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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA
Guidelines, this Initial Study (IS) has been prepared as documentation for a Mitigated Negative
Declaration (MND) for the proposed Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park (AWCWP) Resource
Management Plan (proposed project or RMP). This IS includes a description of the proposed project,
location of the project site, project sponsors, evaluation of the potential environmental impacts,
findings from the environmental review, and proposed mitigation measures to lessen or avoid impacts
on the environment.

The project area is located in Southern Orange County, west of Interstate 5 and off of South Coast
Highway (Figures 1 and 2). AWCWP stretches from El Toro Road and Laguna Canyon Road on the
west to Moulton Parkway and Alicia Parkway on the east. The main entrance to the park is located in
Laguna Niguel off of Alicia Parkway.

The County of Orange is proposing to adopt a Resource Management Plan (RMP) to guide the long-
term management of the AWCWP. AWCWP encompasses 3,873" acres of open space that include
the hills, canyons, and floodplain surrounding Aliso and Wood Canyons and portions of the Laguna
Canyon/El Toro Cliffs area. AWCWP is located within the Central and Coastal Subregion Natural
Communities Conservation Plan (NCCP) Reserve known as the Nature Reserve of Orange County
(NROC).

The NCCP/HCP agreement requires preparation of a RMP for AWCWP. The RMP provides a
comprehensive, long-term management plan for AWCWP. The fundamental objective for the RMP is
to identify the best way to manage, protect and enhance the natural resource values of the park while
providing safe recreational and educational opportunities to the public. The major plan objectives are
to enhance wildlife habitats, develop vegetation management practices, and provide recreational
opportunities and public access that have minimal impacts on resources.

This IS/MND has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act of
1970 (CEQA), as amended (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.), and the State CEQA
Guidelines for Implementation of CEQA (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15000 et
seq.). Under the requirements of CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines, the County is the Lead Agency
for environmental review and must evaluate the environmental effects of the RMP. The intent of this
IS/IMND is to inform the County, local agencies, and the general public of the potential environmental
impacts that may be associated with the implementation, construction, or operation of the
improvements/programs identified in the RMP and to identify appropriate feasible mitigation
measures that may be adopted to reduce or eliminate these impacts. The IS/MND is circulated for
public review by Responsible Agencies, affected agencies and interested parties prior to any action on
the RMP. The IS/MND and any comments received on the IS/MND are forwarded to the County for

! Total acres = 3,355 Fee, 256 Easements, and 262 10D (Irrevocable Offer of Deed Dedication).
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Figure 1: Regional Location
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Figure 2: Project Location

H:\PROJECTS\ALISO AND WOOD CANYON WILDERNESS PARK\RMP\CEQA\Final Draft Initial Study_Mitigated Negative 1-3
Declaration\Aliso_FinalDraftlS_July2009.doc (8/10/2010)



Exhibit 4: Mitigated Negative Declaration

LSA ASSOCIATES, INC. FINAL DRAFT INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
JULY 2009 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN ALISO AND WOOD CANYONS WILDERNESS PARK
ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

their review. As part of its consideration of the RMP, the County must review and approve the
IS/MND prior to taking any action on the RMP.

1.2 FINDINGS OF THIS INITIAL STUDY

Pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines, this IS has been prepared to determine whether
implementation of the proposed project would result in significant environmental impacts that would
require mitigation or the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) if significant impacts
cannot be avoided.

This IS is based on the County’s Environmental Checklist form, as suggested in Section 15063(d)(3)
of the State CEQA Guidelines. The completed form is found in Section 3.0 of this IS/MND. It
contains a series of questions regarding the proposed project for each of the listed environmental
areas. The form is used to evaluate whether there are any significant environmental effects associated
with implementation of the proposed project and, if there are, whether mitigation measures can be
identified to lessen or avoid such impacts.

Section 4.0 provides an explanation for each answer indicated on the form. The form and
accompanying evaluation provide the information and analysis upon which the County would make
its determination as to whether an EIR must be required for the project. The form is used to review
the potential environmental effects of the proposed project for each of the following areas:

e Land Use and Planning e Aesthetics

e Agriculture o Cultural/Scientific Resources
« Population and Housing e Recreation

e Geology and Soils e Mineral Resources

e Hydrology and Water Quality e Hazards

o Transportation/Circulation o Public Services

e Air Quality o Utilities and Service Systems
« Noise « Mandatory Findings

« Biological Resources

1.3 EXISTING DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

Section 15150 of the State CEQA Guidelines permits an environmental document to incorporate by
reference other documents that provide relevant data.

