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January 12, 2015

George Dondero

Executive Director

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Comission
1523 Pacific Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

RE: Federal Lands Access Program Grant Application for Monterey Bay
Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST)

The Land Trust of Santa Cruz County strongly supports the Santa Cruz
County Regional Transportation Commission’s MBSST project. At its
December 19, 2014 meeting our Board of Trustees voted to commit
$3,000,000 in matching funds for this project. These funds will be made
available by January 2016, unless they are required earlier.

The Land Trust’s interest is built upon the trail’s connections to three
Land Trust properties and on its commitment to increase public access to
all protected lands in the county. This commitment is a key component
of the Land Trust’s Conservation Blueprint, a 25-year vision for
conservation in our county and with our current Strategic Plan.

In the past two years the Land Trust has raised $14.5 million for capital
projects and will launch a capital campaign later this year to raise at least
$15 million more. The Land Trust has the funds on hand currently to
fund the $3,000,000 match and is confident we will be able to raise that
amount for the MBSST by January 2016.

The Land Trust is excited by this valuable project to improve access and
mobility along the coast and encourage you to grant the Santa Cruz
County Regional Transportation Commission’s Federal Lands Access
Program funding request.

/\@(\@W\/\JM

Terry Cor
President and CEO
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County of Santa Cruz

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

701 OCEAN STREET, ROOM 410, SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060-4070
(831) 454-2160 FAX (831) 454-2385 TDD (831) 454.2123

JOHN J. PRESLEIGH
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

January §, 2015

GEORGE DONDERQ

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
1523 Pacific Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

SUBJECT: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MONTEREY BAY SANCTUARY SCENIC
TRAIL NETWORK

Dear Mr. Dondero:

The County of Santa Cruz would like to express our support for the Santa Cruz
County Regional Transportation Commission’s Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network
(MBSST) project. Santa Cruz County, as a major tourist destination, will benefit from a
bicycle/pedestrian trail to provide bicycling and pedestrian options for accessing the many
attractions of Santa Cruz County. Demand for adventure and health-oriented destinations from
both locals and visitors alike is growing rapidly. Running, biking and hiking trails, and accessible
experiences in nature are becoming more and more sought after. The MBSST will help Santa
Cruz County to serve this need and benefit from its consequent economic value.

There is an incredible potential for attracting significant numbers of tourists to the
newly acquired Coast Dairies and San Vicente Properties as well as the CA Coastal National
Monuments and Coast Dairies State Parks along the north coast. Beach combing, surfing, bird
watching, running, hiking and mountain biking will lure many outdoor enthusiasts to the area. A
bicycle and pedestrian trail to provide sustainable transportation access to these destinations would
add greatly to the economic vitality of the region. Bicycle and pedestrian trail systems in other
communities have estimated an economic benefit from increased tourist dollars of over $10s of
millions of dollars per year, a tremendous return on investment for a $130 million project cost.
Santa Cruz County would benefit greatly from this project through both increased tourist dollars,
as well as providing jobs through construction of the trail.
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GEORGE DONDERO

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
Page -2-

Santa Cruz County has a transportation infrastructure that is primarily funded based
on a small resident population of approximately of 265,000 yet must strain to serve an additional 4
million tourist visits each year. Providing transportation infrastructure to decrease congestion and
promote outdoor, healthy adventures for locals and tourists will provide benefit for the entire Santa
Cruz County community.

The County of Santa Cruz fully supports the efforts of the Santa Cruz County Regional
Transportation Commission in developing the MBSST Network. Additionally, the County of
Santa Cruz Department of Public Works can provide ali aspects of impiementation of this segment
as it’s a project that we’ve identificd and analyzed as well as provided considerable investment of
resources, dependent on available funding for this work.

