  
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Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society 

Founded 1926 

 

 

22221 McClellan Road, Cupertino, CA  95014  *  Phone:  (408) 252-3747  *  Fax:  (408) 252-2850 

email:  scvas@scvas.org  *  www.scvas.org 

January 10
th
, 2013 

 

Douglas Bosco 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th
 Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Subject:  Letter of Support for Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve Planning 

 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

 

On behalf of over 4,000 members in the south bay; environmental advocates who love the on-going work 

of the Coastal Conservancy and its record of extraordinary open space partnerships, I am writing in 

support of the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s application to the State Coastal Conservancy 

to help fund planning of the Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve.  The 348-acre Preserve is the only 

publicly-protected open space in the Coyote Valley—an undeveloped area that extends from south San 

Jose to Morgan Hill.  Preparation of a resource management and public access plan for this Preserve will 

expedite access and interpretation of this unique landscape to residents of the South Bay Area, including 

San Jose (the largest city in the Bay Area) and Morgan Hill (the fastest-growing city in Santa Clara 

County).  If approved for funding, the plan would 1) address protection of natural resources and habitat 

restoration needs for numerous rare, threatened, and endangered species; 2) establish guidelines to 

promote grassland biodiversity through careful cattle grazing; 3) identify opportunities to reintroduce 

compatible agriculture to the site; and 4) lay out the location and design elements for a public staging 

area, multiple-use trails, interpretive features and other priority visitor improvements. 

 

This project complements the mission of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society as we work to protect 

and restore habitats for native birds and other wildlife throughout the south bay. We look forward to 

partnering with the Open Space Authority during the planning process for this important project in the 

South Bay offering out unique perspective as well as expertise in citizen science projects that will help 

document the resources in the project footprint.   

 

Thank you for considering the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s proposal and for supporting 

the development of a science-based and community-informed plan to address natural resources, 

compatible agriculture, and public access at Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve.  Please contact me if I 

can be of further assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Bob Power, Executive Director 

 

CC:   Jeff Melby, State Coastal Conservancy 

Matt Freeman, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority 
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January 22, 2013 

 

Douglas Bosco 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Subject:  Letter of Support for Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve Planning 

 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

 

I am writing in support of the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s application to the 

State Coastal Conservancy to help fund planning of the Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve.  

The 348-acre Preserve is the only publicly-protected open space in the Coyote Valley—an 

undeveloped area that extends from south San Jose to Morgan Hill.  Preparation of a resource 

management and public access plan for this Preserve will expedite access and interpretation of 

this unique landscape to residents of the South Bay Area, including San Jose (the largest city in 

the Bay Area) and Morgan Hill (the fastest-growing city in Santa Clara County).  If approved 

for funding, the plan would 1) address protection of natural resources and habitat restoration 

needs for numerous rare, threatened, and endangered species; 2) establish guidelines to 

promote grassland biodiversity through careful cattle grazing; 3) identify opportunities to 

reintroduce compatible agriculture to the site; and 4) lay out the location and design elements 

for a public staging area, multiple-use trails, interpretive features and other priority visitor 

improvements. 

 

This project, which addresses both agricultural viability and habitat connectivity, very much 

complements the mission of Sustainable Agriculture Education (SAGE). SAGE seeks to ensure 

that multifunctional agriculture – agriculture that provides food, environmental benefits and 

cultural value – is a key element of regional sustainability planning and is implemented on the 

ground to benefit all Bay Area communities.  In terms of agricultural viability, the Preserve will 

serve as the public “anchor” for the Coyote Valley Agricultural Enterprise and Conservation 

Program recommended in the Conserving Coyote Valley Agriculture Feasibility Study (Study) 

prepared SAGE.  The planning process will determine the feasibility of utilizing a portion of the 

Preserve for cultivated agriculture or community gardens, and will outline partnerships and 

programs to demonstrate that agricultural viability is consistent with habitat and water-quality 

protection. The Project will also include a grazing management element designed to utilize 

cattle grazing as a resource management tool to promote grassland biodiversity.  
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By promoting the integration of agriculture and resource protection, the Preserve will serve as a 

model for other areas that seek to retain agricultural land uses and the suite of ecosystem 

services provided by those landscapes. We look forward to partnering with the Open Space 

Authority during the planning process for this important project in the South Bay.   

 

Thank you for considering the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s proposal and for 

supporting the development of a science-based and community-informed plan to address 

natural resources, compatible agriculture, and public access at Coyote Valley Open Space 

Preserve. This is a needed and timely project. Please contact me, via email 

(sibella@sagecenter.org) or phone (510-526-1793 #3) if I can be of further assistance.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Sibella Kraus, President 

 

 

CC:   

Jeff Melby, State Coastal Conservancy 

Matt Freeman, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority 

 

 

 

Exhibit 3:  Project Letters

mailto:sibella@sagecenter.org


Exhibit 3:  Project Letters



	
  
	
  
 
 
 
January 22, 2013 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco 
Chairman, California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA   94612-2530 
 
Subject:  Letter of Support for Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve Planning 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco, 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Santa Clara Open Space Authority’s application to the California State 
Coastal Conservancy to help fund a comprehensive Use and Management Plan for the Coyote Valley Open Space 
Preserve.  
 
Preparation of this plan will expedite access to this unique 348-acre Preserve by residents of the greater 
metropolitan San Jose area, as well as Morgan Hill and Gilroy to the south.  If approved for funding, the plan will 
address the protection of natural resources; restoration of habitat for rare, threatened, and endangered species; 
habitat connectivity; grassland biodiversity through careful cattle grazing; opportunities for reintroducing 
compatible agriculture to the area; planning and design of visitor-focused improvements such as a 4.1-mile multi-
use trail system with interpretive signage and a rustic staging area; and the identification of potential regional trail 
connections.  
 
This project complements the mission of the Responsible Organized Mountain Pedalers (“ROMP”).  We support 
the creation of multi-use trails that are developed in ways that protect natural resources and benefit wildlife 
communities.  ROMP is a 25-year-old 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in San Mateo and Santa Clara 
counties; our members have dedicated thousands of volunteer hours toward developing and maintaining trails.   
 
Thank you for considering the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority’s proposal, and for supporting the 
development of a science-based, community-informed plan for Coyote Valley Open Space Preserve.   
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at president@romp.org or  
(408) 996-1150. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
Linda George 
President, Responsible Organized Mountain Pedalers 
19538 Vineyard Lane 
Saratoga, CA  95070 
 
CC: 
Jeff Melby, State Coastal Conservancy 
Matt Freeman, Santa Clara County Open Space Authority 
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