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Introduction 

The environmental analysis for the Scripps Coasta l Meander Trail project (proposed project) is tiered 
from the Un iversity of Cal ifornia, San Diego (UCSD) 2004 Long Range Development Plan (LRDP) 
Environmental Impact Report (EI1<), as updated by the East Campus Bed Tower (ECBT) EI1< certified in 
July 20 10. The 2004 LRDP EIR (UCSD 2004a) is a Program EIR that was prepared in accordance with 
the Ca liforn ia Environmental Quali ty Act Guidelines (Sections 15000 et seq, T itle 14, Code of Ca lifornia 
Regulations; hereafter "CEQA Gu idelines") pursuant to Section 15168, wh ich implements the California 
Environmental Quality Act (public Resources Code Sections 2 1000, et seq, CEQA). The 2004 LRDP 
EI1< ana lyzed fu ll implementation of uses allowed under the 2004 LRDP at the program level (UCSD 
2004b). 

111 accordance with CEQA Guidelines Sections 15152, as amended, and 15168(c), this project is tiered 
from the 2004 LRDP EI1< (SCI-I# 200308 1023), as updated by the ECBT ELR (SCH No. 2009081053). 
These documents are hereby incorporated by reference and are avai lab le for review during normal 
business hours at UCSD Physica l and Community Planning, Pepper Canyon Hall, Suite 464, La Jolla, 
CA. The 2004 LRDP EIR ana lyzed the overall direct and indirect envi ronmental effects of campus 
growth and faci li ty development through the academic yea r 2020-21. The 2004 LRDP EIR also analyzed 
the potentially s ignificant cumulative impacts that could occur from the implementation of the 2004 
LRDP. Technica l analyses prepared for \lIe ECBT EIR (UCSD 20 lOa) will rep lace and supersede the 
long-term traffic and cumulati ve construction emissions (a ir quality) analysis presented in the 2004 LRDP 
ErR. These analyses were conducted to address changed conditions that have resulted since the 2004 
LRDP ELR was certified in September 2004. In the case of air quality analysis, the construction analys is 
was updated to add ress a more robust construction emiss ions scenario than previously assumed at the 
time the 2004 LRDP EJR was prepared, so addit iona l related cumu lative ana lysis has been included. In 
addition, the status for two criteria pollutants (ozone and particulate matter less \llan 2.5 microns in 
diameter [PM 2.5]) has changed to non-attainment; and new federal andlor state standards have been 
adopted for ozone, PM,." and nitrogen dioxide (NO, ) since the 2004 LRDP EfR was adopted, so they are 
re-analyzed in the ECBT EIR. The 2004 LRDP traffic ana lysis was updated to refl ect changing 
conditions locally and regiona lly, and new mitigat ion strategies are presented to address the effects of 
campus growth on the loca l c irculation network in the near term (20 IS) and the cumulati ve long term 
(2020). 

The tiering of the environmental analys is for the proposed project all ows this Tiered Initial Study (IS) to 
rely on the 2004 LRDP EJR, as updated by the ECBT EIR for the fo llowing: 

(a) a discuss ion of general background and setting information for env ironmenta l topic areas; 

(b) overa ll growth-related issues; 

(c) issues that were eva luated in sufficient detail in the 2004 LRDP EIR, as updated by the ECBT 
EIR, for which there is no new information of substantial importance or substantia l change in 
c ircumstances that would require fUliher analys is; and 

(d) short and long-term cum ulative impacts 

The purpose of this IS is to evaluate the potential environmental impacts of the project in light of the 
ana lysis in the 2004 LRDP EIR, as updated by the ECBT EIR to determine what leve l of add itional 
environmental review, if any, is appropriate includ ing whether additional project leve l mitigation is 
necessary and wou ld be included as part of the proj ect. Based on the analysis contained in this IS, one of 
severa l determinations will be made as listed in Sect ion IV of this IS. 
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II. PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIl' TION 

Pro ject Location 

University of California, Sail Diego - The UCS D campus is located adjacent to the communities of La 
Jolla and University C ity, within the northwest port ion of the City o f San Diego (Figure I). The main 
campus consists of three distinct, but contiguous, geographic entities: tJle Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography (S IO) ( 179 acres), located between the Pacific Ocean to the west and Torrey Pines Road to 
the east; the west campus (669 acres), located west of Interstate 5 (1-5) and includes the Gliderport and 
Torrey Pines Center North ; and the east campus (266 acres), loca ted between 1-5 and Regents Road. An 
additiona l 38.3 acres includes nearby parcels, such as the La 10lla Del Sol housing complex ( 12 acres) 
located about one mile to tJle southeast o f campus, the Uni versity House (7 acres) and an adjacent parcel 
consisting o f coastal canyon and beachlTont ( 19 acres). The 2004 LRDP addresses all of the above 
properties and encompasses a total of 1, 152 acres. 