Yours truly,

JOHEN J. PRESLEIGH
Director of Public Works

JJP:my

MB scenic trail support Itr - SCCRTC 1.doc
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Congress of the Upnitedd Fates
Howse of Fgreseniatives

Slona G Eikoo Washingion, D.C. 20575
Eiphrecnih Fistrict
Catiornia

January 26, 2015

Mr. Gregory G. Nadeau, Acting Administrator
Federal Highway Administration

Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Administrator Nadeau,

| write in strong support of the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation
Commission’s ([RTC] application for grant funding to support construction of a
multiuse bicycle/pedestrian trail in Santa Cruz County. The proposed trail will
provide access to the California Coastal National Monument, the Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary, and the Coast Dairies property which was recently

acquired by the L1.5. Bureau of Land Management {BLM).

The U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) recently took possession of the 5,800-
acre Coast Dairies property which contains a diverse and unique natural landscape
comprised of redwood forests, coastal terraces, and multiple watersheds. Now that
Coast Dairies is federally owned and managed, local residents are eager to begin
exploring the land as it is gradually opened for public access in the coming months.
The local community has also recently begun a grassroots campaign to have the
property designated as a National Monument to ensure its permanent protection and
to boost public use of the [and. I'm a strong supporter of this local effort, and | plan to
introduce legislation in the near future to designate the Coast Dairies property as a
National Monument.

The RTCs proposed trail has strong support in the local community, including the
grassroots organization supporting the designation of Coast Dairies. The requested
federal grant will be matched with $4 million in state and [ocal funds. This project is
an ideal opportunity for the Federal Lands Access Program [FLAP) to promote
sustainable access to newly acquired federal lands, and | strongly urge you to support
it.
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Thank you in advance for your consideration of my request, and should you have any
questions, | stand ready to address them for you!

Maost gratefully,

Member of Congress

cc: Members, California Programming Decisions Committee
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SAM FARR 1126 LonGwWORTH House OFFICE BUILDING
207TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA WasHingTON, DC 20515-0520
(202) 225-2861
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 100 WeST ALisAL
SUBCOMMITTEES: SaLinas, CA 93901

AGRICUL

TURE, RUF

Conqress of the United States

PHouse of Representatives e
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
Wlaghington, B 20515-0520 -
January 30, 2015 www.farr.house.gov

Co-CHair, House Oceans Caucus

Mr. Gregory G. Nadeau

Acting Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Administrator Nadeau:

I would like to lend my strong support to the application submitted by the Santa
Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) for the Federal Lands Access
Program. The RTC proposes to use the FLAP funds for the creation of a 6.1 mile segment
of new multi-use bicycle and pedestrian trail along the North Coast of Santa Cruz
County, known as the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail.

This trial will ultimately span the 51 mile coast of the Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary connecting both Santa Cruz County and Monterey County. The
segment of the trial that would be funded by this grant will provide access to three
Federal lands: California Coastal National Monuments (BLM), the newly acquired Coast
Dairies property (BLM), and the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary (NOAA).

In addition, there has been significant interest within the California conservation
community and congressional delegation that increased protections for the Coast Dairies
BLM property should be considered, including the creation of a national monument.

Given that it was the intent of Congress in the 2012 MAP-21 law for the Federal
Lands Access Program to provide improved multi-modal access to federal lands, 1
believe that the RTC proposal represents an excellent example of these objectives and 1
hope that your agency will give it favorable consideration based on its outstanding merits.

I have been involved in the creation of the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail
for more than 20 years, so | would be pleased to answer any additional questions about
the benefits of RTC application.

incerely..

=

Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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STATE CAPITOL

California State Senate

(916) 651-4017 SENATOR
BILL MONNING
SEVENTEENTH SENATE DISTRICT

January 23, 2015

U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration

Central Federal Lands Highway Division
Attn: Morgan Malley, Transportation Planner
12300 Dakota Avenue, Suite 380B
Lakewood, CO 80228

SENATE CAPITOL OFFICE
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 4066
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
PHONE: (916) 651-4017

MONTEREY DISTRICT OFFICE
99 PACIFIC AVE., SUITE 575-F
MONTEREY, CA 93940
PHONE: (831) 657-6315

SAN LUIS OBISPO DISTRICT OFFICE
1026 PALM STREET, SUITE-201

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93401
PHONE: (805) 549-3784

GILROY DISTRICT OFFICE
7800 ARROYO CIRCLE, SUITE-A
GILROY, CA 95020

PHONE: (408) 847-6101

SANTA CRUZ DISTRICT OFFICE
701 OCEAN STREET, SUITE 318-A
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060

PHONE: (831) 425-0401

WEB: http://sd17.senate.ca.qov/

Re: Support for Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) Grant Request

