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CHAIR ' S(-:pternber 19, 2013

Mr. Douglas H. Bosco, Chairman
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" floor

Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Support for Humboldt County request for Ryan Creek acquisition grant.

Dear Chairman Bosco:

I wish to express my strong support for the County of Humboldt’s request to the Conservancy for
8 $950,000 grant to acquire approximately 1,000 acres of forestland to create a publicly
accessible community forest along Ryan Creek, adjacent to the City of Eureka in Humboldt
County. Approval of this grant by the Coastal Conservancy would complete the funding plan for
this important project. '

I'have long supported the protection of Ryan Creek’s valuable coastal wetlands, redwood forest
habitat, and riparian resources, which support critical spawning, rearing, and migration habitat
for anadromous tish populations, including federally threatened coho salmon and steelhead trout.
The proposed Ryan Creek Community Forest would protect 1,225 acres of the Ryan Creek
watershed—acreage that is threatened by subdivision and conversion to non-forest uses.

The acquisition of these acres by Humboldt County from the current owner, Green Diamond
Resource Company will conserve these unique forests, protect the region’s water quality and
supply, and protect vitally important habitat and migration corridors for fish and wildlife.

The project will also catalyze a larger conservation plan, which involves the placement of a
conservation easement over Green Diamond’s remaining 6,325 acres of working forest lands in
the Ryan Creek watershed. The proposed Ryan Creek Community Forest will provide an
important conservation buffer for these productive and ecologically important timberlands.
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Thank you for your consideration of this vital project to protect and restore the tidal marshes in

Humboldt Bay and the region, while building a strong community partnership for environmental
stewardship.

Sincerely,

Neveen 5«»~f

Noreen Evans

nd

Senator, 2" District
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September 17, 2013

Mr. Douglas H. Bosco, Chairm:n
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" floor

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Bosco:

I am writing in support of the County of Humboldt’s request to the Coastal Conservancy for a $950,000 grant to
acquire approximately 1,000 ac-es of forestland to create a publicly accessible community forest along Ryan
Creek, adjacent to the City of E:uceka in Humboldt County.

This project will protect Ryan ('reek’s valuable coastal wetlands, redwood forest habitat, and riparian resources,
which support critical spawning, rearing, and migration habitat for anadromous fish populations, including
federally threatened coho salmc n and steelhead trout. The proposed Ryan Creek Community Forest would
protect 1,225 acres of the Ryan Creek watershed—acreage that is highly threatened by conversion to non-forest
uses.

The acquisition of these acres bv Humboldt County from the current owner, Green Diamond Resource
Company is the best solution to conserving these unique forests, protecting the region’s water quality and
supply, and protecting vitally important habitat and migration corridors for fish and wildlife.

The project will also catalyze a iarger conservation plan, which involves the placement of a conservation
easement over Green Diamond’s remaining 6,325 acres of working forest lands in the Ryan Creek watershed.
The proposed Ryan Creek Community Forest will provide an important conservation buffer to these productive
and ecologically important timt crlands.

I urge you to fund this most wo thwhile project to protect and restore the tidal marshes in Humboldt Bay and
the region, while building a strcng community partnership for environmental stewardship.

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call my office.

Respectfully,
7
WESLE ESBRO

Assemblyman, 2" District

WC: mh

Printed on Recycled Paper
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Mr. Douglas H. Bosco, Chairman
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" floor
Oakland, CA 94612
September 9, 2013

Dear Chairman Bosco:

We wish to express support for the County of Humboldt’s request to the Conservancy for a $950,000
grant to acquire approximately 1,000 acres of forestland to create a publicly accessible community forest
along Ryan Creek, adjacent to the City of Eureka in Humboldt County.

Our Board supports the protection of Ryan Creek’s valuable coastal wetlands, redwood forest habitat, and
riparian resources, which support critical spawning, rearing, and migration habitat for anadromous fish
populations, including federally threatened coho salmon and steelhead trout. The proposed Ryan Creek
Community Forest would protect 1,225 acres of the Ryan Creek watershed—acreage that is highly
threatened by conversion to non-forest uses.

