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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Golden Gate National Recreation Area

Fort Mason, San Francisco, California 94123

IN REPLY REFER TO:

L7019 (GOGA-PL)
MAR 13 2015

Doug Bosco, Chairman
Attn: Janet Diehl
California State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Pedro Point Headlands, San Mateo County

Dear Mr. Bosco:

We are writing to express our support to transfer the Pedro Point Headlands (Headlands) property on the San Mateo
County coast to San Mateo County Parks (County Parks). At approximately 250 acres, this spectacular coastal
parkland connects the southern boundary of Pacificato Devil’s Slide. Although currently management is shared by
the Coastal Conservancy and the City of Pacifica, it is our understanding that San Mateo County Parks intends to
acquire the Pedro Point Headlands and manage it as part of the county park system.

Following the recent and successful completion of the Devil’s Slide Trail, which is contiguous to the Headlands
and managed by County Parks, they are well-suited to acquire the property. With proper management and
dedicated resources, the opportunity exists to complete a critical gap in the California Coastal Trail and ensure
continued stewardship of the park. The Headlands includes one of the most undisturbed stands of native grasslands
on the California coast, a small network of trails, and has been maintained by the Pacifica Land Trust through

generous funding from the Coastal Conservancy and support from numerous dedicated volunteers. County Parks

will be able to build upon this momentum and provide effective and consistent land management of the Headlands.

As a fellow land manager on the San Mateo County coast, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA)
supports continued protection of resources throughout the county. This transfer will provide the necessary
dedication to protect natural and cultural resources as well as many wildlife species. In addition, management of
this property by County Parks would further establish the open space network and provide connectivity between
parks and to the communities that surround them.

As you may know, the Pedro Point Headlands property was previously considered for inclusion into the national
park system as part of GGNRA. Although the resources were not available to transfer the property to GGNRA, we
are confident that County Parks will successfully manage the property, as they have done with their other 20-plus
parks sites throughout the county.

On behalf of Golden Gate National Recreation Area, we would like to express our appreciation for the management
and continued stewardship of the Pedro Point Headlands by the Coastal Conservancy, and fully support the
proposal to transition the property to County Parks.

Carey P
Acting Deputy Superintendent
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Neil Merrilees 

160 Marine Boulevard 
Moss Beach, CA  94038 

(650) 728-3813 
 
February 25, 2015 
 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA  94612-2530 
 
 
RE:  Transfer of Pedro Point Headlands to San Mateo County  
 
Dear Chairman Bosco, 
 
 
As a Commissioner serving on San Mateo County Parks and Recreation Commission,  I support the addition 
of the Pedro Point Headlands into the San Mateo County Park system.  I appreciate of the long-term efforts of 
the Coastal Conservancy to acquire these parcels and underwrite ongoing restoration efforts. Your partnership 
with Peninsula Open Space Trust, Trust for Public Land, City of Pacifica and Pacifica Land Trust is a great 
model for land preservation.   I welcome the opportunity to recommend accepting these parcels on behalf of 
the current and future park users and supporters of San Mateo County Parks. 
 
Since San Mateo County Parks opened the Devil’s Slide Trail in March 2014, we’ve all looked forward to an 
opportunity to continue the California Coastal Trail into the City of Pacifica. The Pedro Point Headlands are 
an extraordinary property that extends these protected lands while providing native habitat for many plant 
and animal species as well as superb recreational trails for hikers, equestrians and cyclists.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Neil Merrilees 
Commissioner, District 3 
 
CC: Marlene Finley, Parks Director; Janet Deihl, Coastal Conservancy 
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• Coyote Point Marina 

• Coyote Point Recreation Area 

• Crystal Springs Regional Trail 

• Devil’s Slide Trail 

• Edgewood Park & Preserve 

• Fitzgerald Marine Reserve 

• Flood Park 

• Friendship Park 

• Heritage Grove 

• Huddart Park 

• Junipero Serra Park 

• Memorial Park 

• Mirada Surf 

• Moss Beach Park 

• Pescadero Creek Park 

• Pillar Point Marsh 

• Quarry Park 

• Sam McDonald Park 

• San Bruno Mountain Park 

• Sanchez Adobe 

• San Pedro Valley Park 

• Sawyer Camp Trail 

• Woodside Store 

• Wunderlich Park 

 
 
Board of Directors 

Mary DeLong, Chair 

Diana Enriquez-Field 

Lyndall Erb 

Hertha Harrington  

Justin Knowles 

Christy Morrill 

Dave Pine 

Katy Rhoades 

 

 

Executive Director 

Julia Bott 

 
215 Bay Road 
Menlo Park CA 94025 
(650)321-5812 
info@SupportParks.org 
www.SupportParks.org 

 

March 5, 2015 

 

Douglas Bosco 

Chairman, California Coastal Conservancy  

1330 Broadway, #1300 

Oakland CA 94612 

 

  Re:  Support for Conveyance of Pedro Point Headlands Property to San   

         Mateo County Parks 

 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

 

The San Mateo County Parks Foundation supports the conveyance of Pedro 

Point Headlands Property to San Mateo County Parks. 

 

The San Mateo County Parks Foundation has the mission to inspire people 

to learn about, care for and enjoy our County Parks. We are supported by 

an active membership of over 4,000 families as well as numerous local 

businesses, worldwide corporations and philanthropic foundations.  

 

We continue to receive wonderful feedback on the Devil’s Slide Trail.  We 

also hear numerous request for connecting trails to the properties on the 

north and south. Conveyance of Pedro Point Headlands Property to San 

Mateo County Parks is an important first step in expanding access. 

 

Thanks to the trail’s functional design and well placed amenities, the trail 

provides wonderful opportunities for people to enjoy nature, stunning 

views and learn more about the natural history and local stories of that 

make the San Mateo County Coast unique. The trail serves as both a once-

in-a-lifetime destination and a trail frequently visited by local residents  

 

Merging the views of a diverse community of users who are also creative, 

eclectic and very protective of their local community into a design that 

everyone thinks is fantastic is a strong testament to the listening skills and 

creative solutions that the San Mateo County Parks and their consultants 

put to work during the process. San Mateo County Parks’ track record with 

the Devil’s Slide Trail as well as with the almost 18,000 acres they manage 

makes them the perfect agency to accept the lands.  

 

The Devil’s Slide Trail is an invaluable resource for San Mateo County, the 

greater Bay Area, and the national and international visitors to our region.  

The addition of the lands for connecting trails will expand and enhance the 

visitor’s experience. 

 

Sincerely 

 
 

Julia Bott 

Executive Director 
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