Dear Ms. Malley:

This letter is to express my support for the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation

Commission’s request for approximately $5 million in funding for the Monterey Bay Sanctuary
Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) project. When fully developed, this multi-use bicycle/pedestrian
trail will provide both local residents and the many visitors to Santa Cruz County, a sustainable
transportation option for accessing some of the area’s most stunning beaches, coastal hills and
redwood forests.

The benefits provided by the MBSST are at the heart of what federal, state and local programs
are aiming to achieve in funding transportation systems that are sustainable. This trail system
will transform transportation in Santa Cruz County by offering safer, greener, and healthier
options for bicycling and walking. Residential areas will be connected to employment districts,
schools, downtown areas, parks, beaches, and community centers that line the coast.

The segment of the MBSST that is being proposed for funding in this grant will provide bicycle,
pedestrian and potentially equestrian pathways to the north coast of Santa Cruz County for
accessing the U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) California Coastal National
Monuments and the newly acquired Coast Dairies property, as well as the Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary. The MBSST project also furthers the requirements of Senate Bill
908 to complete the California Coastal Trail through Santa Cruz County.

| am pleased to offer my support of this valuable project and respectfully ask that you give all
due consideration to the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportations Commission’s request for
funding.

Thank you for your time and consideration

Sincerely,

LIAM W.
Senator, 17th District

WWM:nc


http://sd17.senate.ca.gov/
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA — NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN, JR., Governor

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION

CENTRAL COAST DISTRICT OFFICE
725 FRONT STREET, SUITE 300
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060

PHONE: (831) 427-4863

FAX: (831) 427-4877

January 26, 2015

Programming Decisions Committee (PDC)
Federal Lands Access Program

FHWA: Central Federal Lands Highway Division
12300 West Dakota Avenue Suite 380B
Lakewood, CO 80228

Subject: Support for Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network Grant

Dear Members of the Programming Decisions Committee:

The purpose of this letter is to recommend approval of Federal Lands Access Program funding
for a key segment of the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail (MBSST), as requested by the
Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (SCCRTC). The SCCRTC acquired the
railroad right-of-way along the northern shoreline of Monterey Bay that was formerly owned by
the Union Pacific RR. Accordingly, the SCCRTC will—with the appropriate funding—be in a
position to implement a rail-and-trail project along the 32-mile Santa Cruz Branch Line.

Specifically, this grant will support the implementation of the SCCRTC’s Monterey Bay
Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network Plan—in particular, the highly scenic segment of the MBSST
northwards from Wilder Ranch State Park (just outside the City of Santa Cruz) to Laguna Road
(for access to the Coast Dairies lands), near the town of Davenport. This planning effort involved
extensive public outreach and interagency coordination. Substantial refinements were
incorporated from our own agency’s comments, as well as from numerous public workshops.

We believe this grant request is best evaluated in terms of its context relative to the entire
California Coastal Trail system, the included Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail, and the
particular part of the coast that will be served by the trail segment to be funded by this grant—as
discussed below.

The California Coastal Trail (CCT), overall. As implemented through California State Senate
Bill 908 of 2002, the CCT is fundamentally a hiking trail along the entire California Coast,
extending more than 1,000 miles from Mexico to its connection to the Oregon Coast Trail. As
well, in many places the CCT already accommodates—or will be designed to accommodate, as
part of a networked system--bicycles, equestrians and persons with mobility impairments.
Fifteen counties and more than 100 different communities, from small coastal villages to the
largest metropolis will be linked by this common thread.
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Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network
Letter of Support

January 26, 2015

Page 2

The CCT provide linkages to or through more than two dozen different Federally-managed areas
with public recreational values. And, it parallels BLM’s California Coastal National Monument
along the entire shoreline of the state. As such, it will provide a principal vantage point and
interpretive platform for the public’s enjoyment of the scenic rocks and islets comprising BLM’s
California Coastal National Monument. The Santa Cruz-Davenport segment of the CCT is
therefore essential to the State-wide continuity of the route as a whole.

