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Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer  
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
Re: Letter of Support for Habitat Restoration Grant Application – The Nature 
Conservancy’s Santa Clara River Hanson Riparian Restoration Project   
 
 
I am writing to support The Nature Conservancy’s application to the California State Coastal 
Conservancy for funds to restore 238-acres of riparian floodplain on the Santa Clara River 
in Ventura County.  
 
The Santa Clara River is one of the most important and most intact river systems in 
southern California. A vital source of fresh water for the community and farmers, the 1,600-
square mile watershed also supports 38 species on the state or federal threatened or 
endangered lists, and hundreds more migratory and resident species. Since 1999, The 
Nature Conservancy and partners have protected over 3,300 acres of the Santa Clara River 
and is now poised to begin large scale habitat restoration along the river’s floodplain.  
 
The proposed restoration project on The Nature Conservancy’s Hanson property will 
accomplish two goals: 1) restore riparian floodplain habitats to complement adjacent 
remnant and restored habitat, and 2) promote the recovery of migratory and resident birds, 
fish and other aquatic and terrestrial species. Targeting efforts to large, contiguous nodes of 
river floodplain, like the Hanson property, ensures that the effort expended in exotics 
removal and habitat restoration results in the enhancement of larger blocks of adjoining 
native habitat. Moreover, this project will provide benefits to the 18 million people who live 
within an hour’s drive of the property, including improved water quality and quantity, flood 
damage reduction, increased recreational opportunities, and improved aesthetics. 
 
I strongly encourage you to support The Nature Conservancy’s grant proposal for the 
Hanson Riparian Restoration Project.   
 
Sincerely, 

W 
DAS WILLIAMS 
Assemblymember, California State Assembly 37th District 
 
 
Cc: Lily Verdone, Project Director, The Nature Conservancy 
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