
January 12, 2015 

 

George Dondero 

Executive Director 

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Comission 

1523 Pacific Avenue 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

 

RE: Federal Lands Access Program Grant Application for Monterey Bay 

Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) 

 

The Land Trust of Santa Cruz County strongly supports the Santa Cruz 

County Regional Transportation Commission’s MBSST project. At its 

December 19, 2014 meeting our Board of Trustees voted to commit 

$3,000,000 in matching funds for this project. These funds will be made 

available by January 2016, unless they are required earlier. 

 

The Land Trust’s interest is built upon the trail’s connections to three 

Land Trust properties and on its commitment to increase public access to 

all protected lands in the county. This commitment is a key component 

of  the Land Trust’s Conservation Blueprint, a 25-year vision for 

conservation in our county and with our current Strategic Plan. 

 

In the past two years the Land Trust has raised $14.5 million for capital 

projects and will launch a capital campaign later this year to raise at least 

$15 million more. The Land Trust has the funds on hand currently to 

fund the $3,000,000 match and is confident we will be able to raise that 

amount for the MBSST by January 2016. 

 

The Land Trust is excited by this valuable project to improve access and 

mobility along the coast and encourage you to grant the Santa Cruz 

County Regional Transportation Commission’s Federal Lands Access 

Program funding request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Terry Corwin 

President and CEO 
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 January 23, 2015 

 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Federal Highway Administration 

Central Federal Lands Highway Division 

Attn: Morgan Malley, Transportation Planner 

12300 Dakota Avenue, Suite 380B 

Lakewood, CO 80228 

 

Re:  Support for Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) Grant Request 

   

Dear Ms. Malley: 

 

This letter is to express my support for the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation 

Commission’s request for approximately $5 million in funding for the Monterey Bay Sanctuary 

Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) project. When fully developed, this multi-use bicycle/pedestrian 

trail will provide both local residents and the many visitors to Santa Cruz County, a sustainable 

transportation option for accessing some of the area’s most stunning beaches, coastal hills and 

redwood forests.    

 

The benefits provided by the MBSST are at the heart of what federal, state and local programs 

are aiming to achieve in funding transportation systems that are sustainable. This trail system 

will transform transportation in Santa Cruz County by offering safer, greener, and healthier 

options for bicycling and walking. Residential areas will be connected to employment districts, 

schools, downtown areas, parks, beaches, and community centers that line the coast.  

 

The segment of the MBSST that is being proposed for funding in this grant will provide bicycle, 

pedestrian and potentially equestrian pathways to the north coast of Santa Cruz County for 

accessing the U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) California Coastal National 

Monuments and the newly acquired Coast Dairies property, as well as the Monterey Bay 

National Marine Sanctuary. The MBSST project also furthers the requirements of Senate Bill 

908 to complete the California Coastal Trail through Santa Cruz County.  

 

I am pleased to offer my support of this valuable project and respectfully ask that you give all 

due consideration to the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportations Commission’s request for 

funding.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration 

     

Sincerely,  

 

 

WILLIAM W. MONNING                             

Senator, 17th District     

 

WWM:nc 

SENATE CAPITOL OFFICE 
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 4066 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 
PHONE: (916) 651-4017 

 
MONTEREY DISTRICT OFFICE 
99 PACIFIC AVE., SUITE 575-F 

MONTEREY, CA 93940 
PHONE: (831) 657-6315 

 
SAN LUIS OBISPO DISTRICT OFFICE 

1026 PALM STREET, SUITE-201 
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93401 

PHONE: (805) 549-3784 
 

GILROY DISTRICT OFFICE 
7800 ARROYO CIRCLE, SUITE-A 

GILROY, CA 95020 
PHONE: (408) 847-6101 

 
SANTA CRUZ DISTRICT OFFICE 

701 OCEAN STREET, SUITE 318-A 
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060 
PHONE: (831) 425-0401 

 
WEB: http://sd17.senate.ca.gov/  
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COMMUNITY TRAFFIC SAFETY COALITION 
of  SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

 

www.sctrafficsafety.org        www.facebook.com/sctrafficsafety        CTSC@health.co.santa-cruz.ca.us        (831) 454-4141 

 

 

c/o Community Health Education, Santa Cruz County Health Services Agency, 1070 Emeline Ave, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

 

Mr. George Dondero, Executive Director      January 23, 2015 

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 

1523 Pacific Ave. 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

 

Re: Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) –Letter of Support  

   

Dear Mr. Dondero: 

 

On behalf of the Community Traffic Safety Coalition (CTSC) of Santa Cruz County, it is my pleasure to write 

a letter of support for the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission’s (RTC) Monterey Bay 

Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) project and grant application. Santa Cruz County is in great need 

of an accessible and protected active transportation system for bicyclists and pedestrians along the coast 

north of Santa Cruz County. State Route 1, with limited shoulders and high speeds, is currently the only travel 

route along this section of the coast. 

 

The mission of the CTSC is to reduce traffic-related injuries while promoting the use of alternative modes of 

transportation. The primary focus is on bicycle and pedestrian safety issues. The CTSC educates all road users 

in safety practices to decrease the risk and severity of collisions and advocates for improved conditions to 

make all methods of transportation safer. With high rates of bicycle and pedestrian injuries and fatalities in 

Santa Cruz County, the CTSC has long partnered with the RTC to improve transportation conditions for all 

road users. 

