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Dear Ms. Rosetti:

I am writing to support the State Coastal Conservancy's proposed Humboldt Bay Wetland Program

Development Project. The preservation and restoration of wetlands around Humboldt Bay is critical

to maximizing ecosystem resilience in the face of climate change and concomitant sea-level rise.

The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board) recognizes the

critical need for better information about sediment dynamics in Humboldt Bay as fundamental to an

assessment of the sustainability of wetlands under future climate scenarios.

Humboldt Bay is the largest estuary in the North Coast Region and an extremely important

economic and environmental resource. Providing information about sediment dynamics will greatly

enhance the ability to manage existing wetlands and design and prioritize wetland restoration

projects in light of expected sea level rise. The Regional Water Board funds and/or conducts a

variety of monitoring and assessment activities in and around Humboldt Bay, including sediment

monitoring in the Elk River, a tributary to the bay. In support of the project, the Regional Water

Board will count as a match the cost of operating, maintaining, collecting and analyzing data from

two gages in the Elk River in 2016 and 2017. This cost is estimated at $60,000 total for two years.

I respectfully encourage you to support this important project as critical to the long term

management and restoration of Humboldt Bay's wetlands.

Sincerely,

'' S j
Alydda Mangelsdorf
Supervisor, Planning Unit

John W. Corbett, chair | Matthias St. John, executive officer

5550 Skylane Blvd., Suite A, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 | www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast

^ recycled paper

Exhibit 2. Project Letters



Exhibit 2. Project Letters



Exhibit 2. Project Letters



Exhibit 2. Project Letters



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  

1385	  Eighth	  Street,	  Suite	  228,	  Arcata,	  CA	  95521	  
(707)	  825-‐1020	  

www.humboldtbaykeeper.org	  	  	  
	  

	  
	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   May	  14,	  2015	  
	  

Leana Rosetti 
Wetland Grants Lead 
Water Division (WTR-8) 
US EPA, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
Dear Ms. Rosetti: 
 
I am writing on behalf of Humboldt Baykeeper to support the California Coastal 
Conservancy’s proposed Humboldt Bay Wetland Program Development Project.  
 
Humboldt	  Baykeeper	  was	  launched	  in	  2004	  with	  a	  mission	  to	  safeguard	  coastal	  
resources	  for	  the	  health,	  enjoyment,	  and	  economic	  strength	  of	  the	  Humboldt	  Bay	  
community	  through	  education,	  scientific	  research,	  and	  enforcement	  of	  laws	  to	  fight	  
pollution.	  	  
 
We strongly support the proposal due to the critical need for scientific information about 
sediment dynamics in Humboldt Bay and the sustainability of coastal wetlands in the face 
of sea level rise. This is a critical data gap for a valuable estuary upon which numerous 
species of both ecological and economic importance are dependent. Providing science-
based information about sediment dynamics will greatly enhance our ability to manage 
existing wetlands as well as design and prioritize wetland restoration projects in light of 
predicted sea level rise, which is twice the state average due to tectonic subsidence. 
 
I respectfully encourage you to support this important project to collect critical data for 
the long-term management and restoration of Humboldt Bay’s wetlands. 
	  
	  
Sincerely,	  	  

	  
Jennifer	  Kalt,	  Director	  	  
jkalt@humboldtbaykeeper.org	  	  	  
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Coastal Ecosystems Institute of Northern California
Community‐driven Science for Vibrant and Resilient Coastal Ecosystems

 

P.O. Box 806, Bayside, California 95524 

Tax ID Number: 51‐0513466 

May 14, 2015 
Leana Rosetti 
Wetland Grants Lead 
Water Division (WTR-8) 
US EPA, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
Dear Ms. Rosetti: 
 
I am writing to support the State Coastal Conservancy’s proposed Humboldt Bay Wetland 
Program Development Project.  Coastal Ecosystems Institute of Northern California (CEINC) 
supports collaborative scientific research and disseminates scientific information about our 
coastal ecosystems.  The proposal addresses several priorities identified by CEINC and the 
Humboldt Bay Initiative through a collaborative effort to develop an ecosystem-based 
management approach for Humboldt Bay and surrounding coastal areas.  Understanding 
sediment dynamics is a critical component in the implementation of the management strategies, 
and especially in understanding potential changes in wetlands due to sea level rise and other 
climate change effects. 
 
Our current understanding of sediment dynamics in Humboldt Bay is limited; this is a critical 
data gap for a valuable estuary.  The Humboldt Bay Wetland Program Development Project will 
provide information about sediment dynamics, which will greatly enhance the management of 
existing wetlands and the design and prioritization of future wetland restoration projects in light 
of expected sea level rise. 
 
I respectfully encourage you to support this important project to collect key data for the long 
term management and restoration of Humboldt Bay’s wetlands. 
 
Sincerely, 

   

Jill Demers, Vice-Board President 
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May 15, 2015 
 
Leana Rosetti 
Wetland Grants Lead 
Water Division (WTR-8) 
US EPA, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
Support Letter from CalTrout for the State Coastal Conservancy’s proposed Humboldt Bay Wetland 
Program Development Project. 
 
Dear Ms. Rosetti: 
I am writing to support the State Coastal Conservancy’s proposed Humboldt Bay Wetland Program 
Development Project. We recognize the critical need for better information about sediment dynamics in 
Humboldt Bay and how they will affect the sustainability of wetlands in the face of sea level rise.  This is 
a critical data gap for a valuable estuary.  Providing information about sediment dynamics will greatly 
enhance our ability to manage existing wetlands and design and prioritize wetland restoration projects 
in light of expected sea level rise. 
 
CalTrout is currently in partnership with the Regional Water Board, the State Water Board, the State 
Coastal Conservancy and several technical scientists, leading the Elk River Recovery Assessment and 
Pilot Sediment Removal Implementation Project (Recovery Assessment). The goal of the Recovery 
Assessment is to conduct a system-wide analysis of river hydraulics and sediment transport, assess a 
suite of sediment removal and restoration activities, implement pilot mechanical sediment removal 
projects, and develop an implementation framework that promotes recovery of ecosystem functions 
and beneficial uses in Elk River.   
 
Having additional research and information related to sediment dynamics within Humboldt Bay will 
provide extremely useful information in our efforts to promote recovery of sediment impaired 
Humboldt Bay tributaries such as the Elk River.  
 
I respectfully encourage you to support this important project to collect critical data for the long term 
management and restoration of Humboldt Bay’s wetlands. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Darren Mierau 
North Coast Area Program Manager  

California Trout Inc. 
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Office: 707.825.0420 / Cell: 707.845.7810 
email: dmierau@caltrout.org 
615 11th Street, Arcata, CA 95521 
www.caltrout.org 
 
 
Report Prepared By:               ____Darren Mierau______                May 1, 2015 
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