The documents outlined in this section are hereby incorporated by reference, and the pertinent
material is summarized throughout this ISSMND, where that information is relevant to the analysis of
potential impacts resulting from the project. Any document incorporated by reference is available for
review at the Irvine Ranch Historic Park, 13402 Old Myford Road, Irvine, CA.. The following were
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used as source documents in preparing the responses to the Environmental Checklist in Section 4.0;
the reference numbers indicated below have been incorporated into the text.

County of Orange General Plan, 2000.
County of Orange Zoning Code, 2005.

Eagle Aerial 2005.
USGS Laguna Beach, California 7.5-minute Quadrangle.

ok~ wDd e

Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Department of Conservation
(2000).

6. Aliso and Wood Canyons Regional Park General Development Plan Environmental Impact
Report, 1992.

Existing Conditions Report, Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park, 2006

Administrative Draft Resource Management Plan, Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park,
2006

9. Aliso and Wood Canyons Regional Park Emergency Response Map

10. California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), California Scenic Highway Program, 1999
(Updated 12/7/2007) (http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/LandArch/scenic_highways/)

11. Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan/Implementing Actions Program Aliso Viejo Segment of
the Aliso Creek Planning Unit, 1987

12. Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan/Implementing Actions Program The Aliso Creek Planning
Unit (Excluding Aliso Viejo Segment), 1986

1.4 CONTACT PERSONS

The Lead Agency for the IS for the proposed project is the County of Orange. Any questions
regarding the preparation of this IS, its assumptions, or its conclusions should be referred to the
following CEQA contact person:

Mr. Ron Tippets

OC Public Works

300 North Flower Street
P.O. Box 4048

Santa Ana, CA 92702-4048
(714) 834-5394

Questions regarding the RMP should be referred to the Project Manager:

Ms. Joanne Quirk

OC Parks

13402 Old Myford Road
Irvine, CA 92602-2304
(949) 923-3758
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 PROJECT SITE

Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park (AWCWP) covers 3,873 acres including the hills,
canyons, and floodplain surrounding Aliso and Wood Canyons and portions of Laguna Canyon. The
landscape ranges from oak woodlands to broad expanses of grassland and coastal sage scrub. The
diverse landscape and topography provides views and opportunities for a variety of visitor
experiences.

The project area is located in Southern Orange County, west of Interstate 5 and off South Coast
Highway (Figures 1 and 2). The park stretches from El Toro Road and Laguna Canyon Road on the
west to Moulton Parkway and Alicia Parkway on the east. Because of its size and its “Y” shaped
configuration, the park has a lengthy perimeter that borders several different communities. The main
entrance to the park is located in Laguna Niguel off of Alicia Parkway. Bordering cities include
Laguna Woods, Laguna Hills, and Aliso Viejo (north); Laguna Niguel (east); Dana Point (south); and
Laguna Beach (west).

Orange County Parks (OC Parks) owns, manages, and operates AWCWP. Conservation efforts by the
County and others have helped to ensure that the open space remains undeveloped and its natural and
cultural resources remain intact. The park is designated as a Wilderness Park. As defined by the
Orange County General Plan Recreation Element, a Regional Wilderness Park is “a regional park in
which the land retains its primeval character with minimal improvements and which is managed and
protected to preserve natural processes.”

AWCWP is located within the Central and Coastal Subregion Natural Communities Conservation
Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan (NCCP/HCP) Reserve known as the Nature Reserve of Orange
County (NROC); therefore, it is subject to provisions of the NCCP/HCP Implementation Agreement
(Figure 3). This NROC forms a large island of habitat almost entirely surrounded by urban
development. Despite its long history of use and proximity to urban development, the NROC supports
many of the typical and unique landscapes of California -coastal sage scrub, chaparral, native
grassland, and oak woodland — and sustains important habitat for a number of native animal species
including California gnatcatcher, coastal cactus wren, mule deer, bobcat, and southwestern pond
turtle. The connectivity between these areas within the NROC provides a rare opportunity to preserve
a functional wildland habitat.

