
 

 

Children and parents who enjoyed riding the Coastal Trail as a safe route to school can no longer 
do so because the bridge over Pilarcitos Creek is closed.  Tourists and campers at Half Moon 
Bay State Park also are met by the “keep out” sign.  The detour route is along busy Highway 1. 
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Some Coastal Trail users climb over the “keep out” barriers, despite the fact that the bridge is 
visibly collapsing.  They do this because there is no easy way around it.  The detour route calls 
for backtracking along the trail until it intercepts a city street, taking the city street east to 
Highway 1, riding or walking along Highway 1 for a mile, then taking a second city street west, 
back to the coast – a total detour distance of about two miles. 
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This picture shows the Coastal Trail and the approach to the bridge from the very popular 
Francis Beach family campground at Half Moon Bay State Beach.  State Parks estimates that 2.5 
million people visit the 4-mile-long state beach every year.  People expecting to use the Coastal 
Trail express frustration and disappointment about the closure every day. 
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