SIO - The SJO portion o f the campus, where the project is proposed, is located west of Torrey Pines Road 
and includes a span of approximate ly 3,000 feet of ocean Frontage. SIO was founded prior to the 
fo rmation oFUCSD and became part of the UC system in 19 13. SIO is one o f the o ldest, largest, and most 
important centers for atmospheric, earth, environmental, marine, and space science research, graduate 
training, and public service in the world . The SJO portion of the campus re ferred to in this document 
includes the numerous SIO fac ili ties located along the ocean to the west of La 10lla Shores Drive, as we ll 
as the hillside to the west of Torrey Pines Road; therefore, the SIO area a lso contains the Stephen Birch 
Aquarium, Coast Apartments (UCSD graduate and married student housing), and surrounding 
undeveloped areas. Deve lopment at SIO is constrained by steep slopes and landslides, especia lly east of 
La 10lla Shores Drive. A dominant topographic feature is Skeleton Canyon, a deep coasta l canyon that 
originates southeast of the Coast Apartments on La Jolla Shores Drive and runs south to the campus 
property line. 

Project Description 

The proposed project site is located just west of La Jolla Shores Drive in the northwest corner of the SIO 
campus. La 10 1la Shores Drive is a popular coastal access roadway known for its beautiful ocean views as 
the road descends 400 feet in elevation over two miles from the Torrey Pines Mesa down to sea level at 

La Jolla Shores. Currently, there are few well-marked places For visitors to stop to safely enjoy the view 
and appreciate the beauty of undi sturbed natura l areas contained with in thi s stretch of coastline. The 

development of two new coasta l overlooks on SlOIUCSD property with parking and public access 

provided via Biological Grade (a road interna l to the SIOs campus, accessib le From La 10lla Shores 
Drive) provides an opportunity to leverage that infrastructure to further advance both public access and 

coastal resource conservation goa ls. The proposed project, envisioned as a short but important new 
segment of the California Coastal Trail, does just that, while demonstrating best practices in design for 

such recreationa l amenities . 

The project proposes to develop a new, publ icly accessibl e trail on the SIO portion of the UCSD campus, 
a ffording sweeping ocean views from a coasta l terrace 145-200 feet above the beach. The proposed trail 
features a sensitively des igned pathway and boardwa lk along a west-Fac ing s lope, connecting two coasta l 
overlook sites already being developed at SIO (see Figure 2). This proposed proj ect would introduce a 
un ique new recreati onal amenity to the campus' and the state' s network of coasta l trails, an extension of 
the Scripps Coastal Meander to be mapped and signed as part of the California Coasta l Trail, offering 
magnificent views of the San Diego coast line from La 10lla Cove to Torrey Pines State Beach 

With key support from the Ca lifornia Coastal Conservancy and matching fund s from SIOIUCSD, the 
proposed project would ex pand and enhance coasta l public access ways, while facilitating greater pub lic 
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IV. ENVmONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 

The environmental factors checked below wou ld be potentially affected by thi s project, involving at least 
one impact that is a " Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the following pages. 
In March 2010, the CEQA guidelines were revised to inc lude the analysis of greenhouse gas em issions 
which is included herein , and parking was eliminated from further CEQA consideration. The 2004 LRDP 
EIR concluded that implementation of the 2004 LRDP did not have the potential to result in significant 
impacts related to Agricultural Resources, Forest Resources and Mineral Resources. Therefore, further 
analysis of potential impacts to those recourses has been scoped out for the project level analyses. 

0 Aesthetics 0 Agriculture Resources 0 Air Quali ty 

0 Biologica l Resources 0 Cultural Resources 0 Geo logy/Soils 

Green house Gas Emissions 
Haz<1rds & Hazardous 

Hydro logy/Water Quality 0 0 
Materials 

0 

0 Land UselP lan ning 0 Mineral Resources 0 Noise 

0 Population/Housing 0 Public Services 0 Recreation 

0 TransportationiTraffic 0 Utilities/Service Systems 0 
Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

V. DETERMINATION: 

On the basis of the initial evaluation that follows: 

• I find that the proposed project as designed would not have a significant effect on the environment, has been 
substantia lly and adequately analyzed in a certified program EIR, and therefore qualifies for a 
CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION under Cla~ses 3 and 4. No further documentation is required . 

o I find that although the proposed project could have a s ignificant effect on the environmen t, the project 
impacts were adequately addressed in an earlier document or there will not be a significant effect in this 
case because revi sions in the project have been made that wi ll avoid or reduce any potential significant 
effects to a less than significant level. A MITIGATED NEGATTVE DECLA RATION will be prepared. 

o I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant e ffect on the environment. An 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT will be prepared. 

