
 
 

Exhibit 3: Project Letters



Exhibit 3: Project Letters



Saue 1wr {raifi!
promoting traile in $anta Clara County for the benefit and enjoyrnent of all

December 5,2013

Ms. Laura Thompson
Bay Trail Project Manager, Association of Bay Area Governments

101 Eighth Street

Oakland, CA94607

Subject: Letter of Support for Grant Application for a Demonstration Project

Dear Ms. Thompson:

Save Our Trails: Connecting Santa Clara County Communities wishes to voice our support

for the grant application of the nay Area Ridge Trail Council and the San Francisco Bay Trail
projectlor a dimonstration project to reduce greenhouse gases in Santa Clara County.

SAVE OUR TRAILS is a CaliforniaNot-for-Profit Corporation whose mission is"To promote

trails in Santa Clara County for the bene/it and enjoyment of all." We are convinced that a robust

network of continuous and interconnected trails in Santa Clara County would be a very effective

measure to encourage people to use non-motorized transportation to access work, shopping, and

recreation.

Large portions of such a trail systern are already in place. But there are important gaps that often

*ui" it rr"".*r*y for cyclists to conduct part of their trip on city streets. Studies have shown that

many potential bicyclists are deterred from riding on the street by a belief that doing so is unsafe.

Closing the gaps in the network, and connecting the trails to the major destinations would be a

major achievement that surely will greatly help persuade people to give up their vehicles in favor

of the fun, healthy, andnon-polluting use of bicycles. We welcome the opportunity presented by

the Demonstration project to validate this belief, and we would be extremely pleased to see the

completion if the South BaY LooP.

For these reasons, SAVE OUR TRAILS enthusiastically supports the funding request for this

Demonstration Proj ect.

Martin Delson
Secretary, SAVE OUR TRAILS
(Email: secretary@saveourtrails-scc.org I Web: wlvw.saveourtrails-scc.org)

Exhibit 3: Project Letters



Exhibit 3: Project Letters



Exhibit 3: Project Letters



Exhibit 3: Project Letters



Exhibit 3: Project Letters



Exhibit 3: Project Letters



Exhibit 3: Project Letters



 
Douglas Bosco, Chairman     November 19, 2013 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Attn. Nadine Peterson 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
This letter is in support of the City of Arcata application for grant funding of the State Coastal 
Conservancy’s Climate Ready grant program to support their Arcata Bay Adaptive Measures.  Specially 
this in support of carbons sequestration component (Task #2) which will measure the potential carbon 
sequestration in the saltwater wetlands adjacent to the new NPDES discharge point.  
 
The Arcata Marsh Research Institute (AMRI), attached to the City of Arcata Environmental Service 
Department and operated by Hydro Resources International (HRI), has been sampling nutrients  within 
the Arcata treatment system and discharges to the bay on a weekly basis for over four years.  The City of 
Arcata funded graduated research project (Mary Burke’s thesis) measuring the potential carbon 
sequestration in the Arcata treatment marshes. The A special study was initiated in November and 
December of 2012 where salt water marsh plant above ground and below biomass was measured in the 
region of the proposed living shoreline.  Over the last four years the City has been collaborating with 
researchers in Louisiana where there is active implementation of the use treated municipal effluent to 
support the establishment and development of living shorelines to protect coastal areas. 
Listed below are sample references for work in Louisiana and for work done in Arcata: 

� Englande, A.J. and  J.Day. Using Wastewater Effluent for Wetlands Restoration- A Case Study.  
Communities Working for Wetlands Conference. New Orleans, Louisiana. Feb. 17-20, 1999. 

� Englande A.J., Jr., J.W. Day, G. Jin, J.Kybczyk, C.-Y. Hu. Wetlands Restoration Using Wastewater 
Effluent:  An Example of Resource Management.  Water Environmental Federation Conference 
and Exposition.  New Orleans, Louisiana.  October 9-13, 1999. 

� Day, J.  Monitoring Salt-Marsh Sedimentation and Erosion for Wetlands Management, Part II.  
Louisiana Environment Ñ99:  Law, Science, and the Public Interest.  Tulane Law School.  New 
Orleans, Louisiana. February 26-28, 

� Burke, Mary, An Assessment  Of Carbon, Nitrogen, And Phosphorus Storage And The Carbon 
Sequestration Potential In Arcata’s Constructed Wetlands For Wastewater Treatment, A Thesis 
Environmental System Option, Humboldt State University, 2011 

AMRI will support this project with trained personnel in the area of carbon sequestration and in 
supplying  a field laboratory and equipment adjacent to the project area for processing and analyzing 
soil and plant samples.  AMRI has the information system capacity to store, access, and analyzedata 
collected on the  project. 
Sincerely Yours 

  
R. A. Gearheart, Ph.D, P.E. 
Emeritus Professor Environmental Resource Engineering-Humboldt State University 
Director of Arcata Marsh Research Institute 
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August 20, 2013 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the application submitted by the City of Benicia for grant 
funding through the Coastal Conservancy Climate Ready program to conduct a climate 
vulnerability assessment, create an adaptation plan, and conduct site-specific analyses at three 
businesses in the City’s Industrial Park, the central economic hub near the waterfront. 
 
Benicia made climate planning a priority when it became the first city in Solano County to adopt 
a Climate Action Plan in 2009 and address climate change at the local level.  Benicia continues 
to show a significant interest in not only reducing greenhouse gas emissions, but better preparing 
residents and businesses to deal with climate risks as a result of those emissions such as flooding, 
temperature increases, and threats to infrastructure locally while identifying ways the City can 
integrate adaptive planning into its existing codes and standards.  Specifically, the funding will 
allow the City to focus on addressing its vulnerability to sea level rise along the 15-mile 
shoreline.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association (NOAA) sea level rise 
projections show that the marina, industrial park, port, and recreational areas are vulnerable to 
inundation in both the 2050 and 2100 scenarios.  The City has already begun to address this risk 
while developing a Coastal Conservancy funded Urban Waterfront Restoration Mater Plan, and 
now is the time to expand on those efforts.   This project will not only address local risks, but can 
be a model for other local governments and regions facing similar issues.  Without this grant 
funding, the City will not be able to conduct a vulnerability assessment or develop an adaptation 
plan.  
 
In addition to my support, I know there is strong regional and community support for this project 
and I applaud the City of Benicia for taking the lead on local adaptation planning that will better 
prepare the community for existing and future climate related impacts.  I sincerely encourage the 
Coastal Conservancy to support this important project. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Susan A. Bonilla 
California State Legislature, 14th Assembly District 

STATE CAPITOL 
P.O. BOX 942849 

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0011 
(916) 319-2014 

FAX (916) 319-2114 
 

DISTRICT OFFICE 
2151 SALVIO ST, SUITE 395 

Concord, CA 94520 
(925) 521-1511 

FAX (925) 602-1536 
 

 

SUSAN A. BONILLA 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, DISTRICT FOURTEEN 
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January 2, 2014 

 

 

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th
 Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Attn:  Nadine Peterson 

 

RE: Support for Climate Ready Grant - City of Hermosa Beach  

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 

I am writing in strong support of the City of Hermosa Beach’s application for an “Infrastructure-focused Vulnerability, 

Risk Assessment, and Adaptation Strategy” under the State Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready grant program.      

  

The project will conduct a systematic and detailed vulnerability and risk assessment of infrastructure due to sea level 

rise and associated increases in shallow groundwater elevation; identify and prioritize potential adaptation strategies 

with respect to severity, timing and extent for incorporation into the City’s long-term planning tools; and identify 

information and data gaps and establish critical long-term monitoring necessary to evaluate forecasted impacts and 

refine and manage adaptation strategies over time.   

