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May 15, 2014 
  
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

Attn: Matt Gerhart 
 
Subject:  Support for the Baylands Ecosytem Habitat Goals Technical Update 
 
Dear Chair Bosco: 

It is with pleasure that I write to support a funding augmentation for the Baylands Ecosystem Habitat 
Goals Technical Update (Update), focused on climate change resiliency. The Update has developed a 
unique and groundbreaking approach to climate change resilience for the region, and it is at a critical 
juncture for bringing to fruition two years of hard work by over 100 regional scientists and managers 
seeking to improve the resilience of the region’s baylands to climate change. 
 
It is our understanding these additional funds will allow the Conservancy-led implementation team to 
effectively bring the Update to completion, including providing critical support through the remaining 
rounds of internal and targeted external review; allowing for professional layout, design and production of 
the Update report; and roll-out of the Update report to regional stakeholders and the interested public.     
 
In particular, our organization views the Update as critical to supporting our agency’s mission to restore 
and protect Waters of the State. In particular, we are required to ensure there is no net loss of wetlands 
due to human-caused activities. We have regularly used the original Baylands Goals project report to 
assist in our review of projects that may require identification of in-kind mitigation for impacts to bay 
wetlands associated with an application for a Clean Water Act dredge and fill permit or water quality 
certification. We look forward to incorporating the climate change resiliency recommendations of the 
Update in our analyses. We expect that the Update will also provide recommendations for additional 
actions that our agency may support or undertake to protect and enhance existing baylands that provide 
unique beneficial uses. 
 
We look forward greatly to the completion, and subsequent implementation, of the Update and its 
recommendations for the region.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Bruce H. Wolfe 
Executive Officer 
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MANAGEMENT BOARD: 
 
Bay Area Audubon Council 
Bay Area Open Space Council 
Bay Planning Coalition 
Citizens Committee to 
   Complete the Refuge 
Ducks Unlimited 
National Audubon Society 
PG&E Corporation 
Save San Francisco Bay 
   Association 
The Bay Institute 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex-Officio Members: 
 
Bay Conservation & 
    Development Commission 
California Department 
    of Fish and Wildlife 
California Resources Agency 
Coastal Conservancy 
Coastal Region, Mosquito & 
   Vector Control District 
National Fish and Wildlife  
   Foundation  
National Marine Fisheries  
    Service 
Natural Resources  
   Conservation Service 
Regional Water Quality 
Control 
   Board, SF Bay Region  
San Francisco Estuary Project 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Environmental  
   Protection Agency 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
U.S. Geological Survey 
Wildlife Conservation Board 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
May 14, 2014 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 

California State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th
 Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Attn: Matt Gerhart 

 

Dear Chair Bosco, 

 

I am writing on behalf of the San Francisco Bay Joint Venture (SFBJV) in support of the funding 

augmentation for the Baylands Ecosystem Habitat Goals Technical Update for Climate Change.   

 

The SFBJV is a partnership of non-governmental organizations, utilities, landowners, and non-

voting agencies with a goal to acquire, restore and enhance wetlands and riparian habitats and 

associated uplands to benefit birds, fish, and other wildlife in the San Francisco Bay Area. The 

SFVJV Management Board consists of 27 agencies and private organizations whose members 

agree to support and promote the goal and objectives of the Joint Venture and who represent the 

diversity of wetlands interests found in the San Francisco Bay Region. The SFBJV is one of the 

eighteen federally-sponsored habitat Joint Ventures to implement the North American Wetlands 

Conservation Act and federal bird conservation plans.  

 

The SFBJV Implementation Plan, Restoring the Estuary is based on the goals established in the 

Baylands Ecosystem Habitat Goals, and targets nearly 200,000 acres of wetlands and riparian 

habitats for protection, restoration, or enhancement through our partners’ funding and expertise of 

over 100 SFBJV partners. Completion of the Baylands Ecosystem Goals Update for Climate 

Change is critical to the SFBJV maintaining a current implementation plan from which to help 

guide and inform our partners’ habitat priorities including wetlands protection, habitat restoration 

and enhancement priorities and design, monitoring and evaluation. The recommendations from the 

Baylands Ecosytem Goals Update for Climate Change are guiding the SFBJV as we collaborate 

with our partners to identify optimal strategies in each of the sub-regions of San Francisco Bay 

and will guide our land management partners as they develop their climate adaptation plans and 

manage for climate change.  

 

It is our understanding these additional funds will allow the Conservancy-led implementation 

team to effectively bring the report to completion, including providing critical support through the 

remaining rounds of internal and targeted external review; allowing for professional layout, design 

and production of the report; and roll-out of the report to regional stakeholders and the interested 

public.  It is imperative to the SFBJV that this project be completed in a timely way so as to 

inform immediate and future implementation decisions for climate change.  

 

Thank you for considering the additional funding to complete the project. If you have questions 

about the SFBJV support, please contact our Coordinator, Beth Huning. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Diane Ross-Leech 

Past Chair 
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Douglas Bosco, Chair       14 May 2014 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Attn: Matt Gerhart 
 
Dear Chair Bosco, 
 
It is with pleasure that I write to support   a funding augmentation for the Baylands Ecosystem 
Habitat Goals Technical Update for Climate Change.  The project has developed a unique and 
groundbreaking approach to climate change resilience for the region, and is at a critical juncture for 
bringing to fruition two years of hard work by over 100 regional scientists and managers seeking to 
improve the resilience of the region’s baylands to climate change. 
 
It is our understanding these additional funds will allow the Conservancy-led implementation team 
to effectively bring the report to completion, including providing critical support through the 
remaining rounds of internal and targeted external review; allowing for professional layout, design 
and production of the report; and roll-out of the report to regional stakeholders and the interested 
public.     
 
In particular, our organization views the Baylands Goals as an important vision to guide managers 
on  how San Francisco Bay can respond to the challenges of sea level rise over the next 100 
years. 
 
We look forward greatly to the completion, and subsequent implementation, of the Technical 
Update’s recommendations for the region.   
 
Thanks for your consideration of this proposal.   Should you have any further questions, don’t 
hesitate to call me at 510-654-8210 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Michael S. Connor 
General Manager 
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