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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Pacific Southwest Region
In Response Reply To: 2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2606
80230 Sacramento, California 95825-1846

August 23, 2013
Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Support for Sonoma Land Trust’s Grant Request — Haire Ranch Acquisition Project
Dear Chairman Bosco:

The Sonoma Land Trust’s request to your agency for funds ($353,711) to assist in the acquisition
of the Haire Ranch, a 1,092-acre privately-owned hay farm located on Skaggs Island in southern
Sonoma County, would provide multiple benefits to the San Francisco Bay area. The Haire
Ranch constitutes one-quarter of Skaggs Island; the remainder is owned and managed by the US
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) as part of the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge. The
Ranch is part of the diked historic marsh that fringed San Pablo Bay and was open to tidal action
before it was leveed and drained in the 1880°s for farming. The USFWS is precluded from
restoring tidal marsh or otherwise manipulating the water on the Island, because the federal and
Haire properties are contiguous and share a common drainage network.

The acquisition of Haire Ranch is critical to, and will set in motion, restoration of wetland
habitat on Skaggs Island. Restoration of tidal marsh in this region would provide habitat for
recovery of many endangered plants and animals and may be part of the solution to mitigate the
effects of climate change.

The Sonoma Land Trust is partnering with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
and the USFWS to acquire and convey Haire Ranch to the USFWS for management and
restoration as part of the Refuge. Protection and restoration of Skaggs Island builds on over
30,000 acres of protected land along San Pablo Bay, and adds a critical component to the vision
of an unbroken band of restored marshes from the Petaluma River to Vallejo.

I encourage the Coastal Conservancy to support the goal of Sonoma Land Trust, the USFWS,
and NRCS to acquire Haire Ranch so that over 4,000 acres of wetland habitat can be restored in

San Pablo Bay.
Sincerely, &/
J - A

Margéret T. Kolar
Assistant Regional Director, Refuges
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August 21, 2013

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor
Qakland, California 94612

Dear W‘Qfmaﬁw

I am writing in support of the Sonoma Land Trust’s application for funding that would be used towards
the acquisition of the Haire ranch, a privately owned hay farm on Skaggs Island in southeastern Sonoma
County.

The Haire property has long been a stumbling block for the full integration of Skaggs Island into the
federal San Pablo National Wildlife Refuge. Fully one quarter of Skaggs Island is currently part of the
Haire property. Because it is in private ownership, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service cannot optimally
manage the island nor can the island be completely restored to tidal marshland.

Tidal marsh along the northern ring of San Pablo Bay provides habitat for recovery of many endangered
plants and animals and will help to both mitigate eventual sea level rise and sequester carbon. The Haire
property is a critical component in establishing an unbroken chain of restored marshes stretching from the
Petaluma River to Vallejo.

I strongly encourage the Coastal Conservancy to give the grant application submitted by the Sonoma
Land Trust and its partners, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the National Resource Conservation

Service, your every consideration.

Thank you, and please contact me at my Santa Rosa office if you need additional information on this

project.

Sincerely,

Y/

MIKE THOMPSON
Member of Congress

MTcd %M LO/VVLA

Printed on ré€ycled paper.
‘ O
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SENATOR
LOIS WOLK
THIRD SENATE DISTRICT

August 23, 2013

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Support for Sonoma Land Trust's Grant Request — Haire Ranch Acquisition Project
Dear Chairman Bosco,

| am writing to support Sonoma Land Trust’s request to the State Coastal Conservancy

for $353,711 toward acquisition of the Haire Ranch, a 1,092—acre privately owned hay
farm located on Skaggs Island in southern Sonoma County. Haire Ranch is part of the
diked historic marshes that fringe San Pablo Bay and was open to tidal action before it
was leveed and drained in the 1880’s for farming. While over 85% of the marshes around
San Francisco Bay were converted for development, in recent decades thousands of acres
of tidal and seasonal marshes, along with upland habitats, have been acquired and
restored by a wide diversity of partners. Restoration of tidal marsh in this region provides
habitat for recovery of many endangered plants and animals and is part of the solution to
mitigate the effect of sea level rise and sequester carbon.

The acquisition of Haire Ranch is critical to, and will set in motion, restoration of

wetland habitat on Skaggs Island. Haire Ranch constitutes one-quarter of Skaggs Island.
The remainder is owned and managed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) as
part of the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge. The USFWS is precluded from
flooding Skaggs Island, or otherwise manipulating the water on the Island, because the
federal and Haire properties are contiguous and share a common drainage network.
Public acquisition of Haire Ranch is considered essential to the ability to restore all of
Skaggs Island to tidal marsh.

SLT is partnering with the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the USFWS to
acquire and convey Haire Ranch to the USFWS for management and restoration as part
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of the Refuge. Protection and restoration of Skaggs Island builds on over 30,000 acres of
protected land along San Pablo Bay, and adds a critical component to the vision of an
unbroken band of restored marshes from the Petaluma River to Vallejo.

| urge the Coastal Conservancy to support the goal of Sonoma Land Trust, the USFWS,
and NRCS to acquire Haire Ranch so that over 4,000 acres of wetland habitat can be
restored in San Pablo Bay.

