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April 4, 2014 

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA   94612 

Dear Chairman Bosco and Members of the State Coastal Conservancy, 

RE: Letter of Support for the Mission Bay Wetlands Restoration Feasibility Study 

I write in support of the San Diego Audubon Society’s (SDAS) effort to protect and 

restore critical wetlands habitat in Mission Bay, San Diego, and request that the State 

Coastal Conservancy support SDAS’s application to fund the Mission Bay Wetlands 

Restoration Feasibility Study.  

Wetlands restoration is vital for the protection of Mission Bay’s natural resources, 

including several threatened and endangered species, as well as providing a buffer 

against rising sea levels. This project will develop approaches to protect, improve, or 

create 140 acres of tidal marsh habitat, as well as 30 acres of transitional/upland habitat 

to allow for improved ecosystem connections. 

Enhanced public access to the area for research, education and recreation is another 

significant focus of the planning effort. Development and large-scale alteration of 

Mission Bay over the decades has resulted in the loss of over 92% of this former 

estuarine complex’s wetlands habitat, including the destruction of habitat for the 

federally-listed endangered Light-footed Clapper Rail and the state-listed Belding’s 

Savannah Sparrow, plus a significant reduction of important ecosystem functions. 

Commitments for wetlands restoration in the project area have been in place for almost 

20 years, starting with the Mission Bay Master Plan adopted in 1994 by the San Diego 

City Council and updated in 2002, and the Mission Bay Park Natural Resources 

Management Plan adopted in 1990. 

I was a member of the San Diego City Council when the Mission Bay Master Plan was 

updated in 2002, and am familiar with this important area of Mission Bay. 

 

 



This project will convene cross-industry stakeholders, including members of the public, 

state and federal wildlife agencies, City of San Diego, University of California at San 

Diego, San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG), and many local non-profits, 

in seizing one of the last opportunities for large-scale wetland restoration in Southern 

California.  

There is local support for preserving and enhancing natural resources in Mission Bay. I 

urge the Coastal Conservancy to support the Mission Bay Wetlands Restoration 

Feasibility Study. 

Warmly, 

A 

TONI ATKINS 

Speaker-Elect 

78th Assembly District 
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NATURAL RESERVE SYSTEM TELEPHONE:  (858) 534-3579 
9500 GILMAN DRIVE  e-mail: llevin@ucsd.edu 
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 92093-0208    http://nrs.ucsd.edu/kendall  

 
	   	   	  
April 30, 2014 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman   
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

 
 

RE: Letter of Support for the Mission Bay Wetland Restoration Feasibility Study 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco and Board Members of the State Coastal Conservancy, 
I am writing to recommend that the State Coastal Conservancy fund the San Diego Audubon 
Society’s (SDAS) Mission Bay Wetland Restoration Feasibility Study that includes the 
University of California’s property within the Kendall-Frost Marsh Reserve.  
Wetland restoration is critical for the protection of Mission Bay’s natural resources, including 
several threatened and endangered species, as well as providing areas for marsh migration 
with rising sea levels. This project will develop approaches to protect, improve, or create 140 
acres of tidal marsh habitat, as well as 30 acres of transitional/upland habitat to allow for 
improved ecosystem connections. Enhanced public access for research, education, and 
recreation will be another significant focus of the planning effort. 
Such action is needed because development and large-scale alteration of Mission Bay has 
resulted in the loss of over 92% of this former estuarine complex’s wetland habitat, including 
the destruction of habitat for the Light-footed Clapper Rail (federally-listed endangered) and 
Belding’s Savannah Sparrow (state-listed) and a significant reduction of important ecosystem 
functions. Commitments for wetland restoration in the project area have been in place for 
almost 20 years, starting with the city of San Diego’s Mission Bay Master Plan (1996). 
This project will convene cross-industry stakeholders, including members of the public, state 
and federal wildlife agencies, City of San Diego, University of California, San Diego 
Association of Governments (SANDAG), and many local non-profits, in seizing one of the last 
opportunities for large-scale wetland restoration in Southern California.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Lisa A. Levin, Professor, SIO, and Faculty advisor, KF Marsh Reserve 
 
cc: Chris Redfern, Executive Director, San Diego Audubon Society 
	  





 

Rose Creek Watershed Alliance 

 

2400 Historic Decatur Rd. 107-626 San Diego, 
CA 92106 

 www.rosecreekwatershed.org 

April 24, 2014 

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman   

State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th

 Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Dear Chairman Bosco and Board Members of the State Coastal Conservancy, 

 

RE: Letter of Support for the Mission Bay Wetland Restoration Feasibility Study 

 

The Rose Creek Watershed Alliance is a group of organizations formed to help plan the future of the Rose 

Creek Watershed, which drains a 23,427-acre area of San Diego County into Mission Bay. We are writing 

in support of the San Diego Audubon Society’s (SDAS) effort to protect and restore critical wetland habitat 

in Mission Bay, San Diego, and recommend that the State Coastal Conservancy support SDAS’s 

application to fund the Mission Bay Wetland Restoration Feasibility Study.  

 

The Alliance was established in 2005 to help create a plan to improve the watershed, and after almost five 

years of consideration and public input, the San Diego City Council accepted the Rose Creek Watershed 

Opportunities Assessment on October 21, 2008. The 16-member Alliance (including the Mission Bay Park 

Committee, Friends of Rose Creek, and the Pacific Beach Planning Group) has been working together since 

then to help implement its recommendations. 

 

The Feasibility Study proposed by SDAS is not only consistent with this plan, but directly implements 

recommendations included in it. Specifically, the plan calls for action to “enhance the biological connection 

of the Rose Creek Watershed [RCW] to Mission Bay… restore and enhance native habitats within the 

RCW…assess potential for habitat enhancements for the light-footed Clapper Rail…[and] expand wetland 

and riparian habitats where feasible.” 

 

Wetland restoration is vital for the protection of Mission Bay’s natural resources, including several 

threatened and endangered species, as well as providing a buffer against rising sea levels. This project will 

develop approaches to protect, improve, or create 140 acres of tidal marsh habitat, as well as 30 acres of 

transitional/upland habitat to allow for improved ecosystem connections. Enhanced public access for 

research, education, and recreation will be another significant focus of the planning effort. 

 

Such action is needed because development and large-scale alteration of Mission Bay has resulted in the 

loss of over 92% of this former estuarine complex’s wetland habitat, including the destruction of habitat for 

the Light-footed Clapper Rail (federally-listed endangered) and Belding’s Savannah Sparrow (state-listed) 

and a significant reduction of important ecosystem functions. Commitments for wetland restoration in the 

project area have been in place for almost 20 years, starting with the Mission Bay Master Plan (1996). 

 

This project will convene cross-industry stakeholders, including members of the public, state and federal 

wildlife agencies, City of San Diego, University of California, San Diego Association of Governments 

(SANDAG), and many local non-profits, in seizing one of the last opportunities for large-scale wetland 

restoration in Southern California.  

 

Sincerely, 

Ann Van Leer 
Ann Van Leer 

Rose Creek Watershed Alliance 

ann@landconserve.com 

858-442-0937 

 

CC: Chris Redfern, Executive Director, San Diego Audubon Society  

 




