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To:  State Coastal Conservancy 

From:  Miranda Dairy, Tim Miranda and Robert Miranda 

Date:  February 10, 2013 

 

As third generation dairymen in Humboldt County would like to express our support for public 
access to the Eel River Estuary Preserve.  In 1994 we took over the family dairy from our father 
and formed our partnership Miranda Dairy.  We have always been out of the box thinkers and 
around 1999 we began looking for some kind of niche market for our milk.  We didn’t know 
what that would be at the time until we came across the organic milk market.  We were the 
first dairy in the Ferndale Valley to transition organic which we completed in 2001.  Loving what 
we do we decided a better fit for marketing our milk would be a company called Horizon 
Organic, number one in sales in the nation.  We began selling our milk to them in 2005 and it 
has been a wonderful relationship.  Horizon values the work of their dairymen and they have 
worked hard to promote the organic label.  It was through the relationship we developed with 
Horizon that they offered us the opportunity to expand and grow with them into the state of 
Texas.  In 2010 we started an organic dairy in Texas and became their first organic dairy in that 
state.   As the American way of life moves further and further away from a rural lifestyle we see 
the importance of educating and providing access to our way of life and the agricultural 
industry.  

 Having been in organics, operating under the NOP guidelines for many years, we have seen 
how managing our pastures and the soil have benefited our livestock and business.  We have 
practiced rotational grazing for many years and have seen the benefits year after year of 
healthier pastures and an enhanced ecosystem.   Using rotational grazing practices, the 
livestock pasture on a concentrated space which utilizes all of the pasture and keeps the weeds 
down as the livestock graze on grasses, while they are young and tender, and then the livestock 
are moved to a new pasture.   Managing this way allows greatest control of the weeds and 
eliminates any need for spraying which is prohibited in organic.  Best practices are to keep the 
pastures at 2-6 inches in height and repeating this practice promotes more abundance of native 
grasses that the animals thrive on.  When pastures are maintained it promotes a healthy 
environment for waterfowl that thrive on tender feed.  If pastures are allowed to get too 
mature and then grazed, the recovery time is longer than if pastures are grazed frequently at 
the opportune time.             

We feel that allowing public access to the Eel River Estuary Preserve would benefit both 
educationally as well as economically the Humboldt County area.  The access would be a fenced 
walking path that would allow the public to walk the property and observe the livestock grazing 



and the ducks and other waterfowl in their natural habitat.   We do not see that this activity 
would have a negative impact on our grazing operation nor do we see any public safety issues 
with the design of the walking path or bridges proposed for instillation. We believe this would 
create an opportunity unlike any other in our area where the public can have an experience 
such as this.  Some may have opportunities to visit a dairy or a bird sanctuary, but to be able to 
do both in the same locale is unique and will enhance the natural beauty of the North Coast.  It 
would open doors to educate the local community and visitors on how organic milk is produced 
and stimulate conversations about how that product ends up on the consumer’s kitchen table 
as organic milk, butter, and yogurt.   Economically this has the potential to bring people to our 
local area to observe the uniqueness and openness of the North Coast.   The Victorian Village of 
Ferndale is a historic tourist attraction and has received many awards including being named by 
Forbes, America’s Prettiest Towns.  Located about 3 miles west of Ferndale this would give 
visitors another reason to come, stay over and enjoy the natural beauty of the Eel River Estuary 
Preserve.  If you would like to have more information about the local area and its attractions 
please visit http://www.victorianferndale.com/.  















































360 Pine Street, Fourth Floor, San Francisco CA 94102 
Phone: (415) 392-8887 Fax: (415) 392-8895 E-mail: info@caltrout.org 

 
 
 
 
April 12, 2013 
 
Doug Bosco, Chairman 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE: Eel River Estuary Preserve Resource Enhancement Implementation Project 
 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco, 
 
I am writing in support of the grant request for the Eel River Estuary Preserve Resource Enhancement 
Implementation Project (Project) which has been submitted to the Coastal Conservancy by The 
Wildlands Conservancy (TWC) for funding consideration at your April 18th meeting. As you may be 
aware, the Eel River is clearly one of the most important resources in our region, providing many 
ecological benefits, jobs, and recreational opportunities to residents and visitors to the region. CalTrout 
is very supportive of projects such as this one that provide multiple benefits, both to natural resources  
such as enhancing coastal ecosystems, tidal marshes, and estuaries, as well as contributing to better 
agricultural operations by improving drainage systems, safer access for landowners, and more reliable 
infrastructure. These infrastructure modifications will benefit current conditions as well as next phases 
of natural resource and agricultural enhancements. 
 
CalTrout is a strong proponent of the ongoing collaborative efforts to understand the different 
perspectives offered by the partners involved, and we will strive to continue to work together to find 
areas of common interest.  
 
I am pleased to have this opportunity to extend my support for this Drainage Enhancement Project. I 
appreciate the Conservancy Board’s consideration of this, and urge your approval. 

 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Darren Mierau 
California Trout 



COASTAL CONSERVANCY COMMENTS 

April 18, 2013 

Denver Nelson 

EEL RIVER ESTUARY PRESERVE:  PUBLIC ACCESS AND RESOURCE 
ENHANCEMENT IMPLEMENTATION   

Project Number 12-025-01. 

I strongly object to the use of public funds from the Coastal Conservancy to 
build bridges and outhouses on this private property. 

I first became aware of the Wildlands Conservancy at a meeting of 
environmental organizations in Redway years ago.  I was there at the 
invitation of Friends of the Eel River. The essence of the Wildlands 
Conservancy proposition was that they wanted to acquire private lands on 
the Eel River so that it would be possible to canoe the length of the Eel 
River and have places to stay overnight. They also pointed out they wanted 
to continue agricultural activities on the lands they acquired and be treated 
as private owners of the land instead of converting the land into 
government ownership.  They assured the County would not be deprived of 
tax revenues. They also pointed out they wanted to take inner-city poor 
children to their lands for a camping experience.  All of this appealed to me.  
The Wildlands Conservancy has not followed through on any of these 
promises.   

