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October 16, 2015 

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco 

Coastal Conservancy  

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, California 94612-2512 

 

RE: Support for a grant for the Bay Area Ridge Trail Council 

 

Dear Chair Bosco and Directors of the Board, 

 

I am writing to support a grant from the Coastal Conservancy’s Bay Area Program for the Bay Area Ridge Trail 

Council to help plan, design and build new trail segments. 

 

The Bay Area Ridge Trail Council has a strong record of success over more than 25 years. It is an extraordinary 

model of successful public-private cooperation – including federal, state and local government, agencies, park and 

open space districts, private landowners, businesses, the public and advocates working together to create a 550-mile 

trail on the ridgelines surrounding the San Francisco Bay. 

 

So far, 365 miles of the Ridge Trail are open for hikers, cyclists, runners and equestrians to enjoy today – and 

permanently protected as a legacy for the future. People of all ages and abilities enjoy the trail and it connects people 

to parks and communities to each other. This grant will help move us toward our collective goal of an uninterrupted 

550-mile regional trail network through all nine Bay Area counties. 

 

Trails provide numerous demonstrated benefits to individuals and communities, including health and fitness, 

transportation, tourism and economic development, and environmental stewardship. The Ridge Trail is being created 

for hikers, runners, cyclists and equestrians of all ages and abilities. It provides affordable, close-to home recreation 

and opportunities to enjoy and learn about nature.  The Ridge Trail is also creating a connected corridor for habitat 

and wildlife, as well as nurturing a new generation committed to stewardship of California’s natural heritage. 

 

This grant also helps leverage other federal, state, local and private funds to create new trails and associated 

amenities. These funds are vital to keep up the momentum to close gaps and create new trail connections. On behalf 

of the people of Sonoma County, I look forward to each new trail opening and to continued progress on this 

important regional trail. 

 

Best regards, 

 

 

 

 

Susan Gorin, Chair 

Board of Supervisors, Sonoma County 

 
 

Cc:  Janet@ridgetrail.org 

COUNTY OF SONOMA  
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
 

575 ADMINISTRATION DRIVE, RM. 100A 

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA 95403 
 

(707) 565-2241 

FAX (707) 565-3778 

 

 

 

 

 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

 
SUSAN GORIN 

CHAIR 
 

EFREN CARRILLO 
VICE CHAIR 

 

DAVID RABBITT 
 

SHIRLEE ZANE  
 

JAMES GORE 
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BAY AREA OPEN SPACE COUNCIL 

2150 ALLSTON WAY, SUITE 320 

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94704 

510.809.9009 | openspacecouncil.org 

 
 

October 13, 2015 

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco 

Coastal Conservancy  

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, California 94612-2512 

 

 

RE: Support for a grant for the Bay Area Ridge Trail Council 

 

Dear Chair Bosco and Directors of the Board, 

 

I am writing to support a grant from the Coastal Conservancy’s Bay Area Program for the Bay 

Area Ridge Trail Council to help plan, design, and build new trail segments. 

 

The Bay Area Ridge Trail Council has a strong record of success with over more than twenty-

five years. It is an extraordinary model of successful public-private cooperation – including 

federal, state and local government, agencies, park and open space districts, private landowners, 

businesses, the public and advocates working together to create a 550-mile trail on the ridgelines 

surrounding the San Francisco Bay. 

 

So far, 365 miles of the Ridge Trail are open for hikers, cyclists, runners and equestrians to enjoy 

today – and permanently protected as a legacy for the future. People of all ages and abilities 

enjoy the trail and it connects people to parks and communities to each other. This grant will 

help move us toward our collective goal of an uninterrupted 550-mile regional trail network 

through all nine Bay Area counties. 

 

Trails provide numerous demonstrated benefits to individuals and communities, including health 

and fitness, transportation, tourism and economic development, and environmental stewardship. 

The Ridge Trail is being created for hikers, runners, cyclists and equestrians of all ages and 

abilities. It provides affordable, close-to home recreation and opportunities to enjoy and learn 

about nature. The Ridge Trail is also creating a connected corridor for habitat and wildlife, as 

well as nurturing a new generation committed to stewardship of California’s natural heritage. 

 

This grant also helps leverage other federal, state, local, and private funds to create new trails. 

These funds are vital to keep up the momentum to close gaps and create new trail connections. 

On behalf of the 65 member organizations of the Bay Area Open Space Council, I look forward 

to each new trail opening and to continued progress on this important regional trail. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Deb Callahan 

Executive Director 

Bay Area Open Space Council 
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