March II, 20 13 
Signatu re Date 

",C",a"th"e"-n,,,' n",e",J,,-. -,-P"re",s",m,,-Y,-,k>-' ___________ Un i versitv 0 f Cal i forn ia, San Diego 
Printed Name For 
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Discussion 

Biologica l resource issues are di scussed in Section 4.3 of the 2004 LRDP EIR. The analysis is based in 
part on a field survey and habitat/sens itive spec ies mapping performed by DUDEK in 2012 and 2013 
(see Appendix A) 

a) In 2012 and 20 13, Dudek visited the project si te to map the habitat on the s lope located in the 
vicin ity o f the project, and to identify and map sensitive spec ies (see Appendix A). There are five 
vegetation communities on the s lope west of Bio logical Grade where the Coastal Meander Trail is 
proposed; disturbed habitat (DH), coasta l sage scrub (CSS), disturbed coasta l sage scrub (dCSS), 
southern coastal bluff scrub (SCBS), and urbanized (URB) landscape buffer. Sensitive plants that 
were identified inc lude Ca lifornia box thorn and Wooly seabite. Both plants are included in the 
California Rare Plant Ranking (CRPR) as List 4.2 (plants of limited distribution). These plants are 
represented on Figure 2, Append ix A, as clusters of plants; a total of approximately 20 Ca liforn ia 
box thorns and 90 Woolly seabites were observed, most of which are located west of the project area 
of impact, with the exception of approximately 16 Woo lly seabites located in the vicinity of the 
northern portion of the tTail. These 16 plants may be avoided by sensitive placement of the support 
piers. A li st of plants identified in the study area is incl uded in Appendix A. While protoco l surveys 
for the Ca lifornia gnatcatcher were not specifica lly undertaken , Dudek looked for the birds and no 
sensitive birds or animal species were observed. 

While there are no hi storica l records of the Ca lifornia gnatcatcher in the area and none were seen 
during DUDEK survey work in 20 12, in an abundance of caution, removal of less than 0.1 acres of 
diegan coastal sage scrub hab itat wou ld not occur during the gnatcatcher breeding season (February 
15 through August 30). ConstTuction would also be timed to occur during the non-breeding season. 

No suitable trees for raptor nesting occur within the proposed project area of work. 

b,c) The proposed Coasta l Meander Trail is consistent with the guidance of Ule 2004 LRDP ELR in that it 
is designed to minimize impacts to native habitat to the extent feasible by following the canyon rim 
adjacent to Biological Grade, and by use of foot ings/piers for much of the alignment. Minor grading 
of approximately 3,000 square-feet is limited to the south end of the path where ADA requirements 
could be met no other way. The project avo ids the southern coasta l bluff scrub vegetation 
community completely. Impacts weTC· conservatively estimated at 1,625 sf of disturbed habitat, 
1,050 sf of urbanized (landscape buffer), and 357 sf of coasta l sage scrub habitat. The habitat impact 
numbers do not take into consideration the use of footin gs for most of the length and Ulerefore 
overestimate the impact below the path . The project is considered a resource dependent use that is 
allowab le in areas of native habitat in the coasta l zone (see Figure 3). 

On a project spec ific basis, per the 2004 LRDP EIR, impacts to less than 0.1 acre for all upland 
habitats and 0.0 I acre for a ll wetland habi tats wou ld not require mitigation. Prior to individual 
project construction, all direct impacts to riparian habi tat and sensitive natural comm unities greater 
than 0.0 I acre and 0.1 acre, respectively, shall be mitigated in accordance with the miti gation 
approach and ratios listed in the LRDP EIR. In this case however, impacts to native habitat total less 
than 0. 1 acre. Therefore the impact is deminimus and no mitigation is required . 

However, because the proposed project is adjacent to natura l habitats in the UCSD Park, the project 
design includes the following: 

• Prior to commencement of c learing or gradi ng acti vities near natura l habitats, the approved 
limits of disturbance wou ld be delimited and s ilt or orange fencing shall be installed to 
prevent errant disturbance by construction vehic les or personnel. All movement of 
construction contractors, including ingress and egress of eq uipment and personnel, wou ld be 
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