The lands within the AWCWP boundaries were historically part of the Rancho Niguel, granted to
Juan Avila in 1842. The land was used for cattle, and later sheep ranching from the early 1840s into
the 1870s. During this time, many of the large landholdings were subdivided and a diversified
agriculture centered on citrus fruits, grapes, and grains appeared. From the late 1880s until the 1950s,
the ranch maintained a diversified economy based on cattle ranching, agriculture (including dry

2 Total acres = 3,355 Fee, 256 Easements, and 262 10D (Irrevocable Offer of Deed Dedication).
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Figure 3: Nature Reserve of Orange County
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farming) and tenant farming. Following World War 11, pressure for urbanization came from the rapid
Orange County housing expansion that was occurring in nearby cities. The ranch was divided and
developed into what eventually became Aliso Viejo, Laguna Woods, Laguna Hills, and Laguna
Niguel.

AWCWP is owned and operated by OC Parks. The County began acquiring park lands in 1979. At
that time, the Mission Viejo Company, master developer of the Aliso Viejo community, made an
Irrevocable Offer of Dedication of nearly 2,351 acres of undeveloped open space to the County of
Orange in conjunction with approval of the Aliso Viejo Planned Community. The following year, the
Orange County Board of Supervisors approved this Dedication for inclusion into the County’s park
system for a new regional park. This core dedication continues to be augmented by offers of
dedication extending from Laguna Niguel Ridge to the Aliso Creek valley floor and back up to the
City of Laguna Beach. Other undeveloped land parcels adjacent to the core dedication have
subsequently been added to AWCWP.

AWCWP currently encompasses approximately 3,873 acres of land and offers many opportunities for
recreation use, including hiking, running, mountain cycling, equestrian use, nature viewing, birding,
painting, photography, and wilderness education with an extensive 30-mile trail network. Hitching
rails located at the park entrance, Wood Canyon at Mathis Trail, and at the Old Sycamore Grove
accommodate equestrian uses, and a family rest area located under the sycamore trees provides for
small gatherings in the park.

Information kiosks exist at six key locations within AWCWP to convey information and
communicate with park users. The kiosks address a variety of topics including rules and regulations
regarding use of roads and trails, maps of the park, and wildlife information. In addition, information
signs are posted throughout AWCWP to post use restrictions, regulations, and other important
information such as warnings about potential safety hazards from wildlife, poison oak, ticks, and
steep slopes. Directional signs are also used at trail intersections to identify trails and indicate trail
lengths.

A total of 36 entry sites provide access into AWCWP. Approximately 24 entry points are gated
meaning that they can be closed, as needed, to prevent unwanted access. The majority of these gates
are open during park operating hours. As described above, the main entrance to the park is located in
Laguna Niguel off of Alicia Parkway. The parking lot accommodates 48 cars including spaces for
disabled visitors. The Orange County Parks Rangers Headquarters, a small family picnic area,
trashcans and portable restrooms are also located at the main park entrance. Two “informal”
trailheads are located at Alta Laguna Park (Top of the World) and Canyon View Park. These areas
provide restrooms and parking as well as access to AWCWP. Numerous unofficial entry points
provide access from community parks and schools along the Aliso Creek Bikeway and from adjacent
residential neighborhoods. Some of these entry points are unauthorized, “end of street” points used to
gain access to unauthorized trails; others are informal entries meaning there are no developed
trailheads at these locations.

2.2 SURROUNDING LAND USES

AWCWP is almost completely surrounded by urban development associated with the communities of
Aliso Viejo, Laguna Niguel, Laguna Hills, Laguna Woods, and Laguna Beach (Figure 4). These
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Figure 4: Surrounding Land Uses
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surrounding communities provide existing and potential connections to AWCWP. Public open space
located adjacent to or near the park includes: Moulton Meadows Park and the City of Laguna Beach
Open Space, Laguna Niguel Regional Park, Laguna Coast Wilderness Park, Crystal Cove State Park,
and Indian Hills Community Park. At its southern end, the park borders Aliso Creek Gold Course.
Soka University, a small private college, occupies a prominent location in the viewshed of the park
along the eastern ridge of Wood Canyon.

Property to the north between Aliso and Wood Canyons is within Aliso Viejo. Planned uses for this
community include medium and high density residential, light industrial, and community commercial.
The area north of the Aliso Viejo community is occupied by the City of Laguna Woods, which
includes Rossmoor Leisure World, a retirement community that includes single and multi-family
residences plus commercial uses and private parks and open space.

The Chet Holifield Federal Building and parking lot lies near the northeastern extent of AWCWP,
along Upper Aliso Creek. Other existing land uses near that portion of the park include commercial
and residential development. Residential areas border the west side of the park in the Temple
Hill/Top of the World area of the City of Laguna Beach and the east side of the park along Highlands
Avenue and Alicia Parkway in the City of Laguna Niguel.