It is unrealistic and impossible to canoe the main Eel River except at very 
high flows in the middle of the winter. I have spent many hours fishing the 
Eel in my drift boat and explored much of the inaccessible to portions of the 
Eel in my hovercraft.  It is not realistic to canoe entire Eel River.   

There are many disadvantaged youth in Humboldt County.  Since their 
acquisition of the Connick ranch, the Wildlands Conservancy has not had 
any disadvantaged youth to the property. My daughter has been on the 
Ferndale school board for several years and neither she nor the 
superintendent of the Ferndale schools are aware of any outreach activities 
done for youth as claimed by the Wildlands Conservancy.  

The Wildlands Conservancy has focused their efforts on decreasing their 
tax burden by keeping their land in Williamson contract. There is some 



mystery as to the purchase price of this land.  From Humboldt County 
assessor Williamson calculator it appears they paid at least $3,954,106.  I 
have also heard a purchase price of $7.5 million quoted. The non-
Williamson property taxes would be $40,000-$75,000 per year. Their 
Williamson property taxes are difficult to calculate but would be 
approximately $3000 per year according to the Humboldt County assessors 
online tax calculator. 

My wife, daughter, son-in-law and I own an organic dairy in the Ferndale 
bottoms.  We intermittently lease lands near the Wildlands Conservancy 
properties to graze heifers during the spring when the grass in that area is 
abundant.  We would not want unsupervised public access to our grazing 
heifers both for the safety of the public and the safety of our heifers. 

I read with interest the Miranda’s endorsement of this project. They point 
out that they utilize this property as part of their dairy operation and are 
pleased to have the public observe this. Their actual dairy is on 
Waddington Road and easily observable for anyone driving down this 
county road.  For the last several years they have had a great deal of 
difficulty with their manure management system.  Their containment 
building has fallen down allowing all their manure for the last three years to 
go directly into the Eel River.  This is especially aggravating to me as I 
spent five years and several hundred thousand dollars building a state-of-
the-art manure management and fertilization system for our dairy.  Public 
observation of the Miranda disaster certainly does not enhance the public’s 
positive view of organic dairies. 

The previous lessor of the Connick ranch states that of the thousand acres 
only about 450 acres are viable pasture and will support grazing for only a 
few months of the year. The Miranda’s have around 750 heifers on this 
property at times and most would consider this overgrazing and poor 
management of pasture. 

There is excellent public access to the Eel River beaches and estuary from 
Centerville Beach which is near the Wildlands Conservancy property.  If the 
Wildlands Conservancy wants to have another public access through their 
property they certainly can do this but it should not be done with public 
funds. 



I have been a member of the Salt River Watershed Council and the 
Humboldt County Planning Commission for several years.  I am well aware 
of the difficulties associated with doing a project in this area and the need 
for obtaining multiple permits from every conceivable government agency 
including Fish and Wildlife, Coastal Commission, Corps of Engineers and 
the Humboldt County planning Department.  It appears the Wildlands 
Conservancy is attempting to bypass this long and arduous permit process. 

I am a great believer in private property rights. The Wildlands Conservancy 
has made a private property purchase at a value far in excess of its 
agricultural use.   Now they are attempting to have this property treated as 
if it were public lands and use public money to improve it. They have not 
kept any of their promises made when they first purchased the land. 

If they want to improve a road, build bridges and build toilets they should 
pay for it themselves and go through the permitting process as any private 
landowner must do. I object strongly to the Coastal Conservancy giving 
public money for these improvements on this land. 





 
 
 Wednesday, April 10, 2013 

Chairman Douglas Bosco, 
State Coastal Conservancy, 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor, 
Oakland CA 94612 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
I am writing to express the Redwood Community Action Agency’s strong support for the 
Eel River Estuary Preserve: Public Access and Resource Enhancement Implementation 
Project. We also support the proposed grant to California Trout, Inc. to develop a 
resource enhancement strategy for the Preserve.  
 
RCAA is uniquely qualified to speak to the compatibility of public access projects and 
agricultural operations. We have helped develop numerous access projects, often in 
concert with the Coastal Conservancy. Some of these interface with agricultural 
operations. Perhaps the best example of this is Freshwater Farms, where the Northcoast 
Regional Land Trust and RCAA have worked together to launch a marsh restoration, 
agricultural preservation and public access project on a 70-acre parcel near Eureka. The 
acquisition of that property was funded by the Coastal Conservancy. 
 
The Wildlands Conservancy has developed a concept plan for the former Connick Ranch 
that will restore estuary function, enhance fish and wildlife habitat, provide public access, 
and retain agriculture on the majority of the property.  This type of mixed use project 
benefits fish and wildlife while providing public access and preserving agricultural land 
in the Coastal Zone. It is therefore a comprehensive benefit for the community, and for 
the County of Humboldt.  I urge you to approve funding for these projects. 
 
Farmers and ranchers are as essential to Ferndale's economy, just as are the bird lovers 
who flock to the Eel Estuary and Lost Coast each year. Thus, we appreciate the steps that 
the Conservancy has taken so far to ensure that most of the ranch remains in agricultural 
use, while also planning for compatible restoration of former sloughs and wetlands that 
are so crucial to the Pacific flyway migration.  

Don Allan, 
 
Director,  
Natural Resources Services Division,  
Redwood Community Action Agency,  
 
CA Licensed Landscape Contractor #518874 
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