We believe the acquisition of these acres by Humboldt County from the current owner, Green Diamond
Resource Company, is the best solution to conserving these unique forests, protecting the region’s water
quality and supply, and protecting vitally important habitat and mi gration corridors for fish and wildlife.
The project will also catalyze a larger conservation plan, which involves the placement of a conservation
easement over Green Diamond’s remaining 6,325 acres of working forest lands in the Ryan Creek
watershed. The proposed Ryan Creek Community Forest will provide an important conservation buffer to
these productive and ecologically important timberlands.

Finally, we believe there is a substantial long-term benefit for the residents of Eureka and the surrounding
community who would use this forest and benefit from its inclusion in their overall resource options. It is
a local legacy project that will be accessible to everyone for recreation and interpretation, and will
enhance standard of living and property values.

I'hope that you will fund this project to protect and restore the tidal marshes in Humboldt Bay and the
region, while building a strong community partnership for environmental stewardship.

Sincerely, %7_»_\/

Natalie Arroyo, Board Vice-President - signing on behalf of the the Humboldt Trails Council.

The mission of the Humboldt Trails Council is to serve as a unified voice to support development and use
of trails for recreation and transportation throughout Humboldt C ounty.
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May 14, 2012

Mr. Dan Ashe

Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Director Ashe:

The Trust for Public Land (TPL) is in strong support of the California State Coastal
Conservancy’s application to the FWS National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant
Program.

TPL is a national, non-profit land conservation organization that conserves land for
people to enjoy as parks, community gardens, historic sites, rural lands, and other
natural places, ensuring livable communities for generations to come. TPL has been
working to protect the natural resources of California’s North Coast by partnering with
municipal and federal governments, private timber companies, and local land trusts to
acquire conservation lands and finance working forest conservation easements on key
properties across the region. One of TPL’s top priorities for North Coast conservation
is protecting the important natural assets along Ryan Creek from encroaching
development.

The proposed Ryan Creek Wetlands Conservation Project catalyzes the larger
conservation plan established by TPL and Green Diamond Resource Company in 2010
to conserve the resource values of Green Diamond’s 7,550 acres of working forest
lands (known as the McKay Tract) in the Ryan Creek watershed. The proposed project
will protect from development 192 acres of valuable coastal wetlands and associated
uplands through a two-staged combined fee-title and conservation easement
acquisition.

e The first stage acquisition of 168 acres of wetlands and associated uplands
west of Ryan Creek will support the protection of an additional 1,120 acres of
forested uplands through fee simple acquisition to comprise a County-managed
community forest.

e The second stage protection of 24 acres of wetlands east of Ryan Creek will be
accomplished through the purchase of a conservation easement over 5,550
acres to be managed by Green Diamond as a sustainable working forest.

TPL is contributing significant staff time towards the completion of this project,
including all legal, appraisal and other transaction-related fees. TPL’s contribution
includes $132,155 already expended in appraisal, planning, pre-acquisition studies,
and staff and travel time for working with the landowner and project partners. TPL is
also contributing $10,000 in cash to Humboldt County to support feasibility studies
for the community forest.
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By prohibiting residential development, the project will protect and enhance habitat
for plants, fish, and wildlife, provide public access and educational opportunities, and
maintain existing wetlands, riparian, and forest habitat that is beneficial to the aquatic
and terrestrial ecosystem. Additionally, conservation-based ownership and
management of the property will provide the site control needed to plan for future
restoration work for the benefit of fish and wildlife. This project responds to a timely
opportunity to protect critical wetlands habitat within the Humboldt Bay watershed,
which is threatened by increasing development pressures.

Thank you for your consideration of this important project.

