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May 30, 2013 
 
Mr. Doug Bosco, Chairman 
State Coastal Conservancy 
Attn:  Mary Small 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Subject:    Proposed Grant to Develop a Wetland Carbon Sequestration Protocol 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Coastal Conservancy’s proposed grant of 
$50,000 to Winrock International to develop a carbon sequestration protocol for 
California wetlands.  The Delta Conservancy supports the Conservancy’s partnership 
with other agencies and nonprofits in advancing this work. 
 
We all know that wetlands provide critical habitat, improve water quality, and protect 
communities from flooding.  However, recent science confirms that wetlands also 
sequester significant amounts of carbon.  This project will develop a peer-reviewed 
protocol to quantify these carbon benefits for different types of wetlands in California.  
California also has significant potential for wetland restoration.  Over the past five 
years, more than 10,000 acres of coastal wetlands have been restored.  Planning and 
environmental review has been completed for tens of thousands of additional acres.  In 
the next few years, final engineering will be complete for more than 40,000 acres of 
additional coastal wetland restoration – much of that in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
 
Our state is leading the way in addressing climate change through the implementation 
of a cap and trade project for greenhouse gas emissions reduction.  This project will link 
wetland restoration and the state’s emerging carbon market, creating a potential 
funding mechanism for implementation and management of coastal and Delta wetland 
restoration projects. This is an important project in advancing the restoration of 
California wetlands as a strategy for addressing climate change. 
 
It is exciting to see the state propose a project with so many potential benefits, I 
encourage your support. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Campbell Ingram 
Executive Officer 
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May 21, 2013 
 
 
Mr. Doug Bosco, Chairman 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Attn: Mary Small 
 
 
 
Subject: Proposed grant to develop a wetland carbon sequestration protocol 
 
 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
I am writing to support the Coastal Conservancy’s proposed grant of $50,000 to 
Winrock International to develop a carbon sequestration protocol for coastal and 
Delta wetlands in California.  I applaud the Conservancy’s leadership in 
advancing this important work and urge you to approve the funding for this 
project. 
 
Wetlands are known and well-documented for providing multiple benefits 
including critical habitat for plant and animal species, water quality improvement, 
and flood protection.  However, what has not been widely recognized and 
therefore underappreciated is that wetlands also sequester significant amounts of 
carbon and help to alleviate global warming.  The proposed project will quantify 
this additional benefit for different types of wetlands in California through 
development of a peer-reviewed protocol, which can be used to link wetland 
restoration and the state’s emerging carbon market. Implementation of this 
project is truly a win-win for the environment as it will both help to mitigate the 
impacts of climate change and create a potential funding mechanism for 
restoration of the State’s wetland habitats..   
 
The Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission has been actively engaged in 
protection and restoration of remnant coastal wetlands in Southern California 
including the 800-acre Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve. Like many other 
potential restoration projects in the State, funding shortage is the main obstacle 
to achieve full restoration of the Ballona Wetlands.  We are excited about the 
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potential restoration funding that the proposed project will generate and are 
pleased to offer our full support for its implementation.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Shelley Luce, Ph.D. Env. 
Executive Director 
Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission 
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