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February 5, 2015     
 
 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re: Support for Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
I strongly support the Coastal Conservancy’s grant for construction of the Dutch 
Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project. The Conservancy’s $2,750,000 grant is 
critical as a match for the $1,400,000 grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and the $1,000,000 grant from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The 
federal and Conservancy grants will augment significant funding from the California 
Department of Water Resources and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
These agencies and others have been working collaboratively for many years to 
bring this important project to fruition. 
 
The project will restore tidal marsh and associated wetland, riparian, and terrestrial 
habitats and natural ecological processes on 1,178 acres in the City of Oakley. It will 
be the first large-scale tidal wetland restoration in the Delta, providing critically-
needed habitat for native fish and wildlife, including rapidly-declining species such 
as Chinook salmon and Sacramento splittail. The project will contribute to the 
scientific understanding of marsh restoration, providing valuable information for 
other restoration efforts in the Delta. It will also provide public access to the Delta 
shoreline and offer recreational opportunities complementing the adjacent 
proposed City of Oakley Community Park and the Big Break Regional Shoreline. 
 
Numerous planning processes, including the CALFED Bay-Delta Program’s 
Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan, Interagency Ecological Program, Bay Delta 
Conservation Plan, Delta Stewardship Council’s Delta Plan, and Delta Vision 
Strategic Plan, have identified restoration of tidal marsh as integral to improving the 
health of the Delta ecosystem. Without action, the Delta ecosystem will continue to 
deteriorate. It is therefore imperative for the Conservancy to provide funding to 
enable this much-needed project to be implemented. 
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Sincerely, 

 
Campbell Ingram 
Executive Officer 
 
cc: Jeff Melby, Project Manager  
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Douglas Bosco, Chair       March 4, 2015 

State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Re: Support for Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 

American Rivers supports the Dutch Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration Project and urges 

the Coastal Conservancy to approve a $2,750,000 grant to expedite construction. The 

grant is critical as a match for the $1,400,000 grant from the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency and the $1,000,000 grant from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The 

federal and Conservancy grants will augment significant funding from the California 

Department of Water Resources (DWR) and the California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife. These agencies and others have been working collaboratively for many years to 

bring this important project to fruition. 

 

I have personally worked with Coastal Conservancy staff to advance the Dutch Slough 

project over the last 15 years and am very grateful for the Conservancy’s continuing 

leadership and support. Your additional support at this time will make Dutch Slough the 

first large-scale, freshwater tidal wetland restoration project in the Delta and California, 

providing critically-needed habitat for native fish and wildlife, including rapidly-

declining species such as Chinook salmon and Sacramento splittail. In addition to 

restoring over 1,000 acres of freshwater tidal marsh and associated habitats, the project 

will contribute to the scientific understanding of marsh restoration and its role in 

sustaining fisheries and the larger Delta ecosystem. Due to the Coastal Conservancy’s 

early leadership, the project will also provide public access to the Delta shoreline and 

associated recreational opportunities for people throughout the region. 

 

The Dutch Slough Project would not exist without the Coastal Conservancy’s early 

support and leadership.  The Coastal Conservancy was the first public funder of the 

project and has played a critical role ever since.  Your continued support is necessary to 

finish the great work you have started.  Thank you for both your financial support and 

your pioneering leadership. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John R. Cain 

      Conservation Director 

      Berkeley, CA 

 

cc: Jeff Melby, Project Manager 
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