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FINAL MINUTES 
Regular Meeting 
February 13, 2014 
Meeting 14-03 
 

 
CALL MEETING TO 
ORDER / ROLL CALL 

 Chairperson Mike Potter called the regular Board meeting of the Santa Clara County 
Open Space Authority (Authority) to order at 6:32 p.m. at the Administration Office, 
6980 Santa Teresa Blvd. Suite 100, San Jose, California. 
 

Members Present  Ms. Guerra performed Roll Call: 
Alex Kennett, Jim Foran, Sequoia Hall, Mike Potter, Dorsey Moore, Virginia Holtz, 
Kalvin Gill  
 

Members Absent   None 

Staff Present  Andrea Mackenzie, General Manager 
Matt Freeman, Assistant General Manager 
Lauren Monack, Administration Manager 
Rachel Santos, Open Space Planner 
Kellie Guerra, Office Manager/Deputy Clerk of the Board 
William Parkin, Legal Counsel 
 

CONVENE TO CLOSED 
SESSION 

 At 6:33 p.m. Director Potter announced the items to be discussed in Closed Session 
and asked if any members of the public wished to comment; there were none.   
 
Director Potter convened the meeting to Closed Session. 
 

RETURN FROM 
CLOSED SESSION 

 Members returned from Closed Session at 7:09 p.m. 
   
Legal Counsel William Parkin stated there were no reportable actions taken in 
Closed Session. 
 

ADOPTION OF 
AGENDA 

 Director Potter asked if any members of the public wished to comment on the 
Agenda; there were none.  
 
MOTION: Director Kennett moved to approve the Agenda.  Director Hall seconded 
the motion. The motion passed unanimously. (Vote: 7-0-0. Ayes: Kennett, Foran, 
Hall, Potter, Moore, Holtz, Gill.  Noes: 0.  Abstention: 0) 
 

PUBLIC 
PRESENTATIONS 

 Director Potter asked if any member of the public wished to comment on any items 
not on the Agenda; there were none.  
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WRITTEN 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 Ms. Guerra stated there was one: A letter addressed to the Board of Directors from 
the Santa Clara County Cattlemens’ Association regarding the Grazing Management 
Policy. She stated the letter had been copied and placed in the Directors’ folders. 
 
Discussion ensued. Matt Freeman, Assistant General Manager, referenced the 
letter received and a draft response letter he had generated. He provided 
background information regarding the matter. Director Potter asked for comments 
on the draft response letter. There were none.  Director Potter requested the 
response letter be mailed to the Cattlemens’ Association as written.  
 

APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 

 January 23, 2014 
 
MOTION: Director Moore moved to approve the minutes from January 23, 2014.  
Director Gill seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. (Vote: 5-0-2. 
Ayes: Foran, Moore, Holtz, Potter, Gill.  Noes: 0.  Abstention: Hall, Kennett) 
 

APPROVAL OF 
CONSENT ITEMS 

 Director Potter asked if any members of the public wished to comment on any item 
on the Consent Calendar; there were none.  
 
C1: Approve Draft BRD-038-00 Santa Clara County Open Space Authority Other 
Power-Driven Mobility Devices Policy 
C2: Approve Contract with Kahana Design for Graphic Design Services 
 
MOTION: Director Foran moved to approve the Consent Calendar.  Director Moore 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. (Vote: 7-0-0. Ayes: Kennett, 
Foran, Hall, Potter, Moore, Holtz, Gill.  Noes: 0.  Abstention: 0) 
 

NEW BOARD 
BUSINESS  

 Agenda Item #1: Approval of the Sierra Vista Open Space Preserve Proposed 
Vehicle/Equestrian Staging Area and Multi-Use Trail Project 
 
Mr. Freeman introduced the Item. He reported that Rachel Santos, Open Space 
Planner, had drafted the Mitigated Negative Declaration, the final requirement 
required to qualify for State Coastal Conservancy funding for the project.  Ms. 
Santos provided background on the CEQA process that had been followed and 
provided additional project details. 
 
Board discussion ensued. 
 
