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December 11, 2013 
 

Douglas Bosco, Chair of the Conservancy 

Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th

 floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Re:  Muir Heritage Land Trust Grant Proposal 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 

I am writing in support of the grant request to the Coastal Conservancy to assist the Muir 

Heritage Land Trust (MHLT) with funding improvements on the contiguous Franklin Canyon 

and Fernandez Ranch properties in Contra Costa County.   

 

This project will help implement the public access, habitat and working landscapes goals and 

objectives of the Conservancy’s Strategic Plan and enhance the purposes of the Conservancy’s 

past assistance with acquiring both properties.  Trails and related improvements will enable 

MHLT to open Franklin Canyon to the public, and fencing and water development will enable 

MHLT to lease Franklin Canyon for cattle grazing, which in turn will help improve conditions 

for native vegetation and reduce fire hazards to adjacent housing.  Fencing and pond 

improvements on Fernandez Ranch, which is already used for grazing and is open for public 

access, will improve riparian and pond habitat. 

   

Completion of this project will benefit riparian habitat and several endangered species, as well as 

offer recreational and interpretive opportunities that enhance the health and well-being of Contra 

Costa County residents. This project will have immediate and lasting benefits to the ecosystem 

and community. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this grant request. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
LONI HANCOCK  

Senator  
 
lh: nr 
 

 

cc: Melanie Denninger, Project Manager 
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 December 9, 2013 
 

Douglas Bosco, Chair  
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re:  Muir Heritage Land Trust Grant Proposal 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco, 
 
I am writing in support of the grant request to the Coastal Conservancy to assist the Muir 
Heritage Land Trust (MHLT) with funding improvements on the contiguous Franklin Canyon and 
Fernandez Ranch properties in Contra Costa County.  This project will help implement the 
public access, habitat and working landscapes goals and objectives of the Conservancy’s 
Strategic Plan and enhance the purposes of the Conservancy’s past assistance with acquiring 
both properties.  Trails and related improvements will enable MHLT to open Franklin Canyon to 
the public and fencing and water development will enable MHLT to lease Franklin Canyon for 
cattle grazing, which in turn will help improve conditions for native vegetation and reduce fire 
hazards to adjacent housing.  Fencing and pond improvements on Fernandez Ranch, which is 
already used for grazing and is open for public access, will improve riparian and pond habitat. 
   
Completion of this project will benefit riparian habitat and several endangered species, as well 
as offer recreational and interpretive opportunities that enhance the health and well-being of 
Contra Costa County residents. This project will have immediate and lasting benefits to the 
ecosystem and community. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this grant request. 
 
 Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 Assemblywoman Susan A. Bonilla 
 California State Assembly, 14th District  
 
 
cc:   Melanie Denninger, Project Manager 
 

STATE CAPITOL 
P.O. BOX 942849 

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0011 
(916) 319-2014 

FAX (916) 319-2114 
 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

2151 SALVIO ST, SUITE 395 
Concord, CA 94520 

(925) 521-1511 
FAX (925) 602-1536 

 

 

SUSAN A. BONILLA 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, DISTRICT FOURTEEN 
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