
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 29, 2015 

 

 

 

Ms. Marilee Jennings 

Executive Director 

Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose 

180 Woz Way 

San Jose, CA  95110 

 

Re:  Bridge to Nature:  Bill’s Backyard 

 

Dear Marilee: 

 

Thank you for keeping me abreast of the development of Children’s Discovery Museum’s outdoor space 

and your exciting plans for Bridge to Nature:  Bill’s Backyard. 

 

Having been a museum supporter from the earliest days of its inception and realizing that you have now 

celebrated 25 years of serving the South Bay community with interactive learning experiences in art, 

science and humanities, I am very pleased to see that you are undertaking such a large scale project to 

engage children and families in nature exploration.   

 

As a trusted educational partner for families, Children’s Discovery Museum is the natural choice to 

address the importance of unstructured play in nature for children as well as to role model stewardship for 

water as a natural resource for adult caregivers.  The water catchment cisterns, drought-tolerant planting, 

and bio-swale and rain gardens are excellent examples of water conservation techniques that families can 

use at home. 

 

I commend your vision for this new outdoor space and applaud your efforts to engage the community in 

learning how to enjoy and explore the world outside of our walls and to protect its resources for 

generations to come. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Senator, 15
th
 District  

B 
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October 26, 2015 
 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco 
Chairman 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
On behalf of the Guadalupe River Park Conservancy, I am writing to advocate for California Coastal 
Conservancy’s support for Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose’s exciting new project, Bridge 
to Nature:  Bill’s Backyard. 
 
Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose’s site is a key entry point to the Guadalupe River Park 
and Trail, a three-mile ribbon of park land that runs along the banks of the Guadalupe River in the 
heart of downtown San Jose.  Supported by California Coastal Conservancy funding, the trails, 
parks and plazas of the Guadalupe River Park and Gardens serve to preserve natural ecology and 
offer residents and visitors a multitude of ways to recreate, discover and enjoy in the dense urban 
environment of downtown San Jose. 
 
We are very pleased that usage of the park and trails grows substantially each year, and believe 
that the museum’s proposed nature play area will excite families about outdoor exploration and 
encourage them to venture to the trail just beyond the museum’s front door.  With activities 
designed to enable kids to explore in their own hands-on ways with real materials from the nature 
world, Bridge to Nature:  Bill’s Backyard will make a very real difference in helping parents become 
comfortable with young children in natural settings.   
 
The opportunity to reach the Museum’s remarkably diverse audience of more than 350,000 
visitors each year with experiences connected to the Guadalupe River Park and Trail will benefit 
children and families in San Jose and beyond.  We are excited about the opportunity to partner 
with the museum in developing and promoting this new outdoor environment and appreciate the 
opportunity to advocate for your support. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Leslee Hamilton 
Executive Director 
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