 

This project will support the work being performed under a Strategic Growth Council grant to revise and integrate the 

City’s General Plan and Coastal Land Use Plan focused on sustainability and a carbon neutral future, leading to a 

certified Local Coastal program.  Development and prioritization of climate adaptation strategies for vulnerable 

infrastructure will also be incorporated into the City’s Capital Improvement Plan, Hazard Mitigation Plan, municipal 

code, and the Enhanced Watershed Management Program including potential for innovative solutions for reducing 

potential impacts on ocean water quality.  The City of Hermosa Beach is also partnering on the Los Angeles Region 

LCP Sea Level Rise Adaptation Program.    

 

The City of Hermosa Beach has made a leadership commitment to a carbon neutral future and protection of the 

ecological, recreational and economic resources of the city, region and state as exemplified by its action and 

commitment of resources.  The furtherance of these goals will be well-served by funding this important project and I 

urge your support.  Thank you for your consideration.  If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact 

me at (310) 318-6994. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

TED W. LIEU 

Senator, 28
th
 District  

 

Exhibit 3: Project Letters



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 2, 2014 
 
 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Attn. Nadine Peterson 
 
RE: Support for Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready Grant - City of Hermosa Beach  
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
I am writing in strong support of the City of Hermosa Beach’s application for an “Infrastructure-
focused Vulnerability, Risk Assessment, and Adaptation Strategy” under the State Coastal 
Conservancy’s Climate Ready grant program. 
  
The project will conduct a systematic and detailed vulnerability and risk assessment of infrastructure 
due to sea level rise and associated increases in shallow groundwater elevation, and identify and 
prioritize strategies for incorporation into the City’s long-term planning.  
 
This project will support the work being performed under a Strategic Growth Council grant to revise 
and integrate the city’s General Plan and Coastal Land Use Plan focused on sustainability and a 
carbon neutral future, leading to a certified Local Coastal program.  Strategies for planning with 
regard to vulnerable infrastructure will also be incorporated into the City’s Capital Improvement 
Plan, Hazard Mitigation Plan, municipal code, and the Enhanced Watershed Management Program.  
The City of Hermosa Beach is also partnering on the Los Angeles Region LCP Sea Level Rise 
Adaptation Program.    
 
The City of Hermosa Beach, which I represent in the State Assembly, has made a leadership 
commitment to a carbon neutral future and protection of the ecological, recreational and economic 
resources of the city, region and state.  Their goals will be well-served by funding this important 
project and I urge your support.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
AL MURATSUCHI 
Assemblymember, 66th District 
 
AM:tbl 
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C i t y  o f  H e r m o s a  B e a c h  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Civic Center, 1315 Valley Drive, Hermosa Beach, California 90254-3884 

 

 
 
 
December 23, 2013 

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th

 Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Attn. Nadine Peterson 
 

RE: Support for Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready Grant - City of Hermosa Beach  

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 

I am writing in strong support of the City of Hermosa Beach’s application for an “Infrastructure-

focused Vulnerability, Risk Assessment, and Adaptation Strategy” under the State Coastal 

Conservancy’s Climate Ready grant program.      

  

The project will conduct a systematic and detailed vulnerability and risk assessment of 

infrastructure due to sea level rise and associated increases in shallow groundwater elevation; 

identify and prioritize potential adaptation strategies with respect to severity, timing and extent 

for incorporation into the City’s long-term planning tools; and identify information and data gaps 

and establish critical long-term monitoring necessary to evaluate forecasted impacts and refine 

and manage adaptation strategies over time.   

 

This project will support the work being performed under a Strategic Growth Council grant to 

revise and integrate the city’s General Plan and Coastal Land Use Plan focused on sustainability 

and a carbon neutral future, leading to a certified Local Coastal program.  Development and 

prioritization of climate adaptation strategies for vulnerable infrastructure will also be 

incorporated into the City’s Capital Improvement Plan, Hazard Mitigation Plan, municipal code, 

and the Enhanced Watershed Management Program including potential for innovative solutions 

for reducing potential impacts on ocean water quality.  The City of Hermosa Beach is also 

partnering on the Los Angeles Region LCP Sea Level Rise Adaptation Program.    

 

The City of Hermosa Beach has made a leadership commitment to a carbon neutral future and 

protection of the ecological, recreational and economic resources of the city, region and state as 

exemplified by its action and commitment of resources.  The furtherance of these goals will be 

well-served by funding this important project and I urge your support.    

 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael DiVirgilio 

Mayor 
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  L O C A L   G O V E R N M E N T S   I N   A C T I O N  
 

Carson      El Segundo     Gardena     Hawthorne     Hermosa Beach     Inglewood     Lawndale     Lomita      
Los Angeles     Manhattan Beach     Palos Verdes Estates     Rancho Palos Verdes     Redondo Beach     Rolling Hills      

Rolling Hills Estates     Torrance     Los Angeles District #15     Los Angeles County 
 

 

 

20285 Western Avenue, Suite 100 
Torrance, California 90501 

 (310) 371-7222 
sbccog@southbaycities.org 

www.southbaycities.org 

December 30, 2013 
 

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th
 Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Attn. Nadine Peterson 
 

RE: Support for Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready Grant - City of Hermosa Beach  
 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 

On behalf of the South Bay Cities Council of Governments, I am writing in support of the City of Hermosa 

Beach’s application for an “Infrastructure-focused Vulnerability, Risk Assessment, and Adaptation 

Strategy” under the State Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready grant program.      
  
The project will conduct a systematic and detailed vulnerability and risk assessment of infrastructure due to 

sea level rise and associated increases in shallow groundwater elevation; identify and prioritize potential 

adaptation strategies with respect to severity, timing and extent for incorporation into the City’s long-term 

planning tools; and identify information and data gaps and establish critical long-term monitoring necessary 

to evaluate forecasted impacts and refine and manage adaptation strategies over time.   
 

This project will inform the efforts of the other coastal communities in the South Bay as well as support the 

work being performed under a Strategic Growth Council grant to revise and integrate the city’s General 

Plan and Coastal Land Use Plan focused on sustainability and a carbon neutral future, leading to a certified 

Local Coastal program.  Development and prioritization of climate adaptation strategies for vulnerable 

infrastructure will also be incorporated into the City’s Capital Improvement Plan, Hazard Mitigation Plan, 

municipal code, and the Enhanced Watershed Management Program including potential for innovative 

solutions for reducing potential impacts on ocean water quality.  The City of Hermosa Beach is also 

partnering on the Los Angeles Region LCP Sea Level Rise Adaptation Program.    
 

The City of Hermosa Beach has made a leadership commitment to a carbon neutral future and protection of 

the ecological, recreational and economic resources of the city, region and state as exemplified by its action 

and commitment of resources.  The furtherance of these goals will be well-served by funding this important 

project and we urge your support.    
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Dan Medina, SBCCOG Chair 

Councilman, City of Gardena 
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SURFRIDER-SOUTHBAY.ORG • PO BOX 3825 • MANHATTAN BEACH, CA 90266

January 3, 2014

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612
Attn. Nadine Peterson

RE: Support for Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready Grant - City of Hermosa Beach 

Dear Mr. Bosco:

On behalf of the Surfrider Foundation - South Bay Chapter, I am writing in strong 
support of the City of Hermosa Beach’s application for an “Infrastructure-focused 
Vulnerability, Risk Assessment, and Adaptation Strategy” under the State Coastal 
Conservancy’s Climate Ready grant program.    

 The project will conduct a systematic and detailed vulnerability and risk assessment 
of infrastructure due to sea level rise and associated increases in shallow groundwater 
elevation; identify and prioritize potential adaptation strategies with respect to severity, 
timing and extent for incorporation into the City’s long-term planning tools; and 
identify information and data gaps and establish critical long-term monitoring necessary 
to evaluate forecasted impacts and refine and manage adaptation strategies over time. 

