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November 7, 2013 

 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th

 Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

  

 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

 

I’m writing in support of Coastal Conservancy funding for phase two of an innovative research 

project in Elkhorn Slough that is examining the relationship between sea otter health and the 

health of the entire Slough ecosystem. This project, titled, “Using sea otter ecology and habitat 

use in Elkhorn Slough to inform management,” is already revealing important findings that can 

be used to enhance the recovery of the threatened population of southern sea otters in California, 

as well as guide decision-making for a variety of uses that impact California’s second-largest 

remaining salt marsh system.   

  

The Monterey Bay Aquarium is proud to be a member of the multi-disciplinary team of experts 

that will carry out this effort over the next year, and we will devote significant staffing and other 

resources to support this important project. The Aquarium was also a proud sponsor of AB 2485, 

which established a much-needed funding source for research to help speed the recovery of sea 

otters in our state. This investigation into the health of Elkhorn Slough and its resident sea otters 

is exactly the kind of meaningful work that was envisioned for these funds.  

 

Thank you for your leadership on behalf of ocean and coastal conservation in California. I 

respectfully urge your support for this research project.       

 

   

Sincerely,  

 
Margaret Spring 

Vice President of Conservation and Science 

Monterey Bay Aquarium 
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