2.3 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

In its role as land manager, the County desires to maintain and enhance the biodiversity of AWCWP
by overseeing the edge effects from nearby urbanization and ensuring that the land continues to be a
viable part of the NROC. The RMP has been developed with a set of management goals and actions
to ensure the long-term protection of AWCWP’s natural and cultural resources.

2.3.1 Purpose of the RMP

The purpose of the RMP is to provide a comprehensive, long-term management plan for the
AWCWP. The RMP would serve as a clear and realistic blueprint for the management of AWCWP
for the next several decades and guide the County on future policy, land use, budget, and capital
improvement decisions relating to the AWCWP. The fundamental objective for the RMP is to
identify the best framework to manage, protect, and enhance the natural resource values of AWCWP
while providing safe recreational and educational opportunities to the public. The major plan
objectives are to enhance wildlife habitats, develop vegetation management practices, and provide
safe, low-impact recreational opportunities and public access.

2.3.2 RMP Goals

The RMP includes goals and objectives that outline a management framework to protect the resources
of AWCWP. A compendium of all RMP objectives is contained in Appendix A of this Initial Study
for reference. RMP goals are listed below.

Public Use and Access
« Achieve compatibility between protection of the park’s natural and cultural resources and human
use demands.
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« Allow for passive recreational uses that contribute to enjoyment of the natural resources and
promote healthy lifestyles (recognizing that park uses must have minimal impact on park
resources and be compatible with a wilderness experience).

Biological Resources

o Protect, restore, preserve, and enhance the natural resources of the park.

« Maintain a park that is compatible with the entire San Joaquin Hills ecosystem and the Aliso
Creek watershed.

Water Quality
« Improve the quality of streamwater that flows through the park.

Cultural Resources
« Protect and preserve the important cultural/historical resources of the park.

Interpretation/Education
« Provide an appropriate interpretive program that increases the public’s understanding and
appreciation of the significant natural and cultural resources of the site.

Visual Resources
« Protect and enhance significant views.

Stewardship
o Provide effective stewardship of the park to ensure natural and cultural resources are preserved in
perpetuity for the recreation, education, and inspiration of all visitors.

2.3.3 Proposed Management Actions

Proposed management of AWCWP would remain consistent with the County’s definition of a
wilderness park. As such, the County will protect and preserve the native habitat in AWCWP for the
benefit of its natural resources. Outdoor education and low-impact recreation would continue to be
provided consistent with resource protection goals. A summary of the management actions proposed
in the RMP is provided below.

Public Access and Recreation

The RMP proposes modifications to the existing network of trails and entry points, including
construction of new trails, enhancement of existing authorized trails, formalization of several existing
unauthorized trails, and closure of most unauthorized trails. The proposed public access and
recreation plan is shown in Figure 5.

At present, the County uses trail guidelines detailed in the Regional Riding and Hiking Trails Design
Manual (September 13, 1991). The RMP provides trail maintenance guidelines to minimize road and
trail impacts to the natural and cultural resources of the site, including best management practices
(BMPs), design standards, maintenance and management strategies for all roads and trails.
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Figure 5: Public Use and Recreation
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The RMP recommends that most unauthorized trails that have been closed be actively restored to
native habitat. Unauthorized trails that have been closed include: Ibis, Paradise, Dog Park, Smoothies,
Alpine, Schoolyard, Red Rider, No Way Out, and JTs.

In implementing the RMP, the County would create the following new trails and entry points or
improve existing unauthorized trails to provide access to key destination points, viewing locations,
and off-site destinations and to provide needed loops and connections:

1. Reroute Corridor Trail. The County Regional Riding and Hiking Trail Master Plan
designates a connection between the northern end of AWCWP and LCWP. At present, users
originating within Laguna Canyon at El Toro Road and the San Joaquin Hills Transportation
Corridor, access AWCWP at Upper Wood Canyon via two unauthorized trails that lead to the
Cholla Trail, these trails are known as the “unauthorized Corridor routes.” The existing
unauthorized trails, along with the existing Stairstep Trail and other trail alignments would be
evaluated in order to create an accessible route in both an uphill and down hill direction for
all trail uses. This rerouted Corridor Trail would become the preferred access to and from
LCWP and EI Moro.

