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July 16, 2015 
 
Chairman Douglas Bosco 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
 
 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco, 
 
We are writing in support of OC Parks plan for the development of a new 
visitor center at the entrance to Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park. 
This project will create new recreational opportunities for the many hikers 
and cyclists who use this park, giving them a greater sense of the history of 
the area and the wonderful environmental resources the park holds. It will 
provide education on our sensitive species, and encourage responsible use of 
our wilderness. As OC Parks nonprofit partner, Laguna Canyon Foundation 
currently runs public education programs and school field trips in this area, 
and we are thrilled at the possibility of reaching even more members of the 
public with this very important environmental education message.  
 
The recently completed improvements to the park’s front entrance have 
provided more parking, safer ingress and egress, and ample room for school 
buses for the field trips that will inspire our future environmental leaders.  
 
We are proud to partner with OC Parks, and we are thrilled to write this 
letter in support of their project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Hallie Jones 
Executive Director   
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COASTAL  GREENBELT  AUTHORITY 

13042 Old Myford Road 
Irvine, CA 92602 

 

July 20, 2015 

 

Chair Douglas Bosco 

California Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Regarding: Grant Application for Visitor Center at Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park 

 

Dear Chair Bosco and member of the Coastal Conservancy Board, 

 

The Coastal Greenbelt Authority, the cooperative management authority for Laguna Coast Wilderness 

Park and Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park, on a unanimous vote, urges the Coastal 

Conservancy to approve the grant request by the Orange County Community Resources – OC Parks for 

$1 million funding to build a Visitor Center at Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park.  

 

The Coastal Greenbelt Authority (CGA) is mandated to provide oversight and monitoring of park 

operations to insure consistency with the adopted facilities and management plan. The park’s Resource 

Management Plan calls for a number of park improvements including permanent structures for a visitor 

center and ranger station.  

 

The park offers many opportunities for recreation use, including hiking, running, mountain cycling, 

equestrian use, nature viewing, birding, painting, photography, and wilderness education with an 

extensive network of trails. The park is part of a 22,000 acre coastal canyons system of parks and 

preserves in south Orange County. 

 

OC Parks has recently completed an important RMP recommended action with the major improvement to 

the main park entry and transition zone. This improvement was possible through a Proposition 12 grant 

from the Coastal Conservancy. The next step is to provide permanent structures for a visitor welcome 

center, educational areas and ranger station. These improvements will help park visitors to understand the 

natural and cultural resources abound in the park. With this understanding the hundreds of thousands of 

visitors per year will become more environmentally aware and better stewards of these heritage southern 

California coastal canyons. 

 

 On behalf of the Coastal Greenbelt Authority, thank you for supporting this grant application. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mary Fegraus 

Mary Fegraus, Chair 

Coastal Greenbelt Authority 

 
cc: CGA Members, CC Staff – Joan Cardellino, Deborah Ruddock, OC Parks - Stacy Blackwood, 

Director and Debbie Cavers, Grants Manager 
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Chair Douglas Bosco  
California Coastal Conservancy  
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor  
Oakland, CA 94612  

August 3, 2015 
 
Re: Grant Application for Visitor Center at Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park  
 
Dear Chair Bosco and member of the Coastal Conservancy Board, 
 
Laguna Greenbelt, Inc., is a long time grassroots organization, dedicated since 1968 to the 
preservation and public ownership of natural lands in Orange County, especially in the coastal 
canyons near Laguna Beach. Aliso and Wood Canyons Wilderness Park is part of a 22,000-acre 
system of state and county parks and preserves known locally as the Laguna Greenbelt. 
 
We have long history of support for interpretive activities in this park, including designing its 
first self-guiding natural history trail. A few years ago we supported the construction of the new 
main entrance to the park, recently completed. We are now happy to support the construction of 
an adequate visitor center near the main entrance for its many visitors.  
 
This park has some of the richest fossil sites in Orange County. Some years ago there was a 
natural history museum trailer with displays of local fossils in this location. We look forward to 
expanded interpretive displays in a permanent visitor center.  
 
We urge you to support the OCParks application. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Elisabeth M. Brown, Ph.D., President 
Laguna Greenbelt, Inc. 
lagunagreenbelt@gmail.com 
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