This project will support the work being performed under a Strategic Growth Council 
grant to revise and integrate the city’s General Plan and Coastal Land Use Plan focused 
on sustainability and a carbon neutral future, leading to a certified Local Coastal 
program. Development and prioritization of climate adaptation strategies for vulnerable 
infrastructure will also be incorporated into the City’s Capital Improvement Plan, Hazard 
Mitigation Plan, municipal code, and the Enhanced Watershed Management Program 
including potential for innovative solutions for reducing potential impacts on ocean 
water quality. The City of Hermosa Beach is also partnering on the Los Angeles Region 
LCP Sea Level Rise Adaptation Program.  

The City of Hermosa Beach has made a leadership commitment to a carbon neutral 
future and protection of the ecological, recreational and economic resources of the 
city, region and state as exemplified by its action and commitment of resources. The 
furtherance of these goals will be well-served by funding this important project and I 
urge your support.   

Sincerely,

Craig W. Cadwallader
Chairperson
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San Diego
~~~ ~ Foundation
~~ A foundation for your passion

BOARD of GOVERNORS AUgUSt 2, ZO13

crux Jessica Watson
Jennifer Adams-Brooks State Coastal Conservancy
(1,: cov~,~g ~»e„~or~~) 

1330 Broadway, 13`I' Floor
VICE CHAIR, CENTER FOR
CIVIC ENGAGEDiENT ~al~and~ CA 94612

Robert C. Dynes, Ph.D.

RE: Letter of Support for the Ciry of Imperial Beach's Sea Level Rise Grant Application
VICE CHAIR,
CHARITABLE GIVING &
EXTERNAL RELATIONS

Garry Ridge Dear Ms. Watson:

VICE-CHAIR, FINANCE

John D. Wylie The San Diego Foundation ("The Foundation") enthusiastically supports the Ciry of Imperial

Beacl3's application under the Coastal Conservancy's Climate Ready program as well as the Local
VICE-CHAIR, SECRETARY Coastnl Program Sea Level Rise Adaptation G~•ant Program to complete an "Imperial Beach Sea
sceven Smith

Level Rise Adaptation Strategy". As a partner to the City of Imperial Beach and other local

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR governments and public agencies addressing climate change in the San Diego region, The

Jerry Hoffine;ste,~ Foundation is keenly interested in seeing projects like this implemented to complement the

more than $1.8 million we have invested to date in deepening community awareness about,
Yamila 1bt. Ayad and spurring regional action to prepare for, the local impacts of climate change.
Darcy C. Bingham

James Cahill Since establishing the Climate Initiative in 2006, The Foundation has partnered on a number
John Cambon, Ph.D, of climate planning technical assistance projects v~~ith local governments. Specifically, we have
Co~zsr~ce Zvi. Carroll, Ph.D. helped advance completion of greenhouse gas emissions inventories for all cities in our region
Ted Chan, M.D. and have underwritten development of the Sea Level Rise Adaptation Strategy for San Diego
Kay Chandler Bay, both projects the City of Imperial Beach enthusiastically participated in. We have done so
Richard A. Collato in the hopes that municipalities will leverage these resources and continue to deepen their
Roger Co~~nell, M.D. ability to reduce community vuhierabilities to the local impacts of climate change in our region.
Sandra Daley, M.D.

Jim Farley The City of Imperial Beach's proposed project would do just that, uy identifying locally-feasible
Witlian~ R Leppert strategies for die city to adapt to sea level rise impacts as well as will inform plans, policies and
Benjamin Haddad programs of the City such as the Local Coastal Plan. If awarded this grant, we commit to
Kevin Harris ~continuing to serve as a partner to the City in any way use can to help inform the project s
Jennifer Lesar planning, design, and implementation. We ~~ill also commit to helping raise the visibility and
Connie L. Matsui share lessons learned of this project an~ong other localities in the region through our
Hollyce J. Phillips convening of the quarterly Climate Collaborative Netvvoriz.
Derek J. Quackenbush

Barbara A. Sawrey, Ph.D.
please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about our support for the Ciry of

Nancy Spector
Imperial Beach's application. Thank you for your time and consideration of this worthy project.

Horacio Valeiras

Sincerely,

PRESIDENT ~' CEO ,,.

Bob Kelly Emily Young

Vice President, Environment

Main: 2508 Historic Decatur Rd., Ste. 200, San Diego, CA 92106 ~ T (619) 235-2300 ~ F (619) 239-1710

North County Offices in Rancho Bernardo and Carlsbad ~ www.sdfoundation.org

sraiv~Dniius- Confirmed in Compliance with National Standards for U.S. Community Foundations.
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Los Angeles Regional Collaborative  
for Climate Action and Sustainability  

c/o UCLA Institute of the Environment and Sustainability
La Kretz Hall, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA 90095

www.larc.environment.ucla.edu
larc@ioes.ucla.edu
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DIRECTORS 

ROB KATHERMAN,  PRESIDENT 
WILLARD H. MURRAY, JR., Vice President 
ALBERT ROBLES, SECRETARY 
SERGIO CALDERON, TREASURER 

ROBB WHITAKER, P.E., GENERAL MANAGER

4040 Paramount Boulevard, Lakewood, California 90712      Phone (562)921-5521   Fax (562)921-6101      www.wrd.org 

28 August 2013 
Nancy L.C. Steele, D. Env. 
Executive Director 
Council for Watershed Health
700 N. Alameda Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

RE: Letter of Support for Los Angeles’ “Stormwater as Adaptation” Feasibility Study. 

Dear Dr. Steele, 

The Water Replenishment District of Southern California (District) would like to indicate our 
support of the Council for Watershed Health’s Los Angeles’ “Stormwater as Adaptation” 
Feasibility Study proposal for the Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready grant. 

The District understands that the Council under this grant will be studying the feasibility of 
stormwater capture and recharge as a climate change adaptation measure in the Greater Los 
Angeles Region.   The proposed Study is closely aligned with the goals of District’s Water 
Independence Now (WIN) initiative, a cornerstone of the District’s planning to seek complete 
elimination of our dependence on imported water for groundwater recharge. The proposed Study 
complements the District’s Stormwater Recharge Feasibility (SWRF) Study completed last year 
with assistance of the Council and other partners.  The SWRF Study identified regional and 
parcel-based locations and pilot project concepts and their respective costs and benefits within 
the District’s service area to achieve maximum stormwater capture and recharge for water supply 
and water quality benefit.

Please accept this letter as a formal recognition of the value of the proposed Study in furthering 
statewide goal of attaining local sustainable water supply through innovative stormwater capture 
and recharge.

Yours truly, 

Robb Whitaker, PE 
General Manager 
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August 24, 2013 
 
 
Nancy L.C. Steele, D. Env. 
Executive Director 
Council for Watershed Health  
700 N. Alameda Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
 
Dear Nancy, 

 
 The Urban Waters Federal Partnership, through the Urban Waters Program, is 

focused on the management of urban water resources throughout the Los Angeles 
Watershed. The Council for Watershed Health’s “Stormwater Recharge as Adaptation: A 
Los Angeles Feasibility Study,” aligns with the Partnership’s interest in storm water 
recharge and how these types of projects further the mission of the Partnership to 
revitalize the Los Angeles River, adjacent waterways, and the watershed that encompasses 
natural and urban assets throughout the County of Los Angeles. 

 
The national Urban Waters Program was started by the USEPA in 2010, and is now 

joined by 13 federal agencies to promote the connection of communities to their urban 
waterways through restoration and revitalization.  Seven national pilot areas were 
designated in 2011, and the Los Angeles River was the only site chosen in the Pacific 
Region.  The local partnership includes over 30 federal, state, and local agencies that 
coordinate and facilitate work related to the Los Angeles River and Watershed.  In 
addition to the City of Los Angeles, the LA River Urban Waters Partnership includes the 
other largest jurisdictions in the Region - the County of Los Angeles and the Cities of 
Glendale and Long Beach.  The purpose of this Partnership is to focus support – 
particularly from the participating federal agencies - for LA River priority activities.  Our 
Urban Waters Los Angeles River Workplan identifies these priorities and tracks outcomes 
from the targeted federal engagement. 
 

With respect to elements of the River restoration and revitalization that relate to 
storm water management, the Los Angeles River Urban Waters Partnership has 
prioritized projects related to evaluating the effects of climate change to the current flood 

Exhibit 3: Project Letters



 

 

protection infrastructure, as well as to the supply of water that serves the Los Angeles 
Metropolitan area.  Our partners that are closely involved with these activities include the 
US Bureau of Reclamation, the US Army Corp of Engineers, and the County of Los 
Angeles Public Works; related projects include Reclamation’s Los Angeles Basin Storm 
Water Conservation Study, as well as key components of major USACE feasibility studies.  
In addition, the Indicators for Watershed Health project that we have partnered with the 
