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TONI ATKINS 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER , SEVENTY-EIGHTH DISTRICT 

MAJORITY LEADER 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 131

h Floor 
Oakland , CA 94612 

Re: Support for Olympia Oyster Hestoration Plan for San Diego Bay 

Dear Chairman Bosco and Members of the State Coastal Conservancy: 
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I am pleased to learn about the development of an Olympia Oyster Restoration Plan for 
San Diego Bay. I write in support of efforts to restore and enhance the Bay's habitats, 
while also investigating natural approaches to provide shoreline protection. Living 
Shorelines projects provide us with tools for adapting to sea level rise, while also 
increasing subtidal habitat for hig~hly valuable marine species. 

I am especially pleased to see that the Southwest Wetlands Interpretive Association 
(SWIA) will manag~e the grant funds and oversee the project. I also applaud the San Diego 
Unified Port District for partnerinn on th is exciting project that will enhance an important 
area of the bay that has national and statewide importance. Greater coverage of oysters in 
San Diego Bay will improve water quality while increasing food sources for migratory birds 
and fish that are important to the bay's recreational opportunities. 

Policymakers are increasingly recognizing that the ecosystem services provided by oysters 
have real economic value. The San Diego Bay community pays for polluted waters through 
increased regulation , fewer commercial and recreationally important fish , and lower water 
quality for visitors to San Diego Bay to enjoy. Restoring the native Olympia oyster for 
cleansing coastal bays and estuaries is a promising proposition to address these issues. 

I look forward to learning more about restoring native oysters in San Diego Bay. 

Warmly, 

TONI ATKINS 
Ma~ority Leader 
781 Assembly District 
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