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May 20, 2015 
 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chair 
California State Coastal Conservancy 1330 Broadway, Floor 13 
Oakland, CA 94612 

 
RE: Letter of Support for "Regional Strategy for the Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project" 

 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 
I am pleased to provide this letter supporting the San Francisco Estuary Institute (SFEI) – Aquatic Science Center (ASC) 
grant application to provide technical assistance to update the “Regional Strategy for the Southern California 
Wetlands Recovery Project”. This grant would fund the development of decision-making guidance to support 
restoration and management of tidal wetlands in Southern California. 
 
SFEI has been a vital project partner in the National Estuarine Research Reserve’s Science Collaborative “Temporal 
Investigations of Marsh Ecosystems” (TIME) Project. For the past three years, the TIME Project has been 
synthesizing information from the past, present, and future to steer wetland recovery at the Tijuana Estuary.  Lessons 
learned, including those from SFEI’s historical ecology study and efforts to consider ecosystem services, are targeted 
to inform efforts at a regional level with the Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project (WRP) as an intended 
user. Significant investment has been made at the Tijuana Estuary to consider climate change and future scenarios and 
we are encouraged to see such a strong commitment at the regional level to consider these challenges. 
 
SFEI’s continued leadership in engaging with efforts to advance efforts of the WRP and its Regional Strategy 
document, the core guidance document for the collaborative efforts of the many partner organizations that make up the 
WRP, is a natural transition. As a member of the WRP’s Regional Strategy Update Committee, I am aware that the 
update will include the consideration of climate change, development of regional habitat goals for coastal wetlands and 
guidance for selection, and design and prioritization of site-specific restoration projects – and am confident that each of 
these areas can be well informed by ASC’s technical expertise.   

 
The project will also support local wetland regulatory and management programs in our region by providing products 
to help make more informed decisions about restoration of southern Californian wetlands – these tools will be very 
useful at the Tijuana Estuary for its future planning of the Tijuana Estuary Tidal Restoration Project. Additionally, 
integrating new science and future challenges into wetland restoration strategies in the Southern California region will 
help us to carry out the State’s goals of increasing the abundance and diversity of California’s wetlands and riparian 
areas, and sustaining and enhancing the delivery of ecosystem services. 
 
We look forward to the SFEI’s Aquatic Science Center contribution to the regional resilience of our coastal 
ecosystems and encourage a favorable review of their application.   

 
Sincerely,  

 
Kristen Goodrich, Coastal Training Program Coordinator, TIME Project Coordinator 
email: kgoodrich@trnerr.org; ph: 619.575.3613 x314 
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