Council for Watershed Health on, is gathering vital data on storm water management 
that will help build a cohesive message for a watershed approach to urban waterway 
revitalization. 

 
 We hope to continue to coordinate on local projects related to stormwater 
management in ways that continue to align with the Partnership’s mission.  Thank you 
again for the work the Council is doing on this important area of waterway revitalization 
and look forward to expanding our current Workplan with other storm water projects in 
the coming year as we expand our list of targeted projects.  Please feel free to contact me 
if you have further questions about the Urban Waters Partnership, or the work we are 
doing regarding community planning and engagement. 
 
 
         

Sincerely, 
 

                        
 

Pauline K. Louie 
Watershed Ambassador 
Urban Waters Partnership   
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 PO Box 1366 •  Sebastopol, CA  95473 www.calclimateag.org  •  (707) 823-8278  •  renata@calclimateag.org  

August 20, 2013 
 
Karyn Gear 
State Coastal Conservancy  
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor  
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Ms. Gear, 
 
On behalf of the California Climate and Agriculture Network (CalCAN), I am pleased to submit this letter of support 
for the proposed project of the Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District (RCD) to bolster water security and climate 
resiliency on farms in Western Sonoma County. I understand that the Gold Ridge RCD is requesting funds from the 
State Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready program to produce engineered plans for rainwater collection and 
storage infrastructure on a diverse selection of farms in water scarce watersheds.  
 
Scientific models predict that one of the most significant climate impacts that Sonoma County growers (and growers 
throughout California) can expect is diminishing water supply. It is critical that growers increase their water security by 
installing cost-effective, efficient methods for capturing and conserving water on their farms to reduce reliance on 
groundwater and/or streams.  Such methods also have co-benefits such as groundwater recharge and wildlife 
habitat enhancement. 
 
Implementation of the proposed project will be significant regionally in demonstrating tangible solutions to 
anticipated water supply variability resulting from a changing climate. Furthermore, this project will demonstrate that 
efforts to mitigate the effects of climate change on agriculture and wildlife need not be mutually exclusive. 
Furthermore, proven methods demonstrated in Sonoma County will be transferrable to other regions of California, 
thereby amplifying the effect of the project. 
 
Gold Ridge RCD has a strong history of working with agricultural producers in their District to implement a wide range 
of projects that benefit both agricultural viability and natural resources sustainability, and they are seen as a trusted 
partner by landowners. 
 
CalCAN is a coalition of sustainable agriculture organizations that advances policy initiatives at the nexus of 
agriculture and climate change. We recognize that agriculture is vulnerable to the predicted impacts of climate 
change and also know there is science-based evidence for contributions that organic and sustainable agriculture can 
make to both mitigate climate change and build resilience to it. We collaborate frequently with both district-level 
RCD offices and the California Association of RCDs, recognizing that they are uniquely positioned to provide 
resources to growers for responding constructively to the climate crisis. 
 
We encourage your support of this project, and hope to have the future opportunity to communicate its successes to 
policymakers and farmers around the state.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Renata Brillinger, Executive Director 
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NORTH COAST CHAPTER 
 

 

Karyn Gear 
State Coastal Conservancy  
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor  
Oakland, CA 94612 

August 27, 2013 

Dear Karyn, 

Community Alliance with Family Farmers North Coast chapter is pleased to support the 
proposed project of the Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District (RCD) to bolster water 
security and climate resiliency on farms in Western Sonoma County. I understand that the Gold 
Ridge RCD is requesting funds from the State Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready program, to 
produce engineered plans for rainwater collection and storage infrastructure on a diverse 
selection of farms in water scarce watersheds. The project's goal is to demonstrate assorted, 
practical and cost effective methods to enhance the resiliency of agricultural operations by 
capturing and sequestering rainwater for multiple benefit use.  
 
Our CAFF chapter has a Climate and Ag committee and we hosted 3 workshops for farmers on 
adaptation to climate change in recent years. Water issues are paramount for both agriculture 
the environment, and projects such as this are completely in line with our goals. We have 
worked cooperatively with Gold Ridge RCD in the past and know that it has a strong history of 
working with agricultural producers in their District to implement projects that co-benefit 
agricultural operations and natural resources.  
 
Implementation of the proposed project will be significant regionally in demonstrating tangible 
solutions to anticipated water supply variability resulting from a changing climate. Furthermore, 
this project will demonstrate that efforts to mitigate the effects of climate change on 
agriculture and wildlife need not be mutually exclusive.  
 
We fully support this endeavor that will aid the farming community and wildlife within Sonoma 
County, and will support water conservation and climate change resiliency adaptation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Wendy Krupnick 
Vice president, CAFF North Coast 
PO Box 4346, Santa Rosa 95402 
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August 26, 2013 
 
Moira McEnespy 
Deputy Manager, South Coast Program 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Floor 13  
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
 
RE:  Climate Ready Grant Proposal 
 
 
Dear Ms. McEnespy, 
 
I am pleased to write this letter indicating my strong support for the Valuing Living Streets 
Project.  This project will help propel the City of Los Angeles forward in improving the state 
and nature of L.A.’s streets by putting people ahead of cars.    
 
My office and the Green LA Coalition partnered on two pilot projects to improve two major 
boulevards in my district.  Taking the lead of community residents and business owners we 
created two street porches that repurpose unused space in the public right of way into 
community gathering spaces.  These are examples of how our streets can put people first 
and bring multiple benefits. 
 
I support the project goal which is to ensure that when any major reconstruction and repair 
of Los Angeles’ streets is done, when feasible, streets are improved meet multiple 
objectives— such as flood control, reducing GHG emissions, carbon sequestration, and 
stormwater capture. 
 
Should you have any questions, please contact Tanner Blackman of my staff at 
213.473.7014 or tanner.blackman@lacity.org. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

José Huizar  
Councilmember, 14th District  
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August 27, 2013 

Moira McEnespy 
Deputy Manager, South Coast Program 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Floor 13  
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
RE:  Climate Ready Grant Proposal 
 
Dear Ms. McEnespy, 

Climate Resolve (CR) is pleased to partner with Green LA Coalition on Living Streets. CR is the region’s 
premiere climate change organization and a founding member of the Los Angeles Regional Collaborative for 
Climate Action and Sustainability (LARC) and the Alliance of Regional Collaboratives for Climate Adaptation 
(ARCCA). 

CR is currently developing cool street and cool roof initiatives in Los Angeles and has worked closely with 
the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, City of Los Angeles, County of Los Angeles and DOE’s 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. CR’s work in identifying and testing a reflective surface to replace 
traditional asphalt on streets will inform the Living Streets project. CR will have a lead role in producing the 
Living Streets climate change adaptation strategy and policy documents and will bring its expertise and 
access to policy makers, scientists, academics and environmental professionals to the project.  

Lastly, CR operates the official regional climate science website – C-CHANGE.LA – which will impart 
information about the Living Streets initiatives. Moreover, via LARC and ARCCA, lessons from LA’s cool 
streets initiative will be disseminated to other cities and agencies. CR also has access to the Urban 
Sustainability Directors Network and Green Cities California to disseminate findings to other cities. 

The principle CR staffers will be Jonathan Parfrey and David Fink. Jonathan is executive director of Climate 
Resolve. From 2008-2013, Parfrey served as a commissioner at the Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power. He currently serves on the boards of CicLAvia, MoveLA, LARC and ARCCA. David Fink is CR’s Director 
of Campaigns. He worked as an organizer for Consumer Watchdog and Global Green USA. David has  also 