The Stairstep Trail currently provides the only authorized trail access these other parks (a trail
under management by the City of Laguna Beach). The Stairstep Trail is very steep and
rugged and not appropriate for many trail uses. The RMP identifies preparation of a
feasibility study to evaluate several options with a goal to achieve this linkage.

2. Aliso Beach Park Class 1 Bikeway. The Aliso Creek Bikeway is an Orange County master-
planned regional bikeway intended to stretch from the mountain foothills to the Pacific
Ocean. The paved Class | bikeway begins at the foot of the Santa Ana Mountains, at the
intersection of Santiago Canyon, El Toro, and Live Oak Canyon roads (Cook’s Corner) and
extends south toward AWCWRP. The three mile section within AWCWP begins at Sheep Hills
Park in Laguna Hills and ends at the junction of the creek and the Aliso Water Management
Authority (AWMA) Road just north of the main park entrance. The Orange County Master
Plan of Regional Bikeways provides for the trail to extend from AWCWP to the Pacific
Ocean.

The AWMA Road connects the main park entry to the Coastal Treatment Plant owned and
operated by the South Coast Wastewater Authority (SOCWA). Currently the agreement
between the County and SOCWA allows for public access Monday through Friday on the dirt
trail that parallels the road up to the entry gate. On weekends the public is allowed to use the
asphalt road up to the entry gate. Consistent with the County Regional Riding and Hiking
Trail Master Plan, the Class 1 Bikeway would extend from the main park entry to the coast.
Working with SOCWA, the bikeway would be on the existing roadway with a parallel riding
and hiking trail. At the southern terminus of the trail, this area would be improved as a rest
stop for the eastern park boundary to include restrooms, a picnic area and interpretive
displays. Equestrian use would terminate at the Coastal Treatment Plant with a corral for
horses. From the proposed rest area, a new trail would take trail users upslope to an overlook
with views of the Pacific Ocean.

3. Car Wreck. The unauthorized Car Wreck Trail, named for the crashed 1947 car protruding
from a ravine along the route, snakes its way up a narrow and heavily rutted route over
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exposed bedrock and through dense coastal sage scrub and chaparral before joining with
Mathis Canyon Trail at the top. Authorizing the Car Wreck Trail would offer an additional
loop opportunity between the Mathis Trail, West Ridge Trail and Wood Canyon. Several
sections of Car Wreck would need to be repaired or rerouted to improve drainage and safety.
Oak Grove Trail is currently a dead end requiring an “out and back” trip. Improving Car
Wreck as an authorized trail would provide access from the Oak Grove Trail to other areas of
AWCWP.

4. Nestall Trail (Birthday Trail). Originating at the midpoint of Nestall Road, the Nestall Trail
connects Nestall Road/Alta Laguna Boulevard at the Top of the World to the Driping Cave
Trail. This trail is extremely steep (elevation gain of 600 feet) and technical, crossing through
the east facing hillside. Current conditions render uphill mountain biking very difficult and
switchbacks would need to be added to protect native plants and enhance trail safety. In
addition, authorization of this existing unauthorized trail would require signing and
maintenance along most of its 1.25-mile length.

5. East Ridge Trail (Five Oaks Link). Five Oaks Trail connects Wood Canyon Trail to the
water tank hill (Moulton Peak) at the east side of AWCWP. Private property prevents legal
access to this trail from the east side of AWCWP. Five Oaks can only be accessed legally via
Wood Canyon Trail thus requiring an “out and back” trail experience. A utility access road
serves the water towers located at Moulton Peak and public access is currently prohibited.
The utility road connects with several unauthorized trails in order to achieve a loop trail ride
(or hike) from Five Oaks Trail. Lack of a loop trail in this location is a common complaint
from trail users. The RMP identifies preparation of a feasibility study in conjunction with the
utility provider to evaluate the unauthorized routes in order to connect Five Oaks Trail north
to Moulton Peak, Chollo Trail and Gate #7.

6. Aliso Creek (East). Along the east side of Aliso Creek, an on-grade dirt maintenance road
runs through Aliso Canyon from Alicia Parkway to the Coastal Treatment Plant. The dirt road
provides access to SOCWA pipelines along the east side of Aliso Creek, is closed to the
public, and is difficult to access from the west side of Aliso Creek. The County would work
with SOCWA to open this area in order to create a loop trail between the ACWHEP structure
(Aliso Creek Wetlands Habitat Enhancement Project) and the proposed trail on the west side
of the creek that would come to the treatment plant and eventually connect to the coast. This
trail would provide an opportunity to connect the Laguna Niguel Regional Park with
AWCWP. This trail would require an additional creek crossing for the public at the southern
end. This would be a multi-use trail.