Examples of other Federal lands along, or providing segments of the CCT range from Redwood
National Park to Humboldt Bay NWR, the King Range NCA, Pt. Reyes National Seashore,
Golden Gate NRA, Los Padres National Forest (Monterey Ranger Dist.), Big Sur Coast National
Scenic Byway (All-American Road) and its counterpart along the San Luis Obispo County coast,
Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary (Santa Barbara/Stearn’s Wharf), Channel Islands
National Park visitor center (Ventura), Santa Monica Mountains NRA, and Cabrillo National
Monument—to mention the better-known locales.

The Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail (MBSST), overall. As a key part of the California
Coastal Trail (CCT) system, the MBSST will extend approximately 50 miles around the
perimeter of Monterey Bay. Completed and planned segments of the MBSST include both paved
and natural surface strands. Natural surfaces are favored by hikers and mountain bikes. In
addition to accommodating pedestrians and bicyclists, the paved MBSST segments also provide
coastwise access for wheeled baby strollers, wheelchairs and other non-motorized modes. As
part of a planned coastal trail network, the MBSST is the coastwise corridor that provides
essential connectivity to and between the CCT’s blufftop hiking paths and beach accessways, via
a variety of natural surface and improved-surface paths that intersect the MBSST.

As the name implies, the MBSST parallels the core area of the NOAA-managed Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary (NMS). The proposed trail will not only provide outstanding
recreational opportunities, but will also offer an ideal platform for interpretation of the marine
and coastal environment protected by the Monterey Bay NMS and the California Coastal NM. It
is recognized that more visitors will encounter these protected areas from blufftop vantage points
than from any other perspective, on or off the water.

Some 19 different marine-oriented research and educational institutions are located along the
Monterey Bay shoreline—anchored by the internationally-acclaimed Monterey Bay Aquarium.
More than 3 million recreational visitors per year are recorded already. Therefore,
implementation of the MBSST represents an unparalleled opportunity for outdoor learning
experiences—especially, by providing tangible linkages between the educational sites and the
protected federal areas.
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Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network
Letter of Support

January 26, 2015

Page 3

Substantial portions of the MBSST are already in service, including the highly popular segment
from Lover’s Point in Pacific Grove through the Presidio of Monterey, past the Naval
Postgraduate School’s high dunes, through Ft. Ord Dunes State Park and to a point north of the
City of Marina in Monterey County. Here, bicyclists may continue on secondary roads and
existing bikeway segments to two Federally-protected wildlife areas, the Salinas Lagoon NWR
and Elkhorn Slough NERR, both managed by arrangement with the Calif. Dept. of Fish &
Wildlife.

The SCCRTC’s acquisition of the 32-mile Santa Cruz Branch Line (SCBL) rail right-of-way will
allow the MBSST to continue northwards around the Monterey Bay shoreline. Levee-top trails
and the SCBL rail right-of-way are envisioned as linkages to the existing Watsonville Wetlands
trail system, Ellicott Slough NWR, the new National Marine Sanctuary Discovery Center at the
Santa Cruz municipal wharf, and many State and local park and beach areas. These include 8
different State Park System units in Monterey County, and 9 State Park System units on or near
the coast in Santa Cruz County. Connecting paths and bikeways will also link to Ft. Ord National
Monument (BLM) and 6 more nearby State Park units to the north and south.

In coordination with planned rail service, interweaving strands of the MBSST Network will
serve the serious hiker and dedicated long-distance cyclist, as well as more casual visitors, family
groups and persons with mobility impediments. The outcome will be enjoyable, universal access,
safely separated from automotive traffic, benefitting local residents and visitors alike.

The Wilder Ranch State Park-Laguna Road segment of the Monterey Bay Sanctuary
Scenic Trail. As identified in the SCCRTC’s MBSST Network Plan, this portion of the MBSST
will enhance regional connectivity for both pedestrians and bicyclists northwards from Santa
Cruz. It is planned to include both improved-surface and natural surface pathways, comprising a
multi-modal recreational system that makes optimal use of the SCCRTC’s recently acquired
Santa Cruz Branch Line rail right-of-way.

