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April 25, 2012 

Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re: Support for the Elkhorn Slough Foundation's proposal to the CA Coastal 
Conservancy  
  
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 

I am writing to support funding from the California Coastal Conservancy to the 
Elkhorn Slough Foundation for the preparation for continued efforts to restore tidal 
marsh and connected uplands in Elkhorn Slough. 
 

The Elkhorn Slough estuary, containing California’s second largest tract of salt marsh, is 
facing unprecedented rates of tidal wetland loss and degradation. Fifty percent of the 
tidal salt marsh in Elkhorn Slough has been lost in the past 70 years. This habitat loss is 
a result of diking and draining, increased tidal flooding that “drowns” the vegetation, 
and bank erosion that causes the marsh to collapse into the channel. Scientists are 
predicting that the dramatic rates of tidal wetland loss and degradation in Elkhorn 
Slough will continue in the near future if no management actions are taken. 
 

Staff from the Central Coast Wetlands Group have participated in the planning efforts 
that have led to the drafting of the Elkhorn Slough Tidal Wetland Project Strategic Plan 
and are now working to assist the Foundation in the implementation of projects 
described within that document.  CCWG is also working collaboratively with ESF 
within the adjacent Moro Cojo Slough and our efforts to implement the Moro Cojo 
Management and Enhancement Plan will benefit from ESF’s continued success at 
restoring tidal salt marsh in the Elkhorn Slough. 
 

We support Elkhorn Slough Foundations continued efforts to manage and restore the 
resources of the Slough. 
 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Ross Clark 

Director, Central Coast Wetlands Group 

Moss Landing Marine Labs 

               Moss Landing Marine Labs    (831) 771-4463     www.centralcoastwetlands.org 

 

To coordinate the advancement of wetland science and management on the Central Coast 

Central Coast Wetlands 

Group 
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http://www.elkhornslough.org/tidalwetland/strategic_plan.htm
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