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December 22, 2014  

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Re: SCC Grant for Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U.S. 101 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 

I am writing to express support for the grant application from Caltrans and the National Wildlife 

Federation to the State Coastal Conservancy for the planning, design, and environmental 

compliance for Phase 2 of the Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U.S. 101. This planned 

wildlife crossing is located in the heart of my State Senate District and the Santa Monica 

Mountains National Recreation Area.  

 

The Santa Monica Mountains to the Sierra Madre Range is one of the few coastal to inland 

habitat connections remaining in Southern California, and we recognize the need to preserve and 

enhance this critical linkage. The National Park Service (NPS) has been collecting and 

publishing data on large-carnivore movements for over a decade, validating the importance of 

the linkage for sustaining wildlife populations in the Santa Monica Mountains. As the research 

demonstrates, the US-101 acts an impenetrable barrier for wildlife as they attempt to migrate into 

or out of the Santa Monica Mountains. Animals with large home ranges, such as mountain lions, 

are essentially trapped within the mountain range, resulting in inbreeding and high mortality 

rates.  

 

Caltrans and a coalition of stakeholders, including the NPS, Ventura County Supervisor Linda 

Parks, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, the cities of Agoura Hills and Thousand Oaks, 

and many others have been working toward this crossing for over a decade, and now is the 

critical time to begin implementation. Research by the NPS’s Carnivore Study proves that 

mountain lions are already inbreeding in the Santa Monica Mountains, because they cannot 

physically reach other potential mates. Without outside genetic material in the population, they 

could be extirpated.   
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With this grant, the SCC has an opportunity to provide the seed funding for a landmark project 

that will help reconnect an entire ecosystem, and potentially build what could be the largest 

wildlife crossing in the world. The project also has the additional benefit of increasing 

recreational and outdoor opportunities for local residents and the hundreds of thousands of 

visitors to the Santa Monica Mountain Recreation Area, the largest urban park in the country. 

 

For all of these reasons, I strongly support the Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U.S. 101 

project and urge the State Coastal Conservancy Board to support the grant application from 

Caltrans and the National Wildlife Federation. Should you have any further questions, please feel 

free to contact Bill Craven in my Capitol Office at (916) 651-4027 or Kara Seward in my District 

Office at (818) 876-3352.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Fran Pavley 

State Senator, District 27  

 

 

cc:  Barbara Marquez, Senior Environmental Planner, Caltrans District 7  

Beth Pratt, California Director, National Wildlife Federation  
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December 18th, 2014 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 

State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Re: SCC Grant for Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U.S. 101 

 

Dear Doug, 

On behalf of the residents of the 3rd Supervisorial District of Los Angeles County, I am writing to express 

support for the funding requested by Caltrans from the State Coastal Conservancy (SCC) for the 

planning, design, and environmental compliance for Phase 2 of the Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at 

U.S. 101. 

As National Park Service research demonstrates, the US-101 currently acts an impenetrable barrier for 

wildlife as they attempt to migrate into or out of the Santa Monica Mountains. Animals with large home 

ranges, such as mountain lions, are essentially trapped within the mountain range, resulting in 

inbreeding and high mortality rates.  

Caltrans and many other stakeholders have been working to make this crossing happen for over a 

decade, and now is the critical time to begin implementation. With this grant, the SCC has an 

opportunity to provide the seed funding for a landmark project that will help reconnect an entire 

ecosystem, and potentially build what could be the largest wildlife crossing in the world. The project also 

has the additional benefit of increasing recreational and outdoor opportunities for local residents and 
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the hundreds of thousands of visitors to the Santa Monica Mountain Recreation Area, the largest urban 

park in the country. 

For all of these reasons, I strongly support the Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U.S. 101 project and 

urge the State Coastal Conservancy Board to support the application from Caltrans. 

Sincerely, 

 

Sheila Kuehl, Los Angeles County Supervisor 
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January 2, 2015 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re: SCC Grant for Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U.S. 101 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
On behalf of The Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica Mountains I am 
writing to express support for the funding requested by Caltrans and the National Wildlife 
Federation from the State Coastal Conservancy for the planning, design, and 
environmental compliance for Phase 2 of the Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U.S. 
101.  This grant will build upon work to date supported by numerous funding and 
technical partners, which has resulted in conceptual planning and schematic design for 
the Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing area, and will fund the next critical stage of the 
design process at Caltrans.   
 