The grant will make it possible for the SCCRTC—through implementation of the MBSST
Network Plan--to bridge gaps in the California Coastal Trail, and increase access to a number of
Federally-protected areas. These include the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary (NOAA),
the California Coastal National Monument (BLM), and to the Coast Dairies properties recently
transferred to BLM.

In particular, a variety of pedestrian and bicycle paths already provide non-motorized access
from the National Marine Sanctuary Exploration Center at Santa Cruz Wharf and U.C. Santa
Cruz’s Terrace Point marine research campus to Wilder Ranch State Park, approximately 3 miles
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Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network
Letter of Support

January 26, 2015

Page 4

north of the wharf. This proposed segment will extend effective non-motorized access
northwards from Wilder Ranch, parallel to the RTC’s railway tracks, to BLM’s Coast Dairies
lands and the popular shoreline access points west and north of Laguna Road. These include
nearby Laguna Creek Beach, Yellowbank Beach, Bonny Doon Beach and Davenport Beach.

Summary. This project will significantly enhance non-motorized public access options for travel
to and within the various parks, beaches, visitor services, downtown areas, educational
institutions and residential areas along the northern Santa Cruz County coastline, consistent with
California Coastal Act Sections 30210-30224 regarding maximizing public access and
recreational opportunities. By creating an important non-motorized transportation alternative, it
will support federal, state, and local policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions—including
Coastal Act Sections 30252-30253 regarding non-automotive transportation alternatives and
conformance with air quality standards. Accordingly, the MBSST in general—and the Wilder
Ranch State Park to Laguna Road segment in particular--promises to be an asset for coastal
access, recreation, education, health, transportation, and economic vitality.

Therefore, we are clearly in support of this important coastal access project. It will significantly
improve public access and mobility along this part of the California Coast. Accordingly, we
encourage you to grant approval of the SCCRTC’s Federal Lands Access Program funding
request. Please do not hesitate to contact me at (831) 427-4863 if you have any questions
regarding this letter of support, the MBSST itself, or other matters concerning the California
Coastal Zone.

Sincerely,

B m-eARl

Dan Carl,
Deputy Director

Cc:
George Dondero
Executive Director, SCCRTC
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SANTA CRUZ

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
809 Center Street, Room 201, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 * 831 420-5160 * Fax: 831 420-5161

January 22, 2015

Mr. George Dondero

Executive Director

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
1523 Pacific Ave.

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Re:  Implementation of the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST)
Dear Mr. Dondero:

The City of Santa Cruz would like to express our enthusiastic support for the Santa
Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission’s Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail
Network (MBSST) project. Santa Cruz County, as a major tourist destination, will benefit
from a bicycle/pedestrian trail to provide bicycling and pedestrian options for accessing the
many attractions of Santa Cruz County. Demand for adventure and health-oriented
destinations from both locals and visitors alike is growing rapidly. Running, biking and hiking
trails and accessible experiences in nature are becoming more and more sought after,
especially by families. This project will provide that opportunity for families to safely engage
in outdoor experiences away from the potential dangers and stresses of car traffic. In
addition, Santa Cruz County will benefit from the consequent economic value of the MBSST.
Bicycle and pedestrian trail systems in other communities have estimated an economic
benefit from increased tourist dollars of over $10’s of million dollars per year, a tremendous
return on investment for a $130 million project cost.

Segment 7 in the City of Santa Cruz from Natural Bridges to Pacific Avenue is already fully
funded. In preparation, we have committed our own resources towards the initial inquiry
stage of this project to determine the most beneficial alignment by surveying the available
right-of-way. An RFQ has been issued for the design and environmental components of
Segment 7. The City of Santa Cruz has already completed a portion of Segment 8 along
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Beach Street and a bicycle/pedestrian ramp at the west end of the San Lorenzo River trestle
bridge in Segment 8 is currently in construction.

