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BERKELEY • DAVIS • IRVINE • LOS ANGELES • RIVERSIDE • SAN DIEGO • SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA • SANTA CRUZ

 
COAL OIL POINT RESERVE  
NATURAL RESERVE SYSTEM  

 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair      March 1, 2013 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE:  Support for the Upper Devereux Slough Restoration Planning Project 
 
Chairman Mr. Bosco: 
 
On behalf of Coal Oil Point Reserve, I am pleased to submit this letter expressing my strong support for 
the approval of $869,300 in Coastal Conservancy and US Fish and Wildlife Service funding to the 
University of California, Santa Barbara to begin the planning and permitting processes for the Upper 
Devereux Slough Restoration Project. 
 
The land to be restored is located at the eastern gateway to the Gaviota Coast, just north of the 
University of California’s Coal Oil Point Reserve and east of the Sperling Preserve at Ellwood Mesa 
which the Coastal Conservancy helped to protect in 2005.  This particular site is extremely significant 
because it provides the opportunity to expand the ecological function of Devereux Slough to its 
historic extent.  The recent acquisition of the Ocean Meadows property now allows for the restoration 
of the historic upper arms of Devereux Slough.  Protecting these resources provides an important 
opportunity for us to deal with predicted impacts from global climate change such as sea level rise, 
loss of coastal habitats and intensification of storm events. 
 
The restoration of this wetland will greatly enhance the biological functions of the entire Devereux 
Slough and, in turn, improve the Coal Oil Point Reserve.    
 
I urge you to approve this grant request so that the process to restore the Upper Devereux Slough can 
begin as soon as possible. I look forward to working with all the stakeholders to bring this unique 
project to reality. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Coal Oil Point Reserve Director   

MARINE SCIENCE INSTITUTE  
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93106-9610 
PHONE (805) 451-2403 
sandoval@lifesci.ucsb.edu 
FAX:  (805) 893-8062 
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SANTA BARBARA URBAN CREEKS COUNCIL 
P.O. Box 1467,  Santa Barbara,  CA  93102    (805) 968-3000 

 

 
April 1, 2013 
 
 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 

California Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th

 Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 
 

RE:  Support for the Upper Devereux Slough Restoration Planning Project 

 

Chairman Mr. Bosco: 

 

On behalf of the Santa Barbara Urban Creeks Council, I am happy to submit this letter 

expressing our support for the approval of $869,300 in Coastal Conservancy and US Fish 
and Wildlife Service funding to the University of California, Santa Barbara to begin the 
planning and permitting processes for the Upper Devereux Slough Restoration Project. 

 

The land to be restored is located at the eastern gateway to the Gaviota Coast, just north 

of the University of California’s Coal Oil Point Reserve and east of the Sperling Preserve 

at Ellwood Mesa, which the Coastal Conservancy helped to protect in 2005.  This 

particular site is extremely significant because it provides the opportunity to expand the 

ecological function of Devereux Slough to its historic extent and support more natural 

connectivity between the creeks and the ocean.  The recent acquisition of the Ocean 

Meadows property has completed the last piece of the land conservation puzzle in a 

complex of protected open spaces.  It has also now opened the door for the ecological 

restoration the historic upper arms of Devereux Slough, which will provide for the 

permanent protection of natural resources, open space and wildlife habitat. 

Founded in 1989, the mission of the Urban Creeks Council is to encourage the preservation, 
protection and restoration of urban streams.  Given the location of the Devereux Creek and 
Devereux Slough in an urban area, preserving this property is a high priority for the Urban 
Creeks Council.  

I urge you to approve this grant request so that the process to restore the Upper Devereux 

Slough can begin as soon as possible. Should you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Eddie Harris, President 
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