7. Aliso Summit Trail to Aliso Creek East. The Aliso Summit Trail hugs the eastern ridge of
Aliso Canyon in Laguna Niguel and borders residential communities. The trail is
discontinuous in the existing route requiring users to make connections by leaving AWCWP
and walking through a residential neighborhood before re-entering the park. At present the
trail does not make a connection to other trails within AWCWP. A proposed connection from
the Aliso Summit Trail downslope to the proposed Aliso Creek East Trail could follow an old
road alignment and provide this needed connection to other areas of AWCWP.

8. Esslinger Trail. The Esslinger Trail would be a new trail that would begin northwest of the
Coastal Treatment Plant and connect the AWMA Road to the existing Aswut Trail north of
Moulton Meadows. From the AWMA Road the trail would extend diagonally northwest and
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upslope. The Esslinger Trail would make a needed loop connection and provide access to
desirable destinations in this southern area of AWCWP.

In addition, the RMP identifies the following improvements to enhance the main entry and parking
area:

« Place monument park signage on Alicia Parkway to announce the park.

« Enhance the entry and entry road with native plants and trees native to the project site.

« Reconfigure the parking area to highlight the sense of arrival.

« Create a forecourt or pre-entry to serve as a transition zone from the parking lot to the center as
well as a gathering place for visitors.

« Create a paseo feature, a centralized access route to the park linking the forecourt, ranger’s
station, modular building for interpretive program, outdoor classrooms, and picnic and staging
areas. These entry improvements are shown on Figure 6.

Figure 6: Proposed Main Entry Improvements
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Habitat Enhancement/Restoration

In order to improve biological productivity and diversity, habitat areas need to be evaluated for their
conservation value and then prioritized for restoration and enhancement. NCCP/HCP criteria for high
conservation values and low conservation values will be used in conjunction with professional
judgment to evaluate habitats for their conservation value. Primary habitat enhancement and
restoration activities include: (1) closure/restoration of unauthorized trails; (2) eradication of invasive
and non-native species; and (3) re-establishment of native habitat by replanting.

Pest Species Control

Pest species have the potential to reduce the conservation value of AWCWP by directly affecting one
or more NCCP/HCP target and identified species through direct predation or degradation of habitat.
This group of pests includes the brown-headed cowbird (Molothrus ater), a group of medium-sized
mammalian predators known as “meso-predators” [including feral dogs and cats, opossum (Didelphis
virginiana), raccoon (Procyon lotor), striped skunk, and nonnative red fox (Vulpes fidva)], red-eared
sliders (Trachemys scripta elegans), the American bullfrog, African clawed frogs (Xenopus laevis),
and Argentine ants (Iridomyrmex humillis). Pest animal control activities shall be coordinated with
NROC, USFWS, CDFG, and animal control officers and may include: cowbird trapping, limiting turf
areas within AWCWP, encouraging increased coyote use of problem areas, excluding domestic pets,
removing American bullfrogs, African clawed frogs, and/or red-eared sliders, and avoiding long-term
irrigation. As a Wilderness Park, there are no turf areas within AWCWP and no turf areas will be
considered in future plantings.

Biological Monitoring

The NCCP/HCP requires that all resource management activities be monitored directly to assess their
effectiveness in meeting the goals set by the NROC to (1) promote biodiversity, (2) increase habitat
for target species, and (3) increase habitat values. Direct monitoring of some of the “target and
identified species” and key vegetation communities is recommended using annual park-wide plot
monitoring activities and target resource monitoring using a systematic sampling program. Target
resource monitoring would occur on semi-permanent plots (e.g., 2 to 40 acres each) with a point-
intercept line transect of 25- and 100-meters. In addition, data would be collected on passively
managed special interest species and resources using techniques such as permanent photo points.

The data collected through the monitoring program, as described in the Monitoring and Adaptive
Management Program, would be analyzed and used as the basis for evaluating and guiding park
management. Analysis would compare current and previous data, with greater emphasis on
identifying long-term trends rather than short-term phenomena.