"

Sam Hodder, California State Director
The Trust for Public Land

101 Montgomery St., Ste 1100

San Francisco, California 94104




Exhibit 3. Project Letters

1/
¢ GREEN DIAMOND 1 h
1301 Fifth Avenue Seattle, Washington T (206) 224-5800
RESOURCE COMPA.NY Suite 2700 98101-2675 F (206) 224-5809

greendiamond.com

May 3, 2012

Mr. Dan Ashe

Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Director Ashe:

In December of 2010 The Trust for Public Land (TPL) and Green Diamond Resource Company (Green
Diamond) announced a proposal to preserve the vast majority of the 7,550-acre McKay Tract, including most
of the watershed of Ryan Creek, as a productive working forest, and create a more manageable buffer
between continued timberland management and the adjacent developed communities of Cutten and
Ridgewood Heights.

TPL and Green Diamond have worked collaboratively in developing a conservation plan for the McKay
Tract, a significant part of which is to be a community forest that could be owned and managed by the
County, public agency or qualified non-profit group. TPL intends to acquire approximately 1,250 acres west
of Ryan Creek from Green Diamond in fee for the community forest and then transfer the property to such an
entity. Green Diamond is a willing seller of this portion of the McKay Tract which includes significant
wetland areas in the lower reaches of Ryan Creek. In the interest of conserving the property for its forest,
watershed, and wetland values, Green Diamond is also working with TPL to draft and enter into a
conservation easement over the remainder of the McKay Tract lying generally to the east of Ryan Creek.

Green Diamond is very supportive of the State Coastal Conservancy’s proposed Ryan Creek Wetlands
Conservation Project. We recognize the tremendous natural resources associated with this property, and
support management of these resources as part of a community forest to maintain and protect valuable
habitat for fish and wildlife and to provide public access.

Green Diamond anticipates continued ownership of the remaining adjacent working forest lands east of Ryan
Creek. As part of the overall conservation of the 7,550-acre McKay Tract, Green Diamond anticipates and
fully intends to make an in-kind donation of interests in land not to exceed $1,000,000 for the entire McKay
Tract Conservation Project. Green Diamond, with TPL, has also provided significant time and resources to
Humboldt County in support of their effort to establish a community forest in the Ryan Creek watershed.

We respectfully encourage you to support this important project to ensure the continued protection of
valuable estuarine and freshwater wetlands as part of a special community forest project.

Sincerely,

R AR/

Mike Pruett, Vice President
Land Management and Business Development Division
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736 F Street
Arcata, CA 95521

June 1, 2012

Mr. Dan Ashe

Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Ashe:

The City of Arcata is very supportive of the State Coastal Conservancy’s proposed Ryan Creek
Protection Project. We recognize the tremendous natural resources on the property, and want to
see them protected and managed to enhance habitat value for fish and wildlife and to provide
public access. The City has extensive experience in community forest management, and has
found that the Arcata Community Forest has been a great asset to our community, providing
benefits for habitat, water quality, viewsheds and public recreation.

In support of the project, City staff has assisted Humboldt County (County) with community
forest planning focused on the Ryan Creek property. City staff spent approximately 25 hours
advising the County on the Ryan Creek project in 2011 and 2012, and anticipates spending an
additional 40 hours over the course of the project. At a encumbered rate of § 83 an hour, City
staff time is valued at $5,395 total. The City is willing to count this staff time as match for the
project. In addition the City of Arcata Forest Management Committee will be available to advise
the County of Humboldt on aspects of setting up a community-based forest management
program for Ryan Creek including transferable details of Arcata’s adaptive management
approach to increase biodiversity, accelerate old forest conditions, provide late successional
forest habitat while providing revenue.

We respectfully encourage you to support this important project for the protection of valuable
estuarine and freshwater wetlands as part of a special community forest project.

Sincerely,

Moy

MARK S. ANDRE, RPF #2391
Director
Environmental Services Department



Exhibit 3. Project Letters



	BOS Resolution of Support_ 2011.pdf
	1.TIF (1 page)




