
             

             

             

             

              

            

November 24, 2014 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 

Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Dear Chair Bosco, 

 

This letter is to express my support for a grant of $646,500 to the Coastal San Luis Resources 

Conservation District to acquire an 82 acre property located along Los Osos Creek in the Morro 

Bay Watershed.   

  

The Morro Bay estuary extends more than 48,000 acres through Morro Bay and Los Osos.  The 

funds requested would be used to pursue future restoration of the creek’s wetland and riparian 

habitats. 

 

This project is part of an on-going effort to enhance the water quality of the existing estuary 

habitat through cost-effective and sustainable environmental control measures and the Coastal 

San Luis Obispo Conservation District has a history of success with restoration projects.  I ask 

that you give all due consideration to its application for funds to acquire 82 acres along Los Osos 

Creek in the Morro Bay watershed.   

 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Sincerely, 

M 
WILLIAM W. MONNING 

Senator, 17
th

 District  

WWM:aa 

 

SENATE CAPITOL OFFICE 
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 4066 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 
PHONE: (916) 651-4017 

 
MONTEREY DISTRICT OFFICE 
99 PACIFIC AVE., SUITE 575-F 

MONTEREY, CA 93940 
PHONE: (831) 657-6315 

 
SAN LUIS OBISPO DISTRICT OFFICE 

1026 PALM STREET, SUITE-201 
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93401 

PHONE: (805) 549-3784 
 

GILROY DISTRICT OFFICE 
7800 ARROYO CIRCLE, SUITE-A 

GILROY, CA 95020 
PHONE: (408) 847-6101 

 
SANTA CRUZ DISTRICT OFFICE 

701 OCEAN STREET, SUITE 318-A 
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060 
PHONE: (831) 425-0401 

 
WEB: http://sd17.senate.ca.gov/  
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November 14, 2014 

 
Doug Bosco, Chair 
Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

I am writing to urge your board to support a request to disburse up to $646,500, including 
over $510,000 from the USFWS National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Program, to the 
Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District (RCD) to acquire the 82-acre Morrissey 
Ranch property located along Los Osos Creek in the Morro Bay watershed, and to prepare 
a plan for its future restoration and management.   

Acquiring fee title to the property would enable the RCD to pursue future restoration of 
the creek’s wetland and riparian habitats.  Today a dirt road cuts through the site’s creek 
corridor and ongoing maintenance disturbs the creek’s wetland and riparian habitat, 
including habitat for the federally-listed south-central California steelhead and tidewater 
goby.  This road also adds sediment into the creek thereby exacerbating sedimentation of 
the Morro Bay National Estuary.  Once the property is acquired, the RCD intends to 
remove the road. This would eliminate disturbance to the creek’s wetlands and reduce 
sediment flows downstream and into the estuary. 

Since the early 1980’s the RCD has enjoyed a productive partnership with the Conservancy 
working on land acquisition and restoration projects in the Morro Bay watershed and 
elsewhere in San Luis Obispo County.  The RCD has been an important partner of the 
Morro Bay National Estuary Program. The RCD staff and its board have maintained a 
consistent presence in the region and have a long record of success.  Today, their staff and 
board continue to demonstrate the capacity to effectively develop and implement high 
priority projects such as this one.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Adrienne Harris 
Executive Director 
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