The Santa Monica Mountains to the Sierra Madre Range is one of the few coastal to 
inland habitat connections remaining in Southern California and we recognize the need to 
preserve and enhance this critical linkage. The National Park Service (NPS) has been 
collecting and publishing data on large-carnivore movements for over a decade, 
validating the importance of the linkage for sustaining wildlife populations in the Santa 
Monica Mountains. As the research demonstrates, the US-101 acts an impenetrable 
barrier for wildlife as they attempt to migrate into or out of the Santa Monica Mountains. 
Animals with large home ranges, such as mountain lions, are essentially trapped within 
the mountain range, resulting in inbreeding and high mortality rates.  
 
Caltrans and many other stakeholders have been working toward this crossing for over a 
decade, and now is the critical time to begin implementation. Research by the NPS’s 
Carnivore Study proves that mountain lions are already inbreeding in the Santa Monica 
Mountains because they cannot physically reach other potential mates.  Without outside 
genetic material in the population, they could be extirpated.   
 
With this grant, the SCC has an opportunity to provide the seed funding for a landmark 
project that will help reconnect an entire ecosystem, and potentially build what could be 
the largest wildlife crossing in the world. The project also has the additional benefit of 
increasing recreational and outdoor opportunities for local residents and the hundreds of 
thousands of visitors to the Santa Monica Mountain Recreation Area, the largest urban 
park in the country. 
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For all of these reasons, The Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica 
Mountains strongly supports the Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U.S. 101 project and 
urges the State Coastal Conservancy Board to support the application from Caltrans and 
the National Wildlife Federation. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Clark Stevens, Architect 
Executive Officer 
  
 
 

 
cc. Beth Pratt, National Wildlife Federation, prattb@nwf.org 
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January 19, 2015 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 

State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Re: SCC Grant for Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U.S. 101 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 

Citizens for Los Angeles Wildlife, Inc. (CLAW) is a non-profit advocacy group whose mission is to promote, educate and protect the 

fundamental importance of wildlife, wildlife corridors and wildlife habitats everywhere.  Within the City of Los Angeles, CLAW is 

working closely with citizens and City Council as well as the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy to implement an ordinance that 

would protect existing wildlife habitat linkages (wildlife corridors) in the eastern Santa Monica Mountains and establish a Regional 

Wildlife Habitat linkage zone in the Los Angeles municipal code (LA City Council File 14-0518.) Our efforts are closely connected to 

Liberty Canyon, Agoura Hills, the Coast, the Rim of the Valley and beyond.     

 

Reconnecting ancient wildlife connectivity is the case we are facing now at the Liberty Canyon and US-101 in Agoura Hills.  

Therefore, CLAW joins Caltrans and the National Wildlife Federation to urgently request funding from the State Coastal Conservancy 

(SCC) for the planning, design, and environmental compliance for Phase 2 of the Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U.S. 101.    

 

The Santa Monica Mountains to the Sierra Madre Range is one of the few coastal to inland habitat connections remaining in 

Southern California and we recognize the need to preserve and enhance this critical linkage.  The National Park Service (NPS) has 

been collecting and publishing data on large-carnivore movements for over a decade, validating the importance of the linkage for 

sustaining wildlife populations in the Santa Monica Mountains. As the research demonstrates, the US-101 acts an impenetrable 

barrier for wildlife as they attempt to migrate into or out of the Santa Monica Mountains. Animals with large home ranges, such as 

mountain lions, are essentially trapped within the mountain range, resulting in inbreeding and high mortality rates.  

 

With this grant, the SCC has an opportunity to provide the seed funding for a landmark project that will help reconnect an entire 

ecosystem, and potentially build what could be the largest wildlife crossing in the world. The project also has the additional benefit 

of increasing recreational and outdoor opportunities for local residents and the hundreds of thousands of visitors to the Santa 

Monica Mountain Recreation Area, the largest urban park in the country. 

