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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

C O U N T Y  O F  H U M B O L D T  
 

MAILING ADDRESS: 1106 SECOND STREET, EUREKA, CA 95501-0579 
AREA CODE 707 

 
  

ARCATA-EUREKA AIRPORT TERMINAL 
McKINLEYVILLE 

FAX 839-3596 
 

PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING 
SECOND & L ST., EUREKA 

FAX 445-7409 
 

CLARK COMPLEX 
HARRIS & H ST., EUREKA 

FAX 445-7388 
AVIATION 839-5401  ADMINISTRATION 445-7491 NATURAL RESOURCES 445-7741  LAND USE 445-7205 
   BUSINESS 445-7652 NATURAL RESOURCES PLANNING 267-9540    
   ENGINEERING 445-7377 PARKS 445-7651    
   FACILITY MAINTENANCE 445-7493 ROADS & EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE 445-7421    

 
June 13, 2015 
 
Douglas Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 
Attn: Michael Bowen 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
Re: Support Letter for the 2015 Implementation of the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
I am writing to convey strong support for the Humboldt County Resource Conservation District’s funding 
request for the 2015 implementation of the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project.  The County of 
Humboldt recognizes the tremendous potential to enhance fish and wildlife habitat by restoring the historic 
Salt River channel and estuary, while at the same time greatly reducing the duration and severity of flooding 
in the project area.  The loss of the Salt River channel through sedimentation has led to significant flooding 
problems which impose severe economic burdens on farmers and residents in the project area, as well as 
adversely affecting County roads and bridges.  In this sense, the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project 
will deliver substantial benefits for the environment, agriculture, and public infrastructure. 
 
In support of the project, this summer the Humboldt County Public Works Department is replacing the Port 
Kenyon Road crossing over Francis Creek (the second largest tributary to the Salt River), in order to improve 
anadromous fish passage, enhance sediment transport, and reduce severe nuisance flooding.  In 2010 and 
2011, Humboldt County Public Works Department carried out emergency work to alleviate the public safety 
hazard on Port Kenyon Road associated with flooding and sedimentation.  Since 2007, the County has 
operated a monitoring station on Francis Creek. 
 
Humboldt County has worked closely with the Humboldt County RCD on their Salt River programs and 
projects.  The Humboldt County RCD has a strong track record of working with local residents, agricultural 
producers, public agencies, and non-profit organizations.  With the Conservancy’s strong and longstanding 
support, the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project has achieve substantial success in the initial 
construction phases.  However, the work is incomplete and must continue to achieve sustainable conditions.  
Humboldt County supports the Humboldt County RCD’s funding application for 2015 implementation, and 
we look forward to continuing the work to achieve the vision of a dynamic, resilient, and thriving Salt River. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
___________________ 
Hank Seemann 
Deputy-Director (Environmental Services) 
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City of Ferndale 
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834 Main Street * P.O. Box 1095 * Ferndale, CA 95536 

Phone (707) 786-4224 * Fax (707) 786-9314 

Email:  citymanager@ci.ferndale.ca.us * Web page: http://ci.ferndale.ca.us 
 

 

 

 

June 8, 2015 

 

To:  Ho. Douglas Bosco, Chair 

State Coastal Conservancy 

Attn: Michael Bowen 

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 

Oakland, CA 94612-2530 

 

 

Re: Support Letter for the 2015 Implementation of the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco, 

 

 The City of Ferndale is very supportive of the Humboldt County Resource Conservation 

District’s proposed 2015 implementation of the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project.  We 

recognize the tremendous potential to enhance fish and wildlife habitat by restoring the historic 

Salt River channel and estuary, while at the same time greatly reducing the duration of flooding 

in the project area.  The loss of the Salt River channel has led to significant flooding problems 

which impose severe economic burdens on farmers and residents in an outside the project area.  

The routine flooding also imperils the compliant operation of the City of Ferndale’s wastewater 

treatment plant which has Francis Creek and the Salt River designated as its receiving body of 

water .  This facility depends on upon the success of the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration 

Project.  In this sense, the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project will be a win-win for the 

environment and agriculture, and for Ferndale area residents. 

  

 We respectfully encourage you to support The Humboldt County Resource Conservation 

District’s efforts to restore the Salt River channel in 2015; for its habitat restoration, flood 

damage reduction, and economic revitalization potentials. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jay Parrish  

City Manager 
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