worked as communications and legislative deputy to a Los Angeles councilmember.  

If you have any additional questions, I’d be happy to address them. I can be reached at (310) 261-0832. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jonathan Parfrey 
Executive Director 
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August 28, 2013 
 
Moira McEnespy 
Deputy Manager, South Coast Program 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Floor 13  
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
RE:  Climate Ready Grant Proposal 
 
Dear Ms. McEnespy: 
 
Heal the Bay has worked on urban runoff issues in the Los Angeles Region and California for 
over two decades.  In relation to this, we have focused efforts on supporting policies and 
regulations that promote green infrastructure, which are a core component to the Living Streets 
concept.  Not only does green infrastructure improve water quality but it also can provide other 
benefits such as augmenting local water supply and supporting climate change adaptation.  In 
order to demonstrate the value of Living Streets, it is important to have a more complete picture 
of the all of the associated costs and benefits.   
 
Through Green LA’s Living Streets Project Heal the Bay will build upon our existing knowledge 
and utilize our relationships with municipal and non-profit colleagues to better understand and 
articulate all of the costs and benefits of Living Streets.  Heal the Bay will spearhead the tasks 
associated with researching and analyzing data that are relevant to the cost and benefits of Living 
Streets.  In order to finalize these tasks, we will likely partner with other NGOs to utilize their 
expertise.  We will document all findings in a final report.  
 
Kirsten James, Heal the Bay’s Science and Policy Director for Water Quality, will serve as Heal 
the Bay’s grant manager for this project, with support from her staff of scientists and policy 
experts.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Alix Hobbs 
Acting Executive Director 
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December 17, 2013 
 
David Hayes 
Project Manager 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th

Oakland, CA 94612 
 Floor 

 
Dear Mr. Hayes: 
 
I am writing to express support of behalf of the University of Southern California Sea 
Grant Program for the County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and Harbors’ 
(DBH’s) proposal “Los Angeles County Public Beach Sea Level Rise Vulnerability 
Assessment” submitted to the Climate Ready Grant Program. The goal of this project 
is to review and assess the vulnerability of the Los Angeles County public beach 
facilities to sea level rise and to formulate an adaptive management plan that is 
technically feasible, environmentally sensitive, economically sustainable, and 
politically realistic.    
 
DBH operates and maintains 17 public beach facilities between Malibu and San 
Pedro, which provide a significant regional resource for coastal recreation and 
contribute to overall public welfare. Over 50 million people visit these facilities 
annually, including local and state residents and tourists worldwide. Sea level rise 
poses a serious threat to these beaches that will likely result in significant impacts to 
the region’s recreation, economy, and coastal environment.  
 
USC Sea Grant worked with scientists, city leaders and stakeholders to develop the 
Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Study for the City of Los Angeles, which will be officially 
released January 7, 2014.  In that study, the region’s beaches are identified as some 
of the most important regional resources that can help to mitigate the effects of sea 
level rise coupled with storm surge, wave run-up and high tides on vulnerable 
geographies in the City of L.A.   
 
As part of a regional initiative, the City of Santa Monica, supported by the Los 
Angeles Regional Collaborative (LARC), Sea Grant, and other coastal jurisdictions 
successfully sought funding to develop sophisticated local-level shoreline models to 
inform policy makers, planners and authorities at city and county levels about the 
potential risks from sea level rise as well as the possible sets of solutions.  Beach 
maintenance is one of the most important components of forward-thinking planning in 
this region.  We hope that the results of this study will complement that work.  There 
is a wide range of information about the region’s beaches that is necessary to 
develop a full scoping of current conditions and future trends; both the short term and 
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long term perspectives will be necessary as we study the geomorphology of our 
changing coast and shores. 
 
We look forward to working with L.A. County Beaches and Harbors on the suite of 
research and adaptation planning activities that will take place in this region over the 
next several years. The proposed study appears to provide a realistic approach to 
addressing sea level rise impacts given competing economic and political priorities, 
and will be valuable in the context of ongoing and future work. We look forward to the 
results of this study and working with DBH on this sea level rise adaptation planning 
process for the Los Angeles County coastal region.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like further 
information. I can be reached at 213 740 1963 or grifman@usc.edu.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Phyllis Grifman 
Associate Director 
 
 

Exhibit 3: Project Letters



 
 
 
 

 
 

Online at www.asbpa.org 
 
 

Executive Office: 
5460 Beaujolais Lane 

Fort Myers, FL 33919-2704 
Phone: (239) 489-2616 

Fax: (239) 362-9771 
Email: exdir@asbpa.org 

 
 
 

President’s Office: 
1100 Caswell Beach Road 

Caswell Beach, NC 28465-8437 
Phone: (910) 200-7867 

Fax: (800) 967-0816 
Email: president@asbpa.org 

 
 
 

Washington Office: 
c/o Marlowe & Company 
1667 K Street, Suite 480 

Washington, DC 20006-1649 
Phone: (202) 775-1796 

Fax: (202) 775-0214 
Email: beaches@asbpa.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 11, 2013 
 
David Hayes 
Project Manager 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Mr. Hayes: 
 
I am writing to express strong support for the County of Los Angeles 
Department of Beaches and Harbors’ (DBH’s) proposal “Los Angeles 
County Public Beach Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment” 
submitted to the Climate Ready Grant Program. The goal of this project 
is to review and assess the vulnerability of the Los Angeles County 
public beach facilities to sea level rise and to formulate an adaptive 
management plan that is technically feasible, environmentally sensitive, 
economically sustainable, and politically realistic.    
 
DBH operates and maintains 17 public beach facilities between Malibu 
and San Pedro, which provide a significant regional resource for coastal 
recreation and contribute to overall public welfare. Over 50 million 
people visit these facilities annually, including local and state residents 
and tourists worldwide. Sea level rise poses a serious threat to these 
beaches that will likely result in significant impacts to the region’s 
recreation, economy, and coastal environment.  
 
This proposed project is particularly salient for ASBPA, because it 
follows ASBPA recommendations to invest in research and allow 
science, not politics, to drive future coastal management decisions 
regarding resilient communities and sea level rise..  
 
The sea level rise research and planning efforts outlined in this proposal 
are vital to local and regional coastal planning. The proposed sea level 
rise study and resulting plan will provide a realistic approach to 
addressing sea level rise impacts given competing economic and 
political priorities, and could potentially serve as a model both locally 
and statewide. We look forward to the results of this study and working 
with DBH on this sea level rise adaptation planning process for Los 
Angeles County public beaches.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would 
like further information. I can be reached at 239-489-2616 or 
exdir@asbpa.org.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Executive Director 
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   Los Angeles Regional Collaborative  
 for Climate Action and Sustainability 
 c/o UCLA Institute of the Environment and Sustainability 
 La Kretz Hall, Suite 300 
 Los Angeles, CA 90095-1496 

  www.laregionalcollaborative.org 
  info@laregionalcollaborative.org 

 
 
December 11, 2013 
 
David Hayes 
Project Manager 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Mr. Hayes: 
 
I am writing to express strong support for the County of Los Angeles Department of Beaches and 
Harbors’ (DBH’s) proposal “Los Angeles County Public Beach Sea Level Rise Vulnerability 
Assessment” submitted to the Climate Ready Grant Program. The goal of this project is to review and 
assess the vulnerability of the Los Angeles County public beach facilities to sea level rise and to 
formulate an adaptive management plan that is technically feasible, environmentally sensitive, 
economically sustainable, and politically realistic.    
 
DBH operates and maintains 17 public beach facilities between Malibu and San Pedro, which provide a 
significant regional resource for coastal recreation and contribute to overall public welfare. Sea level rise 
poses a serious threat to these beaches that will likely result in significant impacts to the region’s 
recreation, economy, and coastal environment.  
 
The Los Angeles Regional Collaborative for Climate Action and Sustainability (LARC) is dedicated to 