Water Quality Management

AWCWP is located within the Aliso Creek watershed, which encompasses a drainage area of
approximately 36 square miles. Runoff from urban development within the watershed can adversely
affect water quality by contributing sediment and other pollutants to creeks and streams within
AWCWP. Surface water quality has been studied extensively over the past approximately 15 years
within the Aliso Creek watershed. Water quality monitoring has identified the following list of
Constituents, Parameters, or Conditions of Potential Concern (CPCOPCs) for the urban runoff that
flows through AWCWRP: bacteriological indicators, toxicity, temperature, erosion and resulting
sediments, and biostimulatory nutrients (phosphorus and nitrogen).
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The RMP recommends that the County conduct ongoing visual monitoring to be alert to signs of
potential contamination of park water resources resulting from park activities, as well as, urban runoff
from outside park boundaries. The RMP also provides evaluation criteria to help the County assess
projects that may affect surface water quality in AWCWRP. The evaluation criteria include:
recommendations from the Drainage Area Management Plan (DAMP), analysis of pre- and post-
project water quality concentrations, regulatory compliance, operational evaluations, and
development of park-specific evaluation criteria, BMPs, and adaptive management.

Cultural Resources Management

AWCWP is very sensitive with respect to cultural resources. A records search of the South Central
Coastal Information Center conducted for the RMP identified 51 resources within the park
boundaries. Sites within AWCWP are considered highly significant and have contributed greatly to
research into the prehistory of Orange County. Some of the cultural resources within AWCWP have
been or are in danger of being destroyed by human or natural disturbance and/or neglect. The
fundamental objective of the RMP with regard to cultural resources is to manage, protect, and
enhance park resources while still providing educational and recreational opportunities to the public.
Recommended management actions for cultural resources within AWCWP include: establishing a
cultural resources records management system, identifying Native American Traditional Cultural
Areas, conducting focused surveys in areas proposed for park improvements, routinely patrolling
culturally sensitive areas, and conducting park-wide surveys for cultural resources. The RMP also
outlines the recommended steps for dealing with cultural resource discoveries within AWCWP.

Paleontological Resources Management

AWCWP contains an abundance of paleontological resources. With the exception of rock units
considered too young to contain fossils, all geological units within AWCWP have the potential to
yield important, significant fossils. However, a current and comprehensive survey of the AWCWP
has not been conducted and very few of the localities that have been recorded within AWCWP have
been thoroughly studied. Therefore, many unknown resources may exist within AWCWP.
Recommended management actions for paleontological resources within AWCWP are very similar to
those for cultural resources. The RMP outlines the recommended steps for dealing with
paleontological resources discoveries within AWCWP. In addition to paleontological resources
management, the RMP proposes development of an interpretive facility at Pecten Reef, provided one
could be constructed with minimal environmental impacts.

Public Outreach and Education

The County would develop a Comprehensive Interpretive Plan to convey information about
AWCWP. The interpretive plan would include recommendations for interpretive trails and displays;
enhancement of existing facilities and displays; interpretive programming; and interpretive methods,
such as live programs, tours, and school programs. The County would explore the possibility of
developing an interpretive facility in the Pecten Reef area to highlight the unique paleontological
resources in this area, while minimizing potential impacts to those resources.

Fire Management Plan

Existing fuel modification areas are located on the edges of the AWCWP where they meet urban
developments. The current maintenance procedures for the fuel modification zones require the
residential developments to mow, disc, weed whip, and hand-thin/clear these areas according to the
fuel management plans for individual developments.
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Excessive fuel management practices increase the “edge effect” and allow nonnative invasive weeds,
rather than natives, to become easily established within the fuel modification zones and adjacent
natural areas. Existing fuel management and long and short-term fire management practices appear to
be severe (e.g., erosion, denuded slopes) along some of the areas between residential development
and AWCWP. Proper management of these areas is important for erosion and weed control, and
wildlife management.

In response to the 1993 Laguna Fire, a required component of the NCCP/HCP is preparation of a Fire
Management Plan for NROC. The purpose of the Fire Management Plan is to address the role of fire
in the NROC and to provide for appropriate short and long term fire management policies that are
sensitive to species conservation while providing for effective fire protection of urban development
adjoining the NROC. Following adoption of the fire management plan for the entire NCCP/HCP
Reserve, a specific fire management plan should be prepared for AWCWP.