 

Approximately 50% of the population in Santa Cruz County live within a mile of the planned MBSST trail. 

The trail network will provide a healthy, safe, and sustainable bicycle and pedestrian facility connecting 

residential areas to employment, schools, shopping, city centers, parks, and beaches. A bicycle/pedestrian trail 

up the north coast will allow both locals and visitors to Santa Cruz County a healthy, safe, and sustainable 

option for accessing the beaches, coast hills and redwood forests of the federal lands north of Santa Cruz. 

 

The CTSC offers our support for the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail System and highly recommends 

giving this funding request every consideration.     

Sincerely,  

 

Elise Ehrheart, Co-Chair 
Community Traffic Safety Coalition of Santa Cruz County 
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January 20, 2015 

 

Mr. George Dondero 
Executive Director 
Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 
1523 Pacific Ave. 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
 
Re: Federal Lands Access Program Grant Application for Monterey Bay 
Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST)  
   
Dear Mr. Dondero: 
 
On behalf of Santa Cruz County Friends of the Rail & Trail (FORT), I am writing to 
support the Federal Lands Access Program grant application for the Santa Cruz 
County Regional Transportation Commission’s Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic 
Trail Network (MBSST) project. With the purchase of the rail line that runs the 32 
mile length of Santa Cruz County, we have an incredible opportunity to develop a 
bicycle and pedestrian trail that will provide public access to California’s coastline and 
Federal Lands as well as connect residential areas to employment districts, schools, 
downtown areas, parks, beaches, and community centers that line the coast. Well-
designed hiking, biking and equestrian trails are essential for quality of life and 
provide opportunities to enjoy nature without endangering sensitive habitat.  
 
The citizens, organizations and public agencies of Santa Cruz County including Friends 
of the Rail & Trail know how beneficial this trail will be for our community and have 
come together to develop strategies for implementation. The Trail Network Master 
Plan was developed over a three year period with extensive public and stakeholder 
engagement including multiple public workshops to seek community priorities and 
preferences. The RTC adopted a Trail Network Final Master Plan in the fall of 2013 and 
a revision in February, 2014. The City of Santa Cruz, Watsonville, Capitola and the 
County have all expressed their commitment to building the trail. The community has 
expressed their interest in the project through hundreds of letters of support to the 
RTC and $150,000 in donations and pledges to Friends of the Rail & Trail to be used in 
building the trail and other supporting activities. The Land Trust of Santa Cruz County 
also pledged $260K to the project and will be initiating a multi-million dollar 
fundraising campaign. The first two segments of the trail have already been funded 
and construction will be underway within a year. The extensive amount of local 
matching funds for this project is evidence of the broad interest on the part of many 
stakeholders and community members to build this trail. Let’s keep this momentum 
going and construct a large segment of this trail for all to realize the incredible 
resource the MBSST can be for our county! By funding the project proposed in this 
grant application, there will be a total of 4.6 more miles of paved and 1.7 more miles 
of unpaved spur trails that will continue the trail from the San Lorenzo River in the 
City of Santa Cruz to the Coast Dairies properties on the north coast. 
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Friends of the Rail & Trail is a local group that has been working for some 15 years to 
promote and support the construction of the rail trail. With the continued increase of 
biking in Santa Cruz County this section of trail will provide convenient sustainable 
transportation access to federal lands. We believe the rail trail will provide significant 
environmental and economic sustainability benefits to the region and state. 
 
Friends of the Rail & Trail urges approval of this funding request. Together, we can 
build a future that is safer, greener, healthier and more economically vital while 
connecting our residents and visitors like never before.  
 

Sincerely, 

!

	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
Maura	  Noel	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
Friends	  of	  the	  Rail	  &	  Trail	  	  	  	  	   	   	  	  
Board	  President	   	   	  
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1/27/15 
 
I am writing on behalf of a community campaign to gain National Monument status 
for the property historically known as ‘Coast Dairies’, north of Wilder Ranch State 
Park, and south of Swanton and eastward of highway 1. 
 
The campaign itself is not the landowner’s, and cannot speak on behalf of the 
landowner.  The campaign however is being broadly supported throughout the 
community.  We envision a successful, and cherished national monument in our 
community, supported by transportation means, such as the coast trail project, as 
well as private automobiles and other forms of roadway use. 
 
We agree wholeheartedly with everything Congresswoman Anna Eshoo said in her 
letter in support of the project, the Federal Highway Administration, on January 26, 
2015. 
 
The Santa Cruz Redwoods National Monument will attract visitors from the 
Monterey Bay Area, who will arrive from the south, and visitors coming from the 
north.  The trail project is ideally suited to facilitate convenient access for those 
choosing an alternative to cars and busses to visit the Monument. 
 
An unscientific, but most likely obvious fact is the Santa Cruz Redwoods National 
Monument experience would be enhanced by creation of the trail project. 
 
Best Success, 
 
 
/s/ 
Stephen Reed 
SANTA CRUZ REDWOODS NATIONAL MONUMENT 
Campaign Manager 
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