fostering greater coordination at the local level by bringing together leadership from governmental 
organizations, academia, business, and non-governmental organizations, with the goal of enhancing 
collaboration on climate mitigation and adaptation in the Los Angeles region.  We are currently 
undertaking a regional planning effort to provide climate action guidance to local decision-makers.  With 
a vast array of partners - including coastal cities, agencies, and NGO’s - we are also embarking upon a 
localized coastal modeling effort to begin planning for coastal impacts resulting from climate change.   
 
The sea level rise research and planning efforts outlined in this proposal are vital to this local and regional 
coastal planning. The proposed sea level rise study and resulting plan will provide a realistic approach to 
addressing sea level rise impacts given competing economic and political priorities, and could potentially 
serve as a model both locally and statewide. We look forward to the results of this study and working 
with DBH on this sea level rise adaptation planning process for Los Angeles County public beaches, as 
we embark upon our region-wide climate adaptation efforts.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at kkline@ioes.ucla.edu if you would like further information.  
 
Very Truly Yours, 
 
 
Krista Kline 
Managing Director, The Los Angeles Regional Collaborative for Climate Action & Sustainability 
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January	7,	2013	
	
Douglas	Bosco,	Chairman	
California	State	Coastal	Conservancy	
1330	Broadway,	13th	Floor	
Oakland,	CA	94612	
Attn.	Nadine	Peterson	
	
Dear	Mr.	Bosco:	
	
I	am	writing	on	behalf	of	Environmental	Defense	Fund	(EDF)	in	strong	support	of	the	Marin	
Resource	Conservation	District’s	application	for	grant	funding	as	part	of	the	State	Coastal	
Conservancy’s	Climate	Ready	grant	program	to	support	their	Sequestering	Carbon	in	California	
Soils	Project.		

The	Sequestering	Carbon	in	California	Soils	Project	involves	working	with	ranchers	to	apply	
aerobically	composted	organic	waste	to	rangelands.		This	practice	will	sequester	carbon,	increase	
rangeland	resiliency	by	improving	soil	quality	and	water	retention,	and	reduce	greenhouse	gas	
emissions	by	diverting	waste	from	landfills	and	manure	lagoons.		The	project	will	toward	the	
adoption	of	a	protocol	for	this	practice	for	use	with	California’s	cap‐and‐trade	program.		Such	
adoption	will	lay	the	groundwork	for	its	widespread	application	across	the	state	of	California.		If	
compost	is	applied	to	just	a	quarter	of	all	California	rangelands	once,	you	could	generate	23	million	
metric	tons	of	reductions	per	year	for	as	long	as	30	years.		To	put	this	number	in	perspective,	the	
California	residents	generate	approximately	30	million	metric	tons	of	greenhouse	gas	emissions	
from	the	use	of	fuel	to	heat	their	homes.	

A	Climate	Ready	grant	from	the	State	Coastal	Conservancy	would	enable	the	Marin	Resource	
Conservation	District	to	take	this	project	to	the	demonstration	stage	on	three	ranches.		EDF	has	
been	working	in	close	collaboration	with	the	Marin	Resource	Conservation	District	on	development	
of	an	offset	protocol.	The	MRCD	is	uniquely	positioned	to	implement	this	important	project	that	will	
be	a	model	for	all	rangelands	throughout	California.		Thank	you	for	your	consideration.	
	
Sincerely,	
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 Robert T. Parkhurst  
Director,	Agriculture	Greenhouse	Gas	Markets	
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January 6, 2013  

 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA  94612 

 

Dear Chair Bosco:  

 

This letter is to express my support for The Nature Conservancy’s request for a $150,000 grant 

from the State Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready grant program to support its Economic 

Impacts of Climate Adaptation Strategies project. 

The Nature Conservancy has a long history of creating and implementing projects that preserve 

and protect the environment.  The Coastal Conservancy grant funds requested would be used to 

evaluate how sea level rise response strategies may physically alter the shoreline through the use 

of a cost-benefit analysis.   

As communities in California begin to face the long-term impacts of global climate change, they 

will use research and data to inform their decisions.  A Climate Ready grant from the California 

State Coastal Conservancy will allow The Nature Conservancy, and its partners, to produce a 

stakeholder-driven economic analysis of sea level rise response alternatives that can be utilized 

in the years ahead. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

M 
 

WILLIAM W. MONNING 

Senator, 17
th

 District  

 

WWM:gr 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SENATE CAPITOL OFFICE 
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 4066 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 
PHONE: (916) 651-4017 

 
MONTEREY DISTRICT OFFICE 
99 PACIFIC AVE., SUITE 575-F 

MONTEREY, CA 93940 
PHONE: (831) 657-6315 

 
SAN LUIS OBISPO DISTRICT OFFICE 

1026 PALM STREET, SUITE-201 
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93401 

PHONE: (805) 549-3784 
 

GILROY DISTRICT OFFICE 
7800 ARROYO CIRCLE, SUITE-A 

GILROY, CA 95020 
PHONE: (408) 847-6101 

 
SANTA CRUZ DISTRICT OFFICE 

701 OCEAN STREET, SUITE 318-A 
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060 
PHONE: (831) 425-0401 

 
WEB: http://sd17.senate.ca.gov/  

 

COMMITTEES 
CHAIR: BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE 3  
   ON HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES  
BUDGET & FISCAL REVIEW  
EDUCATION  
HEALTH  
JUDICIARY  
NATURAL RESOURCES & WATER  
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August 26, 2013 

Chair of the Conservancy 
Douglas Bosco 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway,13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 

Dear Mr. Bosco, 

The Nature Conservancy would like to offer our support for the work proposed in Bryan Endress’s 
California Coastal Conservancy Climate Ready Application entitled “Coastal sage scrub restoration to 
adapt to climate-induced increases in fire frequency.” 

The Conservancy has worked with the Institute for Conservation Research (Institute) on several 
endeavors aimed at protecting rare species that are at risk due to increased fire frequency in southern 
California. We believe that the proposal to reduce fire frequency at the Lake Hodges site provides an 
innovative approach to protect coastal sage scrub and associated rare species in the face of climate 
change and associated increased fire frequency. As an ecologist, I personally am very interested in the 
project and am excited to work with the Applied Plant Ecology Division of the Institute for Conservation 
Research on this very important project. 

This particular project aligns with work that the Conservancy is doing in southern California by 
implementing strategies o address anticipated impacts of climate change through proactive 
management actions. The Conservancy’s California Climate Stress Index provides the finest level of 
detail available regarding the state’s projected temperature and precipitation changes over the next 100 
years. These climate change models for southern California predict hotter drier climate, which translates 
to increased fire frequency, which results in conversion of coastal sage scrub to exotic grasses. Increased 
exotic grasses already exist at the study site as the result of an increased fire frequency. Implementation 
of the proposal will reduce exotic plant cover, thereby reducing the risk of fire by reducing flashy grass 
fuels which are often responsible for carrying fires. 

This project aligns with the Conservancy’s work on climate change in California, as we are  designing 
conservation plans  to protect nature and people in a future altered by climate change.  This project 
work will contribute to our body of knowledge on ways to address these threats that can be used 
elsewhere in southern California. 

tel     [619] 209-5830  

fax    [619] 702-7621 

nature.org  

San Diego Field Office 

402 W. Broadway, Suite 1350 
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Currently we are working with the Institute to implement a nursery stand for a rare conifer that is 
affected by climate change and increased fire frequency. The Institute is working with the Conservancy 
to establish a Tecate Cypress Nursery Stand in San Diego County. The nursery stand will serve as a back 
up seed source for the Otay Mountain population of Tecate cypress, one of only four populations of this 
cypress in North America. The Institute has been cost effective and efficient in their implementation of 
this project which has been very successful.  

We look forward to working with the Institute for Conservation Research on this project and believe that 
it will result in the enhancement and protection of a very important fire refugia in the watershed, and 
will provide a model for proactively addressing climate change in the coastal sage scrub ecosystem that 
will inform similar efforts in southern California.  

  

Sincerely, 

 

Trish Smith 
Senior Project Ecologist 
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August 28, 2013

Nadine Peterson
Deputy Executive Officer
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Support for San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority's SAFER Bay project

Dear Ms. Peterson:

I am writing to express my strong support for the San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers 
