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April 15,2015

Douglas Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Support for the Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint Project

Chairman Bosco and Commissioners:

I want to take this opportunity to express my strong support for the application for a grant from
the State Coastal Conservancy by the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County for a Conservation
Blueprint that will encompass the entire Santa Barbara County which, in spite of its varied
geography, significant agricultural economy, diverse and rich natural resources and abundant
undeveloped open space, has no such report.

The goal of the Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint Project is to create a comprehensive
county-wide plan that identifies conservation values and prioritizes conservation opportunities.

This proactive effort represents a strategic approach to land conservation that focuses upon
preserving and enhancing biodiversity and ecosystem interactions, promoting resiliency to climate
change through protecting habitat and valuable open space. Not only will this process involve the
collection and compilation of existing data, now currently underway, but it also includes an
important outreach process that will involve a variety of stakeholders, from land conservation
groups to government entities to advocacy groups. This inclusive outreach process will result in the
receipt of input and knowledge from a broad segment of the community which will help identify
community conservation priorities.

The Land Trust, which has a respectable reputation in Santa Barbara County, will be working
closely with the Santa Barbara Foundation's Landscapes, Ecosystems, Agriculture and Food
(LEAF) Initiative on the Conservation Blueprint. Together, the Land Trust and the Santa Barbara
Foundation have already received the bulk of the funding needed to move this project forward. A
$75,000 grant from the Coastal Conservancy will put them that much closer to their goal and
encourage others to close the funding gap for this innovative project.
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Again, I urge you to give the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County's grant request your full and fair
consideration, consistent with all relevant rules and regulations. If you have any questions, please
fecl free to contact Wendy Motta in my Santa Barbara District Office, at (805) 730-1710.

Sincerely,

LOIS CAPPS
Member of Congress
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April 24, 2015

Douglas Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Support for the Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint Project

Dear Chairman Bosco and Commissioners:

On behalf of the Environmental Defense Center (“EDC”), | am pleased to submit this
letter expressing our support for the Land Trust for Santa Barbara County's application for a
$75,000 grant from the State Coastal Conservancy for the Santa Barbara County Conservation
Blueprint Project. The EDC is a public interest law firm headquartered in Santa Barbara that
represents community organizations dedicated to a wide variety of environmental causes. Since
1997, the EDC has been proud to advance environmental protection efforts in Santa Barbara,
Ventura, and San Luis Obispo Counties.

Funds from this grant would be used to help complete a Conservation Blueprint for Santa
Barbara County, which was launched earlier this year in conjunction with the Santa Barbara
Foundation's Landscapes, Ecosystems, Agriculture and Food (“LEAF”) Initiative. In spite of
Santa Barbara County's varied geography, significant agricultural economy, diverse and rich
natural resources and abundant undeveloped open space, no comprehensive report describing
those resources currently exists. The Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint will remedy
that situation by creating a product that identifies those conservation values and prioritizes
conservation opportunities. The Blueprint will focus on identifying, mapping and analyzing all
natural resources in the County, including habitats, wildlife corridors and watersheds, as well as
agricultural soils. This effort will also seek to identify recreational lands that should be available
to the public for access, while protecting more biologically sensitive lands.

Developing the Conservation Blueprint will also incorporate an important outreach
process that will involve a variety of stakeholders, from land conservation groups to government
entities to advocacy groups, including the EDC. While the outreach process will be geared to
obtain input and knowledge from all stakeholders, it will also provide a mechanism to heighten
awareness of land conservation issues within a broad segment of the community.
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April 24, 2015
Re: Santa Barbara County Conservation Blueprint Project
Page 2

Most of the funding needed to move this project forward has already been raised by the
Land Trust and the Santa Barbara Foundation. However, a $75,000 grant from the Coastal
Conservancy will put them that much closer to their goal and encourage others to close the
funding gap for this very innovative project.

It is for these reasons that | strongly encourage you to approve this grant request. If you
have any questions regarding the EDC's support for this project, please feel free to contact me at
(805) 963-1622.

Sincerely,

Linda Krop
Chief Counsel
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