The City of Santa Cruz fully supports the efforts of the Santa Cruz County Regional

Transportation Commission in developing the MBSST Network and we are pleased to be
your partners creating this exciting regional project.

Sincerely,

Mark Dettl
Director of Public Works
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COMMUNITY TRAFFIC SAFETY COALITION A®@

(OMMUNITY TRAFFIC
of SANTA CRUZ COUNTY SAFETY COALITION

Mr. George Dondero, Executive Director January 23, 2015
Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission

1523 Pacific Ave.

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Re: Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) —Letter of Support
Dear Mr. Dondero:

On behalf of the Community Traffic Safety Coalition (CTSC) of Santa Cruz County, it is my pleasure to write
a letter of support for the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission’s (RTC) Monterey Bay
Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) project and grant application. Santa Cruz County is in great need
of an accessible and protected active transportation system for bicyclists and pedestrians along the coast
north of Santa Cruz County. State Route 1, with limited shoulders and high speeds, is currently the only travel
route along this section of the coast.

The mission of the CTSC is to reduce traffic-related injuries while promoting the use of alternative modes of
transportation. The primary focus is on bicycle and pedestrian safety issues. The CTSC educates all road users
in safety practices to decrease the risk and severity of collisions and advocates for improved conditions to
make all methods of transportation safer. With high rates of bicycle and pedestrian injuries and fatalities in
Santa Cruz County, the CTSC has long partnered with the RTC to improve transportation conditions for all
road users.

Approximately 50% of the population in Santa Cruz County live within a mile of the planned MBSST trail.
The trail network will provide a healthy, safe, and sustainable bicycle and pedestrian facility connecting
residential areas to employment, schools, shopping, city centers, patks, and beaches. A bicycle/pedestrian trail
up the north coast will allow both locals and visitors to Santa Cruz County a healthy, safe, and sustainable
option for accessing the beaches, coast hills and redwood forests of the federal lands north of Santa Cruz.

The CTSC offers our support for the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail System and highly recommends
giving this funding request every consideration.

Sincerely,
Dy Fhohrzz

Elise Ehrheart, Co-Chair
Community Traffic Safety Coalition of Santa Cruz County

¢/o Community Health Education, Santa Cruz County Health Services Agency, 1070 Emeline Ave, Santa Cruz, CA 95060
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January 20, 2015

Mr. George Dondero

Executive Director

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
1523 Pacific Ave.

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Re: Federal Lands Access Program Grant Application for Monterey Bay
Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST)

Dear Mr. Dondero:

On behalf of Santa Cruz County Friends of the Rail & Trail (FORT), | am writing to
support the Federal Lands Access Program grant application for the Santa Cruz
County Regional Transportation Commission’s Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic
Trail Network (MBSST) project. With the purchase of the rail line that runs the 32
mile length of Santa Cruz County, we have an incredible opportunity to develop a
bicycle and pedestrian trail that will provide public access to California’s coastline and
Federal Lands as well as connect residential areas to employment districts, schools,
downtown areas, parks, beaches, and community centers that line the coast. Well-
designed hiking, biking and equestrian trails are essential for quality of life and
provide opportunities to enjoy nature without endangering sensitive habitat.

The citizens, organizations and public agencies of Santa Cruz County including Friends
of the Rail & Trail know how beneficial this trail will be for our community and have
come together to develop strategies for implementation. The Trail Network Master
Plan was developed over a three year period with extensive public and stakeholder
engagement including multiple public workshops to seek community priorities and
preferences. The RTC adopted a Trail Network Final Master Plan in the fall of 2013 and
a revision in February, 2014. The City of Santa Cruz, Watsonville, Capitola and the
County have all expressed their commitment to building the trail. The community has
expressed their interest in the project through hundreds of letters of support to the
RTC and $150,000 in donations and pledges to Friends of the Rail & Trail to be used in
building the trail and other supporting activities. The Land Trust of Santa Cruz County
also pledged $260K to the project and will be initiating a multi-million dollar
fundraising campaign. The first two segments of the trail have already been funded
and construction will be underway within a year. The extensive amount of local
matching funds for this project is evidence of the broad interest on the part of many
stakeholders and community members to build this trail. Let’'s keep this momentum
going and construct a large segment of this trail for all to realize the incredible
resource the MBSST can be for our county! By funding the project proposed in this
grant application, there will be a total of 4.6 more miles of paved and 1.7 more miles
of unpaved spur trails that will continue the trail from the San Lorenzo River in the
City of Santa Cruz to the Coast Dairies properties on the north coast.
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Friends of the Rail & Trail is a local group that has been working for some 15 years to
promote and support the construction of the rail trail. With the continued increase of
biking in Santa Cruz County this section of trail will provide convenient sustainable
transportation access to federal lands. We believe the rail trail will provide significant
environmental and economic sustainability benefits to the region and state.