MOTION: Director Foran moved to approve the Mitigated Negative Declaration and 
Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program for, and approval of, the Sierra Vista 
Open Space Preserve Vehicle/Equestrian Staging Areas and Multi-Use Trail Project. 
Director Kennett seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. (Vote: 7-0-0. 
Ayes: Kennett, Foran, Hall, Potter, Moore, Holtz, Gill.  Noes: 0.  Abstention: 0) 
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  Agenda Item #2: Provide Input for Comment Letter on Morgan Hill Draft EIR for 
Southeast Quadrant 
 
Andrea Mackenzie, General Manager, introduced the Item. She provided details 
regarding the City of Morgan Hill’s Citywide Agricultural Preservation Program and 
Southeast Quadrant Land Use Plan and presented maps of the affected areas for 
reference.  She also referenced a briefing paper she had prepared on the matter 
and included in the Board folders and asked for input for inclusion in her response 
letter to the City regarding the proposed Plan. 
 
Board discussion ensued. Director Hall announced he was abstaining from 
comments or direction to Staff given his Local Agency Formation Commission 
involvement. 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING SUMMARIES 
 

Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee 

 Director Moore reported the Citizens’ Advisory Committee had met and had heard 
a presentation from Helen Chapman, San Jose Parks Visionaries.    
 

Administration & 
Budget Committee 

 Director Potter reported that the Committee met and received an update on the 
Budget and Work Plan. 

Conservation 
Vision/Strategic Plan 

Ad Hoc Committee 
Update 

 

 No report. 
 

Use & Management 
Report 

 No report. 
 
 

General Manager’s 
Report 

 Ms. Mackenzie invited Mr. Freeman to report on the Draft Valley Greenprint release 
for review and comment. Mr. Freeman referenced a copy of the Draft Greenprint 
included in the Director’s folders and provided an overview of the timeline for 
official finalization of the publication and data that was still being compiled for the 
final product. Ms. Mackenzie highlighted several sections of the Greenprint.  Mr. 
Freeman invited feedback to the Draft. 
 
Ms. Monack referenced the Board maps that had been distributed and referenced 
the Event Horizon publication that had been emailed to the Directors that included 
specifics about outreach, events and Speaker’s Bureau activities, and explained that 
the Event Horizon will be sent out each Friday to keep the Board informed. She also 
reported that a subcommittee had met to provide input to an OSA introductory 
video that was currently in production.  She reported that the Santa Clara Valley 
Water District would be combining several subcommittees into a Water 
Commission and that they had requested a representative be assigned from the 
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OSA Board to sit on the Commission. 
 
Ms. Mackenzie announced an upcoming pancake breakfast at which she, together 
with Senator Jim Beall, would be discussing the Valley Greenprint, to be held on 
March 15th at the Almaden Community Center beginning at 8:30 am.  
 
Ms. Mackenzie complimented the Local Agency Formation Commission for the 
impressive audit reports that were released. She commented that the OSA report 
was one of the most comprehensive publications to-date on the Authority. 
 

Legal Counsel Report  No report. 
 

Board Member 
Reports 

 Director Foran reported that the Santa Clara Valley Water District Committees 
would be meeting in the near future and confirmed the formation of the Water 
Commission that Ms. Monack had referenced. 
 
Director Kennett complimented Staff for all the items that now have the new logo. 
 
Director Hall announced the next Special Districts Association meeting would be 
held the beginning of March and that the Local Agency Formation Commission 
recently met and discussed the completed audits. 
 
Director Moore reported that he attended the Martial Cottle Perimeter Trail 
opening, the Guadalupe Coyote Resource Conservation District meeting and the 
Willow Glen Neighborhood Association meeting, and that he hopes to set up a 
presentation by the Authority at the Association’s May meeting. 
 
Director Holtz announced she had attended the Cambrian Community Council 
meeting. She commended the OSA Starry Night events at Rancho Canada del Oro 
Preserve.  She also commended Ms. Mackenzie for her presentation to the Bay Area 
League of Women Voters. 
 
Director Gill announced he had attended an Evergreen Community meeting at 
which the Evergreen Elementary School District Board members had discussed a 
potential parcel tax measure and that the City of San Jose had a presentation on a 
Capitol Expressway traffic study. He also announced that Supervisor Dave Cortese’s 
office would be sponsoring a free bus trip to Sacramento on April 30th  from 6 am – 
6 pm. Director Gill then announced that he had graduated with a doctorate degree 
in natural medicine.  Director Potter congratulated Director Gill.   
 

ADJOURNMENT   At 8:55 p.m. Director Potter adjourned the meeting in honor of Lester Cottle. 
  

Respectfully submitted by 
Kellie Guerra 

Acting Clerk of the Board 
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