 

For these reasons, CLAW strongly supports the Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U.S. 101 project and urges the State Coastal 

Conservancy Board to support the application from Caltrans and the National Wildlife Federation.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Alison Simard 

Chair, Citizens for Los Angeles Wildlife (CLAW) 

 

cc. Beth Pratt, National Wildlife Federation, prattb@nwf.org 
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Re: Support for SCC Grant for Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at 
 US 101

Dear Mr. Bosco:

The Federation of Hillside and Canyon Associations, Inc., founded in 
1952, represents 44 homeowner and residents associations spanning the 
Santa Monica Mountains, from Pacific Palisades to Mt. Washington. The 
Federation’s mission is to protect the property and quality of life of its 
over 200,000 constituents and to conserve the natural habitat and 
appearance of the hillside and mountain areas in which they live.
 
The Federation supports the funding requested by Caltrans and the 
National Wildlife Federation from the State Coastal Conservancy for the 
planning, design, and environmental compliance for Phase 2 of the Liberty 
Canyon Wildlife Crossing at US 101.

This project will provide significant wildlife and habitat linkage at US 101 
and Liberty Canyon.  This connectivity is needed to support the ongoing 
efforts of groups like the Resource Conservation District, the National 
Park Service, Caltrans, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, the 
Mountain Recreation and Conservation Authority, local cities and elected 
officials, and adjacent land owners to facilitate safe wildlife passage in the 
Santa Monica Mountains.
 

P.O. Box 27404
Los Angeles, CA 90027
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Charley Mims
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Mark Stratton
Wendy-Sue Rosen
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Carol Sidlow
John Given
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Pacific Palisades Residents Assn.
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Save Sunset Blvd.
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Studio City Residents Assn.
Sunset Hills Homeowners Assn.
Tarzana Property Owners Assn.
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Douglas Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

January 19, 2015
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The natural and urban barriers hindering wildlife from dispersing to new territory limits the 
genetic diversity and increases the possibility of death by territorial disputes and freeway 
crossings.  The dangers were uniquely highlighted in October 2013 when a genetically desirable 
male mountain lion — previously unknown to area researchers — was killed crossing US 101 at 
this location.  The unique genetic code from this male is sorely needed in the Santa Monica 
Mountains, where recent instances of inbreeding have occurred in what is already the least 
genetically diverse population of mountain lions outside of Florida. 
 
The National Park Service Carnivore Study, which has collected data for almost 20 years from 
26 radio collared mountain lions, show resident mountain lions approaching the Ventura Freeway 
(US 101) and turning around, demonstrating the urgent need for wildlife crossings.  The prime 
location for these enhancements in the immediate future is the US 101 at Liberty Canyon, where 
one mountain lion (and many other animals) appears to have successfully used the crossing.  The 
wildlife crossing at Liberty Canyon will increase the likelihood of wildlife usage and promote 
safe passage from the Santa Monica Mountains to the Simi Hills. Additionally, this crossing will 
increase recreational and outdoor opportunities for local residents and visitors to the Santa 
Monica Mountains National Recreation Area.
 
On behalf of our hillside constituency, we urge you to support the application before you.

Sincerely,

Marian Dodge
Marian Dodge
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January 15, 2015 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 
Re:  SCC Grant for Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing at US 101 
 

SAVE COLDWATER CANYON, a neighborhood organization dedicated to 
protecting Coldwater Canyon’s scenic beauty and preserving the canyon’s open 
spaces and wildlife habitat, expressly supports Caltrans and the National Wildlife 
Federation request for funding the steps necessary for Phase 2 of the Liberty 
Canyon Wildlife Crossing at U. S. 101.   

This is a critical link in the protection of larger wildlife such as mountain 
lions, deer and bobcats.  These animals need safe links between main habitats to 
survive.  As civilization encroaches upon their natural habitats it becomes necessary 
for the animals to travel to other habitats.  Without safe linkages between habitats 
these animals face extinction.  U.S. 101 is an impenetrable barrier to wildlife 
attempting to move in or out of the Santa Monica Mountains.  These animals with 
large home ranges are trapped within the mountain range, causing inbreeding and 
high death rates.  Without being able to find different mates and food sources they 
will be extinguished.  

Caltrans and others have been working on this crossing for many years.  The 
time for implementation is now.  The State Coastal Commission has the opportunity 
to fund a project that would create the largest wildlife crossing in the world.  It 
would also enhance the opportunities for residents and visitors to enjoy the Santa 
Monica Mountain Recreation area. 

Save Coldwater Canyon!, Inc. urges the Coastal Conservancy to grant funding 
requested by Caltrans and the National Wildlife Federation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Sarah Boyd 
President, Save Coldwater Canyon!, Inc.  
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