Friends of the Rail & Trail urges approval of this funding request. Together, we can
build a future that is safer, greener, healthier and more economically vital while
connecting our residents and visitors like never before.

Sincerely,

Maura Noel
Friends of the Rail & Trail
Board President
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h L\ California Regional Office tel  [415]777-0487
T eNatlll‘e / 201 Mission Street, Fourth Floor fax [415]777-0244
Conservancy = San Francisco, CA 94105 nature.org

Protecting nature. Preserving life” nature.org/california

December 18, 2014

Mr. George Dondero

Executive Director

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
1523 Pacific Ave.

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Re:  Support for Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) Grant
Dear Mr. Dondero:

I am writing to express my support for the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation
Commission’s Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) project. The MBSST
Network, when fully developed, will offer one of the most stellar active transportation networks
in the country. This multi-use bicycle and pedestrian trail will provide locals and the many
visitors to Santa Cruz County a sustainable transportation option for accessing some of the most
stunning beaches, coastal hills and redwood forests in the United States.

The benefits provided by the MBSST are at the heart of what federal, state and local programs
are aiming to achieve in funding transportation systems that are sustainable. This trail system
will transform transportation in Santa Cruz County by offering safer, greener, and healthier
options for bicycling and walking. Residential areas will be connected to employment districts,
schools, downtown areas, parks, beaches and community centers that line the coast. The MBSST
will help the county advance the state and local sustainability measures of improved access,
mobility, environment, safety, economic vitality and health as well as reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

The segment of the MBSST that is being proposed for funding in this grant will provide bicycle,
pedestrian and potentially equestrian access to the north coast of Santa Cruz County for
accessing the U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) California Coastal National
Monuments and the newly acquired Coast Dairies property as well as the Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary. The MBSST project also furthers the requirements of SB 908 to complete the
California Coastal Trail as the MBSST serves as the California Coastal Trail through Santa Cruz
County.

The Nature Conservancy is pleased to offer its support of this valuable project and encourage
approval of Federal Lands Access Program funding for this project.

Sincerely,

L’{zoctb‘kf?c— 'c)'\hdﬁkﬁ__,

Michael Conner
Senior Project Director
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Peninsula Open Space Trust

December 17, 2014

Mr. George Dondero

Executive Director

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
1523 Pacific Ave.

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Re: Support for Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) Grant
Dear Mr. Dondero:

I am writing to express my support for the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission’s
Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) project. The MBSST Network when
fully developed will offer one of the most stellar active transportation networks in the country. This
multi-use bicycle/pedestrian trail will provide both locals and the many visitors to Santa Cruz County,
a sustainable transportation option for accessing some of the most stunning beaches, coastal hills and
redwood forests of our nation.

The benefits provided by the MBSST are at the heart of what federal, state and local programs are
aiming to achieve in funding transportation systems that are sustainable. This trail system will
transform transportation in Santa Cruz County by offering safer, greener, and healthier options for
bicycling and walking. Residential areas will be connected to employment districts, schools,
downtown areas, parks, beaches, and community centers that line the coast. The MBSST will help us
advance the state and local sustainability measures of improved access, mobility, environment, safety,
economic vitality and health as well as reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

The segment of the MBSST that is being proposed for funding in this grant will provide bicycle,
pedestrian and potentially equestrian access to the north coast of Santa Cruz County for accessing the
U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) California Coastal National Monuments and the newly
acquired Coast Dairies property as well as the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. The
MBSST project also furthers the requirements of SB 908 to complete the California Coastal Trail as
the MBSST serves as the California Coastal Trail through Santa Cruz County.

