Exhibit 3: Project Letters

October 13, 2014

RE: Support for The Bay Foundation’s Southern California Abalone and Kelp Forest
Habitat Restoration Project

To Whom This May Concern,

This letter represents Los Angeles Waterkeeper’'s unqualified support of the community-
based restoration matching grant program mentioned above. The attached proposal
includes an effective and highly leveraged approach to helping solve the acute problem
of green abalone de-population in Santa Monica Bay.

Los Angeles Waterkeeper (formerly Santa Monica Baykeeper) has been conducting
intensive work within and on behalf of Santa Monica Bay for over 20 years, and our
flagship Kelp Restoration Project has been ongoing since 1997. Thus our concern for
the green abalone population is informed by our direct experience in the very habitats
that are described in this proposal.

This proposal is well-timed to contribute to the effectiveness of the marine protected
areas (MPAs) established under the Marine Life Protection Act in 2012. These
designations will improve abalone habitat and reduce the risk of poaching, thus creating
ideal conditions for the success and sustainability of the proposed work. The combined
effect of the proposed work and MPA designation will create a strong beginning as
green abalone populations fight to regain their natural balance in competition with urchin
populations within established and newly restored kelp beds.

We are all optimistic about the potential of this work and look forward to making a
significant difference in the long-term viability of green abalone populations, with
benefits extending across the ecosystem of Santa Monica Bay.

Sincerely,

—~=

Liz Crosson
Executive Director
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Dr. David Witting

NOAA Restoration Center
501 West Ocean Blvd
Long Beach, Ca 90802
562-980-3235

October 30, 2014

Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor

Oakland CA, 94612-2530

Dear Mr. Schuchat:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Restoration Center

501 West Ocean

Blvd

Long Beach, CA 90802-4213

The NOAA Restoration Center strongly supports this proposal to develop captive culture and outplanting
techniques for Green Abalone. This work will further the recovery for green abalone and the methods developed
will be directly applicable towards implementing the recovery plan for federally endangered White Abalone.

We have partnered with The Bay Foundation on a variety of projects including a large scale Kelp Forest Restoration
Project and | have the utmost confidence that they are capable of producing outstanding results.

If you would like additional information, you can email me at [David.witting@noaa.gov].

Sincerely,

Dr. David Witting
Fish Biologist/Southwest Regional RC Science Coordinator
NOAA/NMFS Restoration Center
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