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2211 Pacific Beach Drive, Suite A ● San Diego, CA 92109 
Office (858) 488-3849 ● Fax (858) 488-4265 

www.oceandiscoveryinstitute.org  

 
September 20, 2015 
 
California Coastal Conservancy 
Chairman, Douglas Bosco 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re: Support letter for San Diego Canyonlands' Grant Proposal 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
On behalf of Ocean Discovery Institute, I would like to express our strong support for San Diego 
Canyonlands' grant proposal to plan habitat restoration and improvements for public access in 12 urban 
canyons including Manzanita Canyon in the community of City Heights.   
 
Since 2007, San Diego Canyonlands has been a valuable partner in rehabilitating degraded urban 
canyons in City Heights. They have collaborated on many of our educational programs and engaged City 
Heights’ residents into organized stewardship groups for their local canyons. We also meet routinely 
with other community organizations as part of the City Heights Canyons and Communities Alliance to 
coordinate our collaborative work and ensure strong community engagement and support. 
 
The canyons distributed throughout the city of San Diego are unique ecological spaces for a variety of 
habitat types including coastal sage scrub and riparian wetlands.  They are important points of entry and 
filtration for polluted urban runoff that flows along creek beds and ultimately impacts our beaches, 
bays, estuaries and ocean waters.  As a non-profit that uses these canyons as classrooms to teach urban 
underserved youth in City Heights about the health of our coastal ecosystems and importance of 
conservation, Ocean Discovery Institute is very supportive of efforts that will plan and eventually restore 
the ecological functions of canyons throughout our urban watersheds.  
 
The proposed project will bolster San Diego Canyonlands' ability to plan revitalization of 12 canyons. 
Their proposal includes evaluation of solutions that mitigate the impacts of urban hydro-modification 
throughout our watersheds including possible expansion of wetlands within the canyons. This research 
could be particularly important in rehabilitating the runoff filtration functions of our urban canyons. 
 
In addition to years of experience in the engagement of residents in sustained stewardship of their 
neighborhood canyons, San Diego Canyonlands has also been effective in bringing together community 
and agency stakeholders in deciding enhancements, such as habitat restoration priorities, which trails to 
keep or improve, and which social trails to close to defragment sensitive habitats. 
 
Thank you for consideration of our input and support for San Diego Canyonlands' proposal. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Lindsay Goodwin 
Associate Director 
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