Authority's SAFER Bay project grant application as an important step in our effort to ensure 
flood protecion in the Ravenswood complex and continue to implement phases of the restoration.

The South San Francisco Bay Salt Pond Restoration (SBSPR) project is the largest wetland 
restoration project on the west coast of the United States.  We are working to restore 15,100 acres 
of former industrial salt ponds to tidal salt marsh and a mosaic of other habitats for the benefit of 
wildlife, flood protection, and public access.  Performing large-scale tidal wetland restoration in 
the middle of a highly-modified urban estuary has many challenges.   However, the restoration of 
significant areas of tidal wetlands in San Francisco Bay not only has ecological benefits, but also 
provides flood protection value for local residents, infrastructure and Silicon Valley businesses as 
we face rising sea levels.  One of the many challenges facing our project is the fact that many of 
these ponds cannot be restored until complementary flood protection levees are built.  

The San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority is working to build upon an existing project 
that protects East Palo Alto and Menlo Park by proposing to design a new, certifiable levee 
between Highway 84 and R2 in order to protect the Highway and allow R1 and R2 to be opened 
to tidal action.  They plan to design this new levee to incorporate an upland transition zone for 
sea level rise resiliency and habitat benefits.  The proposed activities would be to evaluate, 
design and conduct a project-level CEQA documentation of this levee, which has alreday been 
evaluated at a programmatic level in our 2009 FEIS/R.
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Therefore, I support the San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority's SAFER Bay project 
team’s grant proposal.  Thank you for your consideration of of their proposal, and please feel free 
to contact me if you have further questions at jbourgeois@scc.ca.gov or 408.314.8859.  
 

Sincerely,

John Bourgeois
Executive Project Manager
South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project
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December 16, 2013 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th

 Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Attn. Nadine Peterson 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 

I am writing in strong support of the County of Santa Barbara’s application for grant funding as part of 

the State Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready grant program to support their proposal titled “Santa 

Barbara County Sea Level Rise (SLR) Modeling and Vulnerability Assessment.”  

 

Given the high concentrations of people and development along coastal Santa Barbara County, increased 

coastal storm intensity and frequency, sea level rise, flooding, and other related climate change impacts 

can have far-reaching social, economic and ecosystem consequences to the community. Impacts from 

coastal hazards can lead to the degradation of natural habitats, specifically dune systems and wetlands. 

By removing the benefits that healthy ecosystems provide, people and property may be further exposed 

to the effects of erosion, flooding and inundation. Damage to recreational facilities, critical 

infrastructure, and development including homes, businesses, transportation facilities, electric utility 

systems and harbors can have significant associated economic effects, including costs associated with 

rebuilding and the loss of industry and tourism. 

 

The Santa Barbara County SLR Modeling and Vulnerability Assessment proposal will model and map 

multiple coastal hazards resulting from a variety of climate scenarios including SLR, storm events and 

changes to coastal flooding for the entire coastline of Santa Barbara County. Specifically, the modeling 

of physical processes to identify planning level changes in future County coastal erosion, County coastal 

flooding, and fluvial flooding extents looking at two creeks that flow into the Carpinteria Creek and 

Goleta Slough. Additional objectives of the proposal that are beneficial include: 

 

1. Development of a spatially explicit database of vulnerable social, economic, 

infrastructure, coastal defenses and ecological coastal resources critical to incorporated 

and unincorporated Santa Barbara County;  

2. An analysis of social, economic, and ecological conditions and their relative vulnerability 

to coastal hazards;  

3. Development of a coastal hazard planning policies, ordinances, and planning tools 

database; and  
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4. Development of new and enhance existing coastal development and adaptation policies 

using improved information on coastal hazards and vulnerabilities that also integrates 

social, ecological and economic considerations. 

 

Future useful objectives, requiring additional funding sources, would include: 

 

1. Development of a mapping tool to address socio-economic and ecological vulnerability 

to coastal hazards and the role of ecosystems in protecting coastal; and 

2. Development of an interactive decision support system that can then evaluate various 

management scenarios and cost implications given their specific context and identify 

where natural solutions and smart development can be used as alternatives to more 

traditional hard engineering options to risk reduction (Green vs. Gray infrastructure 

approaches). 

 
A Climate Ready grant from the State Coastal Conservancy would enable Santa Barbara County to 

protect important coastal resources and habitats from current and future impacts of sea level rise and 

other climate change impacts. The results of the SLR Modeling and Vulnerability Assessment will be 

invaluable towards future planning efforts and will improve capacity to adapt to climate change. I 

encourage you to fund this important project.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

W 
DAS WILLIAMS 

Assemblymember, 37
th

 District 
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January 6, 2014 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Attn. Nadine Peterson 

 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 

I am writing in strong support of Sempervirens Fund’s application for grant funding as part of the 

State Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready grant program to support their Santa Cruz Mountains 

Carbon Bank. 

 

Sempervirens Fund has identified a critical need for the development of carbon offsets in California.  

For the forest and agriculture sectors to participate in California’s cap-and-trade program, the 

aggregation of activities from multiple landowners is critical.  In addition, California forests can play 

a key role in helping California reach its 2020 reduction goals.  

 

The Santa Cruz Mountains Carbon Bank project will determine the feasibility and design of a forest 

carbon sequestration bank in the Santa Cruz Mountains which will allow for the aggregation of small 

forest landowners into carbon offset projects.  Creating offset projects on these lands will provide the 

additional benefit of protecting these forests from future development. 

 

I have personally worked with the Sempervirens Fund on the development of offsets from coastal 

redwood forests and they have a unique combination of knowledge in forest management and 

carbon accounting.  A Climate Ready grant from the State Coastal Conservancy would enable 

Sempervirens Fund to utilize its carbon accounting expertise to expand the protection of the coastal 

Santa Cruz Mountains and bolster their resiliency against the future impacts of climate change. I 

strongly encourage you to fund this important project.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Robert T. Parkhurst 

Director, Agriculture Greenhouse Gas Markets 
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January 6, 2014 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Attn. Nadine Peterson 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 

I am writing in strong support of Sempervirens Fund’s application for grant funding as part of the State 

Coastal Conservancy’s Climate Ready grant program to support their Santa Cruz Mountains Carbon 

Bank. 

The Santa Cruz Mountains Carbon Bank project will determine the feasibility of a forest carbon 
sequestration bank in the Santa Cruz Mountains through aggregation of small forest landowners.  This 
concept will protect forests from future development, create climate benefits, and provide economic 
opportunities to small forest landowners. 

Aggregation guidance has been approved by the Climate Action Reserve since 2010.  The purpose of the 
development of the aggregation guidance is to reduce costs to smaller landowners while upholding the 
Reserve’s high standards.  The aggregation guidance was not developed in time to be reviewed by the 
Air Resources Board as part of a compliance mechanism.  It is very important that the guidance be 
tested in a voluntary setting to demonstrate the proof of concept in a voluntary setting so that others 
might benefit from the lessons learned.  

A Climate Ready grant from the State Coastal Conservancy would enable Sempervirens Fund to help 

stimulate conservation opportunities by developing financial mechanisms that support better 

management of forests.  I encourage you to fund this important project.  Thank you for your 

consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John F. Nickerson 

Director of Forestry 

Climate Action Reserve 