I am pleased to offer my support of this valuable project and encourage approval of Federal Lands
Access Program funding for this project.

Sincerely,

Walter T. Moore
President

Palo Alto, California 94301

www.openspacetrust.org
Tel: (650) 854-7696
Fax: (650) 854-7703
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December 10, 2014

Mr. George Dondero

Executive Director

Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
1523 Pacific Ave.

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Re:  Sempervirens Fund Support for Monterey Bay Sanctuary
Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) Grant

Dear Mr. Dondero:

On behalf of Sempervirens Fund, I am writing to express my enthusiastic
support for the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission’s
Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network (MBSST) project. The
MBSST Network when fully developed will offer one of the most stellar
active transportation networks in the country. This multi-use
bicycle/pedestrian trail will provide both locals and the many visitors to
Santa Cruz County, a sustainable transportation option for accessing some
of the most stunning beaches, coastal hills and redwood forests of our
nation.

The benefits provided by the MBSST are at the heart of what federal, state
and local programs are aiming to achieve in funding transportation systems
that are sustainable. This trail system will transform transportation in Santa
Cruz County by offering safer, greener, and healthier options for bicycling
and walking. Residential areas will be connected to employment districts,
schools, downtown areas, parks, beaches, and community' centers that line
the coast. The MBSST will help us advance the state and local sustainability
measures of improved access, mobility, environment, safety, economic
vitality and health as well as reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

The segment of the MBSST that is being proposed for funding in this grant
will provide bicycle, pedestrian and potentially equestrian access to the
north coast of Santa Cruz County for accessing the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management’s (BLM) California Coastal National Monuments and the
newly acquired Coast Dairies property as well as the Monterey Bay
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National Marine Sanctuary. The MBSST project also furthers the
requirements of SB 908 to complete the California Coastal Trail as the
MBSST serves as the California Coastal Trail through Santa Cruz County.

Sempervirens Fund is a land trust dedicated to protecting the redwood
forests of the Santa Cruz Mountains and enhancing opportunities for people
to enjoy them. We have worked in this region for over a century, adding
thousands of acres and miles of trails to the region’s park lands. We
currently own, together with Peninsula Open Space Trust, the 8,532-acre
San Vicente Redwoods property located adjacent to and just inland from
Coast Dairies. In the coming years, we will open at San Vicente Redwoods
a public trail network that will integrate with and amplify MBSST’s many
benefits. The MBSST will be a tremendous recreational resource for this
region of the coast and we applaud the groups that are bringing this bold
vision to life.

Sempervirens Fund is pleased to offer enthusiastic support of this valuable
project and encourage approval of Federal Lands Access Program funding
for this project.

Sincerely,

Reed Holderman
Executive Director
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1/27/15

[ am writing on behalf of a community campaign to gain National Monument status
for the property historically known as ‘Coast Dairies’, north of Wilder Ranch State
Park, and south of Swanton and eastward of highway 1.

The campaign itself is not the landowner’s, and cannot speak on behalf of the
landowner. The campaign however is being broadly supported throughout the
community. We envision a successful, and cherished national monument in our
community, supported by transportation means, such as the coast trail project, as
well as private automobiles and other forms of roadway use.

We agree wholeheartedly with everything Congresswoman Anna Eshoo said in her
letter in support of the project, the Federal Highway Administration, on January 26,
2015.

The Santa Cruz Redwoods National Monument will attract visitors from the
Monterey Bay Area, who will arrive from the south, and visitors coming from the
north. The trail project is ideally suited to facilitate convenient access for those
choosing an alternative to cars and busses to visit the Monument.

An unscientific, but most likely obvious fact is the Santa Cruz Redwoods National
Monument experience would be enhanced by creation of the trail project.

Best Success,

/s/
Stephen Reed
SANTA CRUZ REDWOODS NATIONAL MONUMENT

Campaign Manager
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