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United States Department of the Interior 

In Reply Refer To: 
AFWO 

Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

1655 Heindon Road 
Arcata, California 95521 

Phone: (707) 822-720 I FAX: (707) 822-8411 

JUN 0 7 2013 

u.s. 
FISH&WILDUFE 

SERVICE 

Subject: Letter of Support for a proposal submitted by Ducks Unlimited to the California Coastal 
Conservancy-Ocean Ranch Unit Estuary Restoration Feasibility Study 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

We are writing in support of a proposal titled "Eel River Wildlife Area-Ocean Ranch Unit Estuary 
Restoration Feasibility Study" submitted by the Ducks Unlimited. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's 
(Service) Coastal Program supports the efforts of Ducks Unlimited and California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) to begin plans for restoring the function of the estuary within the Ocean Ranch Unit of 
the Eel River Wildlife Area. 

Staff of the Service's Coastal Program have provided technical assistance through attendance at planning 
meetings, site visits, and phone calls to discuss potential alternatives for improving habitat at the Ocean 
Ranch Unit. Input of Coastal Program staff has focused on the importance of restoring estuarine function 
to support multiple species including anadromous fish. Due to the complexity of this type ofrestoration 
work, careful planning and design is necessary to ensure that activities provide connectivity of habitat 
adjacent to the Ocean Ranch Unit and are complimentary to land uses on adjacent properties. 

The Service's Coastal Program recognizes the conservation value ofrestoring estuarine hydrologic 
function including tidal influence, and the resulting habitat that comes from restoring degraded physical 
functions of the landscape. These activities lead to rebuilding of a complex estuarine food web that 
supports not only habitat for anadromous fishes but also for migratory waterbirds and other life forms that 
require areas of transition from fresh to brackish and saltwater systems. Opportunities to provide this 
type of transitional habitat in the Eel River estuary are limited and therefore the work of this project is 
important for restoring many habitats and improving conditions for several species. 

The Coastal Program is a national program within the Service focused on improving Federal trust 
resources through financial and technical assistance in coastal landscapes on both private and public 
lands. For the past 25 years, the Coastal Program has been one of the Service's most successful and 
effective cooperative conservation programs with a mission to protect and recover Federal Trust Species 
(threatened and endangered species, migratory birds, and inter-jurisdictional fish) by supporting voluntary 
restoration and enhancement of high-priority coastal habitats. California has four Coastal Programs 
including the Coastal Program here on the north coast covering an area from the Oregon border to the 
Mattole River with focal areas of Humboldt Bay and the Eel River estuary. 
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Funding support from the California Coastal Conservancy will help ensure that the resulting restoration 
project for the Eel River Wildlife Area-Ocean Ranch Unit will provide the complexity and transition of 
habitats needed to meet not only the habitat needs of the Federally listed Coho Salmon, Chinook Salmon 
and Steelhead but also the Federally listed Tidewater Goby, other aquatic species, and migratory 
waterbirds. Careful planning and design will help ensure that resulting functions and habitats provided 
on the Ocean Ranch Unit will be diverse, connected and complimentary to adjacent landscapes, and be a 
value added to people as well as fish and wildlife. 

If you have further questions, please contact Paula Golightly, of my staff, at 707-822-720 l. 

Nick Hetrick 
Acting Field Supervisor 
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870 Market Street, Ste 528 San Francisco CA 94102 
Phone: (415) 392-8887 Fax: (415) 392-8895 E-mail: info@caltrout.org 

 
 
 
 
June 6, 2013 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA  94612-2530 
 
Re:  Eel River Wildlife Area – Ocean Ranch Unit Estuary Restoration Feasibility Study, Phase 1 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco:      
 
I am writing to urge support for Ducks Unlimited’s funding request of $160,717 for the initial phase of 
the Eel River Wildlife Area - Ocean Ranch Unit Estuary Restoration Feasibility Study in Humboldt County. 
 
The Eel River estuary is a significant coastal resource of statewide concern and provides valuable habitat 
for a myriad fish, wildlife, and plant species including many Federally and state listed endangered 
species.   
 
As you are aware, Ducks Unlimited is working with the Humboldt County RCD and other project partners 
to construct the Salt River restoration project this summer.  DU is also supporting other restoration 
efforts between public and private partners to improve habitat conditions and expand opportunities for 
public access throughout the north coast region.   
 
For 40 years, CalTrout has been dedicated to protecting and restoring wild trout, steelhead, salmon and 
their waters throughout California. We address these challenges at the local, regional, and statewide 
level simultaneously. CalTrout recently convened the Eel River Forum, a coalition of 22 local, state, and 
federal agencies, tribes and conservation groups. The Forum is currently evaluating primary issues 
constraining salmonids in the Eel River, with the estuary being a central focus. 
 
CalTrout supports development of the proposed feasibility study and recognizes that it will offer feasible 
strategies to cost-effectively pursue restoration options on public lands owned and managed by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife.   
 
Therefore, we urge the Conservancy Board to fully support the proposed funding request for this 
important coastal project.  Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Darren Mierau  
North Coast Region Manager 
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