Park Maintenance

Operations and maintenance efforts strive to keep the park safe, functional, and attractive for
residents and visitors. The County will maintain facilities in the park to ensure that resource values
are preserved and that management activitie are supported. Routine patrol of public use ensures
compliance with the rules and regulations and allows staff to assess level of use by area of the park.
County staff will continue to enforce park policies to promote safety for park visitors and to protect
park resources. The County would enforce park boundaries by maintaining property fencing and
access points and signing park property.

The County would protect and enhance views and distinctive landscape features that contribute to the
setting, character, and visitor experience, through the expansion of recreation and intrepretive
opportunities associated with visual and scenic resources, by working cooperatively with local
jurisdictions to protect key views into AWCWP from visual intrusion and light pollution, by using
native plantings to visually buffer developed areas and by siting park facilities to be sensitive to
scenic views both into and out of AWCWP.

Monitoring and Adaptive Management Program

Adaptive management is defined as a flexible, iterative approach to long-term management of biotic
resources that is directed over time by the results of ongoing monitoring activities and other
information. Biological management techniques and specific objectives are regularly evaluated in
light of monitoring results and other new information. These periodic evaluations are used to adapt
both the management objectives and techniques to better achieve overall management goals. This
approach involves managing CSS and adjacent habitats in a manner designed to support a broad range
of “CSS Species” over the long term with particular emphasis on the “target and identified” species.

Park Administration, Management, and Operations

Park administrative operations are currently provided at the park office at the Main Entry. The park
office may be redeveloped as part of renovation plans for the main entry and/or development of other
interpretive facilities. This office would continue to be the center of control for all park operations
and resource management operations.
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2.4 DISCRETIONARY ACTIONS

The following discretionary actions are required for project approval:

e Adoption of RMP

The following discretionary actions may be requested to implement the goals and policies outlined in
the RMP in the future:

o Issuance of a Coastal Development Permit

o California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG): Streambed Alteration Agreement
o California Department of Transportation (Caltrans): Encroachment Permit

e County Coastal Development Permit

« Regional Water Quality Control Board: Section 401 Certification

e United States Army Corps of Engineers: 404 Permit

« United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS): Section 7 Consultation
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS CHECKLIST

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS CHECKLIST

Wood Canyons Wilderness Park Resource Management Plan

Less Than
Potential Significant w/ Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
ISSUES & SUPPORTING DATA SOURCES: Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
1. LAND USE & PLANNING. Would the project:
a) Physically divide an established community? ] ] ] X

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or
regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the
project (including, but not limited to the general plan,
specific plan, local coastal program, or zoning [ O 2 O
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect?

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan
or natural community conservation plan? [ [ X [

2. AGRICULTURE. Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland ] ] ] =
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract? [ [ [ >

c) Involve other changes in the existing environment,
which, due to their location or nature, could result in ] ] ] X
conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use?
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ISSUES & SUPPORTING DATA SOURCES:

Potential
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant w/
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact No Impact

POPULATION & HOUSING. Would the project:

a)

b)

c)

Induce substantial population growth in an area, either
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through
extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

Displace substantial numbers of existing housing,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?

Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Would the project:

a)

b)

d)

Expose people or structures to potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:

i)  Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated
on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist
for the area or based on other substantial evidence
of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and
Geology Special Publication 42.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?

iii) Seismic-related ground  failure, including
liquefaction?

iv) Landslides?
Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or
that would become unstable as a result of the project,
and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

Be located on expansive soils, as defined in Table 18-
1-B of the California Building Code (2001), creating
substantial risks to life or property?

I I O I B

[

0O X X O

X

X O O KX
I I O I B

[
[
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Less Than
Potential Significant w/ Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
ISSUES & SUPPORTING DATA SOURCES |mpact |ncorporated |mpact No |mpact
e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use
of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal [ [ [ X
system where sewers are not available for the disposal
of wastewater?
HYDROLOGY & WATER QUALITY. Would the
project:
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge [ [ X [

requirements?

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that there
would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering
of the local groundwater table level (e.g., the
production rate of pre-existing nearby wells would [ [ X [
drop to a level which would not support existing land
uses or planned uses for which permits have been
granted)?

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the
site or area, including through the alteration of the [ [ X [
course of a stream or river, in a manner, which would
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the
site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, or substantially increase the ] ] X ]
rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner, which
would result in flooding on- or off-site?

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed
the capacity of existing or planned storm water [ [ X [
drainage systems or provide substantial additional
sources of polluted runoff?

f) Have a significant adverse impact on groundwater
quality or otherwise substantially degrade water L] L] X ]
quality?

g) Place h