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December 16, 2014 

  
Douglas Bosco, Chair of the Conservancy 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

Re:  Muir Heritage Land Trust Grant Proposal 

Dear Chair Bosco, 

I am writing in support of the grant request to the Coastal Conservancy to fund the West Hills Farm 
property acquisition in Contra Costa County by the Muir Heritage Land Trust (MHLT). Acquisition of 
West Hills Farm meets the goals and objectives of the San Francisco Bay Area Conservancy Program by 
protecting natural habitat of regional significance while providing public access and recreational 
opportunities to the surrounding communities. 

This 44-acre biologically-rich property was once home to a ranch and farm owned by John Swett, the 
father of California’s public school system.  John Swett was a close friend of John Muir’s and the two 
visited each other frequently.  The parcel of land is directly contiguous to the U.S. National Park Service 
John Muir National Historic Site 325-acre Mount Wanda, which was acquired for the NPS in 1991 when 
Muir Heritage Land Trust stepped in to save the property for public use by pledging the funds to 
accomplish its purchase.  

MHLT’s purchase of the West Hills Farm property will protect wildlife habitat, and water and air quality, 
and preserve its historic nature. The acquisition will also expand the Muir Historic Site on its southern 
boundary and create trail systems for hikers, bikers and equestrians, including connections to the 550-
mile Bay Area Ridge Trail and nearby MHLT protected lands.  Visitors will enjoy stunning views of 
Briones Regional Park and the Alhambra Hills from the property’s hilltops. 
  
West Hills Farm lies within the Alhambra Creek watershed, and protecting it means that valuable 
waterways and water quality will also be preserved. Strentzel Creek, named after John Muir’s father-in-
law, traverses the land and flows into Alhambra Creek.  Muir often walked the property with his two 
daughters to admire the coast live oak, blue oak, valley oak, and bay trees that grow there, as well as the 
native shrubs, perennials, grasses and annual wildflowers that punctuate its grassy hillsides.  

The property is linked to the Franklin Ridge corridor, which provides varied terrain and unbroken habitat 
for native wildlife, including the Alameda whipsnake — a federally listed threatened species — plus 
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California red-legged frog and western pond turtle, as well as rich foraging grounds for Cooper’s hawk, 
white-tailed kite, northern harrier, golden eagles and red-tailed hawk. 

Completion of this project will benefit riparian habitat and several endangered species, as well as offer 
recreational and interpretive opportunities that will enhance the health and well being of Contra Costa 
County residents. This project will have immediate and lasting benefits to the ecosystem and 
community.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this grant request. 

 
Sincerely, 

  

Janet McBride 
Executive Director 

cc:           Melanie Denninger, Project Manager 
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