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November 16, 2015 

Amy Hutzel, San Francisco Bay Area Program Manager 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE: Support for Greenbelt Alliance’s At Risk project 
 
Dear Ms. Hutzel: 
 
The Nature Conservancy is pleased to support Greenbelt Alliance’s proposal for a State Coastal 
Conservancy grant to support the 2016 update of their At Risk research.  The Nature Conservancy 
is an international conservation organization working to protect ecologically important lands and 
waters for nature and people. 
 
Greenbelt Alliance is proposing to update its signature At Risk: the Bay Area Greenbelt research for 
2016. At Risk measures the imminence of development on open space through a rigorous 
evaluation of risk factors and policies that aim to protect Bay Area open space. At Risk also 
catalogues the open space values of greenbelt lands (e.g. wildlife habitat, water resources, 
recreational areas, and important farm and ranch lands). 
 
At Risk is a key tool for protecting the Bay Area’s greenbelt of natural and agricultural lands. At 
Risk is available for use as a conservation decision-making tool by land managers and other 
decision-makers throughout the region. Support from the State Coastal Conservancy will allow 
Greenbelt Alliance to update At Risk for 2016, incorporating new information on development 
threats, policy protections, and open space values. Such an update will ensure that Bay Area land 
managers and decision-makers are using the most up-to-date information to inform their 
conservation planning and investments, leading to increased protection of greenbelt lands. 
 
We strongly encourage you to support this project. Please feel free to contact me at 
eodonoghue@tnc.org if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Liz O’Donoghue 
Director of Infrastructure and Land Use 
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November	  17,	  2015	  

Amy	  Hutzel,	  San	  Francisco	  Bay	  Area	  Program	  Manager	  
State	  Coastal	  Conservancy	  
1330	  Broadway,	  13th	  Floor	  
Oakland,	  CA	  94612	  
	  
RE:	  Support	  for	  Greenbelt	  Alliance’s	  At	  Risk	  project	  
	  
Dear	  Ms.	  Hutzel:	  
	  
The	  Santa	  Clara	  Valley	  Open	  Space	  Authority	  is	  pleased	  to	  support	  Greenbelt	  Alliance’s	  proposal	  
for	  a	  State	  Coastal	  Conservancy	  grant	  to	  support	  the	  2016	  update	  of	  their	  At	  Risk	  research.	  The	  	  
Open	  Space	  Authority	  preserves	  and	  invests	  in	  key	  portions	  of	  the	  natural	  environment	  to	  
balance	  continuing	  urban	  development.	  To	  balance	  urban	  development,	  it	  is	  critical	  for	  us	  to	  
understand	  where	  development	  is	  likely	  to	  occur,	  and	  how	  that	  development	  relates	  to	  key	  
natural	  resource	  areas.	  	  
	  
Greenbelt	  Alliance	  is	  proposing	  to	  update	  its	  signature	  At	  Risk:	  the	  Bay	  Area	  Greenbelt	  research	  
for	  2016.	  At	  Risk	  measures	  the	  imminence	  of	  development	  on	  open	  space	  through	  evaluation	  
of	  risk	  factors	  and	  policies	  that	  guide	  development	  on	  Bay	  Area	  open	  space.	  At	  Risk	  also	  
catalogues	  many	  of	  the	  open	  space	  values	  of	  greenbelt	  lands	  (e.g.	  wildlife	  habitat,	  water	  
resources,	  recreational	  areas,	  and	  important	  farm	  and	  ranch	  lands).	  
	  
At	  Risk	  is	  a	  key	  tool	  for	  protecting	  the	  Bay	  Area’s	  greenbelt	  of	  natural	  and	  agricultural	  lands	  by	  
giving	  conservation	  organizations,	  policy	  makers	  and	  elected	  officials	  a	  clearer	  picture	  of	  what	  
lands	  could	  be	  lost.	  Support	  from	  the	  State	  Coastal	  Conservancy	  will	  allow	  Greenbelt	  Alliance	  to	  
update	  At	  Risk	  for	  2016,	  ensuring	  that	  Bay	  Area	  land	  managers	  and	  decision-‐makers	  are	  using	  
the	  most	  up-‐to-‐date	  information	  to	  inform	  more	  thoughtful	  development	  and	  	  smart	  
conservation	  planning	  and	  investments,	  and	  maximizing	  the	  effectiveness	  of	  these	  linked	  
actions.	  
	  
We	  strongly	  encourage	  you	  to	  support	  this	  project.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  

	  
Andrea	  Mackenzie	  
General	  Manager	  
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