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Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 

Re: Support – SFO/San Mateo County Grant Application – Climate Ready Program 

Dear Chairman Bosco,  

I wish to convey the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce’s support for the joint application of the San 
Francisco Airport (SFO), San Mateo County and the City of San Bruno for a $200,000 Coastal 
Conservancy grant through the Conservancy’s Climate Ready Program.  This grant will assist these 
entities in planning and adapting to sea level rise.   

The Coastal Conservancy grant will supplement and make complete an existing, ongoing coastal analysis 
of sea level rise at SFO which is designed to help identify deficiencies in flood protection and plan for 
seawall construction.   Specifically, the Coastal Conservancy grant would be used to consider and plan 
for climate change related flooding concerns along San Bruno and Colma Creeks which flow through and 
around airport land. The Coastal Conservancy grant will provide the necessary study and data to make 
an overall analysis complete. 

SFO plays a vital economic role in the Bay Area and we are supportive of these efforts to mitigate any 
effects of sea level rise, flooding, or other natural disasters or occurrences which might have a 
detrimental effect on the continued operation of SFO. 

The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce encourages the California Coastal Conservancy to support this 
joint application. 

Sincerely, 
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August 15, 2013 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re: Support for SFO-San Mateo County grant application – Climate Ready Program 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco, 
 
I write today in support of the joint San Francisco International Airport (SFO)-San Mateo 
County-City of San Bruno application for a $200,000 Coastal Conservancy grant 
through the Climate Ready Program. With this grant, the Bay Area will move one step 
closer to defending our most critical infrastructure from the risks of sea level rise and 
extreme weather events.  
 
Importantly, the Coastal Conservancy grant will add to existing efforts at SFO to 
address sea level rise. For example, SFO is currently examining both its own and 
surrounding properties for flooding vulnerabilities along the San Francisco Bay and both 
the San Bruno and Colma creeks. The Coastal Conservancy grant will provide the 
needed resources to back this work up with the hard data necessary to complete this 
critical work.  
 
Past analysis has shown that SFO contributes over 63,000 jobs to Bay Area residents, 
and enables nearly $14 billion in annual business revenue for the Bay Area economy, 
and generates $1.2 billion in combined state and local tax revenue. Faced with rising 
tides and increasingly powerful precipitation events, defending SFO is critical.  
 
The Bay Area Council encourages the California Coastal Conservancy to support the 
joint application.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jim Wunderman 
Chief Executive Officer 
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August 28, 2013 
 
Chairman Doug Bosco 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 

 

Dear Chairman Bosco, 

The RCPA’s Mission, Goals, and Objectives direct the Authority to develop, on behalf of its members, a 
climate adaptation strategy that protects human and natural resources. Specifically, the RCPA has an 
objective to “support efforts to mainstream adaptation planning by developing mechanisms to include 
adaptive management information review and multi-benefit climate adaptation strategies in county, city, 
and special district planning updates.” Unfortunately, we currently lack tools and understanding needed 
to identify adaptation priorities or develop strategic responses to climate impacts. 

The Regional Climate Protection Authority (RCPA), in partnership with the North Bay Climate 
Adaptation Initiative (NBCAI), is submitting a proposal to the California Coastal Conservancy for a 
Climate Ready grant to develop a specific, regionally-appropriate vulnerability assessment that is 
directed by the decision makers responsible for implementing climate adaptation strategies. The 
RCPA/NBCAI project will enable local government agencies and non-profits charged with the 
stewardship of community, land, and water resources to implement informed and effective climate 
adaptation strategies by: 

1. Building from the adaptation framework developed for Climate Action 2020 and leveraging the 
capacity and partnerships already in place in Sonoma County 

2. Convening a series of dialogues with two critical User Groups: 

 Local governments of Sonoma County  

 North bay natural resource and conservation community 

3. Developing a data-rich vulnerability assessment that fills critical gaps in understanding of inland 
climate impacts and specific threats to our water supply, land use suitability, ecosystems, and 
quality of life. 

4. Deploying the results of the vulnerability assessment by: 

 Developing geographically specific reports framed to inform implementation responses, 

 Posting regional results on the Climate Commons, and 

 Training User Group members on how to access and interpret the analysis for sub-
regional efforts 

5. Supporting the integration of results into adaptation responses through Climate Smart 
Implementation. 

Exhibit 3: Project Letters



The vulnerability assessment will fill critical gaps in our understanding of climate risks in Sonoma 
County and significantly advance that which we can accomplish through the CA2020 project to become 
more resilient in the face of climate change.  

We thank the Conservancy for considering what we to be a necessary and timely project to advance 
our capacity to adapt to climate change in the North Bay Area.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mike McGuire 
Chair, SCTA/RCPA 
 
CC: Jessica Watson, Suzanne Smith 
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August 28, 2013 
 
Ms. Lauren Casey 
Climate Protection Program Manager 
Sonoma County Transit Authority/Regional Climate Protection Authority  
490 Mendocino Ave, Suite 206 
Santa Rosa, California  95401 
 
Dear Ms. Casey: 
 
The North Bay Climate Adaptation Initiative (NBCAI) looks forward to working in partnership with the 
Regional Climate Protection Authority in Sonoma County. 
 
NBCAI came together in 2009 because the challenges and opportunities of adapting to the inevitable 
impacts of climate change are larger than any one organization can take on.  In 2012, we identified a 
core strategy around how to support climate adaptation in Sonoma County and the North Bay.  NBCAI’s 
five year strategy is to:  Through scientific inquiry, to identify specific effects of climate change that pose 
the greatest immediate risks to the well-being of Sonoma County’s human and natural communities and, 
based on that research, to facilitate and support the creation of effective responses.  The first step in 
implementing the strategy is to assess vulnerability to the Impacts of climate change in Sonoma County. 
 
A vulnerability assessment for Sonoma County and watersheds in neighboring counties with RCPA will 
illuminate what threats are unique to North Bay’s biodiversity and ecosystem services, helping our 
partners prioritize focused action where it’s most needed.  Impacts like sea level rise, extreme cold and 
hot temperatures, drought, and extreme weather events, among others, will be examined and 
understood within the North Bay geography.  Assessment in the North Bay will create a pilot for other 
Bay Area counties to be able to answer their own questions about vulnerability. 
 
As RCPA’s Natural Resource Management objective, amended 2012, seeks to “Support efforts to 
mainstream adaptation planning by developing mechanisms to include adaptive management 
information review and multi-benefit climate adaptation strategies in county, city, and special district 
planning updates,” NBCAI views a partnership with RCPA as adding implementation value to the 
vulnerability assessment we contemplate pursuing jointly, especially in reaching governmental and 
agency users who have a mandate to make policies and plans that will make on-the-ground adaptive 
changes based on the assessment. 
 
RCPA is working with partners including the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space 
District, County Regional Parks, and the Sonoma County Water Agency to promote conservation and 
restoration of the region’s sequestration potential, as well as develop adaptation strategies to protect 
natural resources from climate change impacts.  NBCAI is working with the same partners to achieve 
similar goals and inclusion of those agencies as users of the vulnerability assessment will yield positive 
synergies for all of these entities in Sonoma County. 
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Again, NBCAI views a long-term partnership with RCPA as a natural extension of our own strategy and 
looks forward to building a more resilient North Bay together. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
James R. Bernard, Coordinator for the NBCAI Coordination Committee 
 
NBCAI Coordination Committee Composition: 
 
Caitlin Cornwall, Sonoma Ecology Center 
Richard Dale, Sonoma Ecology Center 
David Bannister, Laguna Foundation 
Lisa Micheli, Pepperwood 
Sierra Cantor, Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District 
Deanne DiPietro, Point Blue Conservation Services 
Genevieve Taylor, Global Genesis 
Robert Judd, Community Foundation Sonoma County 
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