Sincerely,

LOIS WOLK
Senator, % District

LW: jm
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August 20, 2013

Douglas Bosco; Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Support for Sonoma Land Trust’s Grant Request — Haire Ranch Acquisition Project
Dear Chairman Bosco,

We write to support Sonoma Land Trust’s request to the State Coastal Conservancy for $353,711 toward
acquisition of the Haire Ranch, a 1,092—acre privately-owned hay farm located on Skaggs Island in
southern Sonoma County. Haire Ranch is part of the diked historic marshes that fringe San Pablo Bay
and was open to tidal action before it was leveed and drained in the 1880’s for farming. While over 85%
of the marshes around San Francisco Bay were converted for development, in recent decades,
thousands of acres of tidal and seasonal marshes, along with upland habitats, have been acquired and
restored by a wide diversity of partners. Restoration of tidal marsh in this region provides habitat for
recovery of many endangered plants and animals and is part of the solution to mitigate the effect of sea
level rise and sequester carbon.

The acquisition of Haire Ranch is critical to, and will set in motion, restoration of wetland habitat on
Skaggs Island. Haire Ranch constitutes one-quarter of Skaggs Island; the remainder is owned and
managed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) as part of the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife
Refuge. The USFWS is precluded from flooding Skaggs Island, or otherwise manipulating the water on
the Island, because the federal and Haire properties are contiguous and share a common drainage
network. Public acquisition of Haire Ranch is considered essential to the ability to restore all of Skaggs
Island to tidal marsh.

SLT is partnering with the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the USFWS to acquire and convey
Haire Ranch to the USFWS for management and restoration as part of the Refuge. Protection and
restoration of Skaggs Island builds on over 30,000 acres of protected land along San Pablo Bay, and adds
a critical component to the vision of an unbroken band of restored marshes from the Petaluma River to
Vallejo.

We urge the Coastal Conservancy to support the goal of Sonoma Land Trust, the USFWS, and NRCS to
acquire Haire Ranch so that over 4,000 acres of wetland habitat can be restored in San Pablo Bay.

Si ly,

g v
- Y/, A4 /
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abbitt, Chair SUsan Gorin, District 1 Supervisor



Exhibit 3: Project Letters

August 19, 2013

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Grant Request: Sonoma Land Trust Haire Ranch Acquisition Project
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Board:

Save The Bay strongly supports Sonoma Land Trust’s request to the State Coastal
Conservancy for $353,711 toward acquisition of the Haire Ranch, a 1,092 acre
privately-owned hay farm located on Skaggs Island in southern Sonoma County.

Save The Bay is the largest organization working to protect and restore San Francisco
Bay, representing more than 40,000 supporters throughout the region. Restoration of
tidal marsh habitat on all of Skaggs Island, including Haire Ranch, has been our goal for
nearly two decades. This grant request will allow that goal to be realized.

The acquisition of Haire Ranch will enable the eventual restoration of extensive wetland
habitat on Skaggs Island, reclaiming it from a diked, farmed area to the marsh habitat
that existed there before it was leveed and drained in the 1880’s. This outcome will
become possible on the portion previously acquired by the US Fish and Wildlife Service
several years ago as an addition to the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge. With
Haire Ranch in public ownership for resource protection, the Service will be able to
reintroduce tidal action to restore critical marsh habitat for endangered species
throughout much of Skaggs Island’s 4,000 acres.

Sonoma Land Trust is partnering with the Natural Resources Conservation Service and
the US Fish and Wildlife Service on this acquisition project, adding a crucial segment to
the vision of a contiguous stretch of restored marshes from the Petaluma River to
Vallejo. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Dkl ot

David Lewis
Executive Director

1330 Broadway, Suite 1800 Oakland CA 94612 510.463.6850 www.saveSkbay.org
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August 29, 2013

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Support for Sonoma Land Trust’s Grant Request — Haire Ranch
Acquisition Project

Dear Chairman Bosco,

I am writing to support Sonoma Land Trust’s request to the State Coastal
Conservancy for $353,711 toward acquisition of the Haire Ranch.
Restoration of tidal marsh in this region provides habitat for recovery of
many endangered plants and animals and is part of the solution to mitigate
the effect of sea level rise and sequester carbon. Haire Ranch is the largest
restorable parcel in the North Bay and is critical to completing the
ecological integrity of the historic Napa-Sonoma marsh complex.

The acquisition of Haire Ranch is critical to successful restoration of
Skaggs Island, the ecological heart of the Napa-Sonoma marshes. Haire
Ranch comprises one-quarter of Skaggs Island, the additional 3,300 acres
being owned and managed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
as part of the San Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge. No part of Skaggs
Island may be restored until this private in-holding is acquired. Public
acquisition of Haire Ranch is essential to restore all of Skaggs Island.

SLT is partnering with the Natural Resources Conservation Service and
the USFWS to acquire Haire Ranch for inclusion in the Refuge.
Acquisition of Skaggs Island builds on over 30,000 acres of public lands
along San Pablo Bay, adding a critical property to the effort to restore the
ancient north bay marsh system between Novato and Vallejo.

I urge the Coastal Conservancy to help the Sonoma Land Trust, the
USFWS, and NRCS acquire Haire Ranch so that over 4,000 acres of
productive wetland habitat can be restored in San Pablo Bay.

Sincerely,

More {dhmer

Marc Holmes, Director
Bay Restoration Program





