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The mission of Citizens for East Shore Parks is to create a necklace of shoreline parks from the Oakland Estuary to the Carquinez Strait 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

May 13, 2014 
Jeff Melby 
Project Manager 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530    via email: jmelby@scc.ca.gov 
 
Re: City of Albany- Albany Neck and Bulb Transition Improvement Plan grant 

request  
 

Dear Jeff: 
 

Citizens for East Shore Parks (CESP) strongly supports the application of the 
City of Albany for a grant of $168,000 to develop a plan for the transition of 
the Albany Bulb and Neck into public parkland suitable for administration by 
the East Bay Regional Park District as a part of the McLaughlin Eastshore State 
Park.  The area will offer an extraordinary waterfront recreational resource to 
all Californians, as well as contributing substantially to the protection of the 
San Francisco Bay.   
 

CESP has been working since 1985 to protect open space and establish a park 
along the northern East Bay shoreline through advocacy, outreach, and 
education.  It leads the broad coalition of area residents and organizations that 
have fought to preserve 1800 acres of open space in one of our nation's most 
densely populated urban regions.  On December 6, 2002, the McLaughlin 
Eastshore State Park was established.  More than eight miles of Shoreline Park 
now stretches through five cities - from the foot of the Bay Bridge in Oakland 
through Emeryville, Berkeley and Albany to Richmond.  The transition of the 
Bulb is central to completing this vision.   
 

The City of Albany had done a remarkable job over the past year in humanely 
relocating homeless-encampment residents, many of whom have qualified for 
benefits and are now living indoors in a variety of settings.  It has long been 
recognized that the management of a significant State Park is beyond the 
capacity of a small city.  The time for the transition of the Bulb has come.   
 

Sincerely, 

 
Patricia Vaughan Jones 
Executive Director 
 
cc: Robert Cheasty (CESP), Jeff Bond (Albany) 

Citizens for East Shore Parks 
PO Box 6087, Albany, Ca  94706               Office: 520 El Cerrito Plaza, El Cerrito CA  94530 
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Dwight Steele 
Emeritus Co-Chair  

 (1914 - 2002) 
 

Sylvia McLaughlin 
  Emeritus Co-Chair  

Secretary 
 

Robert Cheasty 
  President 

 
Norman La Force 

 Vice President 
 

Steve Granholm 
 Recording Secretary 

 
Teddi Baggins 
Co-Treasurer 

Ed Bennett 
  Co-Treasurer 

 
Board of Directors: 

Ellen Barth 
Alan Carlton 
Shirley Dean 
Patty Donald 

Jeff Inglis 
Larry Kolb 

Robert Lieber 
Toni Mester 

Rochelle Nason 
Sherry Padgett 

Brian Parker 
Doris Sloan 

Tony Sustak 
Rich Walkling 
Peter Weiner 

 
Advisory Board: 

Ken Bukowski 
Arthur Feinstein 

Stana Hearne 
David Lewis 
Mark Liolios 

Kitty McLean 
Betty Olds 

Elected Officials: 
Hon. Marge Atkinson 

Hon. Tom Bates 
Hon. Whitney Dotson 

 
Executive Director: 

Patricia V. Jones 
Administrative Assistant 

Cameron Wilson 
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