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City of Ferndale
i g ST !

September 14, 2015

To: California’s Proposition 1 Grant Programs

Re: Support Letter for the 2016 Construction Season for the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration
Project

To Whom It May Concern,

The City of Ferndale is very supportive of the Humboldt County Resource Conservation
District’s Proposition 1 proposal of restoring further reaches of the Salt River. We recognize the
tremendous potential to enhance fish and wildlife habitat by restoring the historic Salt River
channel and estuary, while at the same time greatly reducing the duration of flooding in the
project area. The loss of the Salt River and Francis Creek channels in the Eel River Delta has led
to significant flooding problems which impose severe economic burdens on farmers and
residents in the project area. The routine flooding also imperils the safe operation of the City of
Ferndale’s wastewater treatment plant. This facility depends on upon the success of the Salt
River Ecosystem Restoration Project and especially the project footprint this proposal describes.
In this sense, the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project will be a win-win for the environment
and agriculture, and for Ferndale area residents.

We respectfully encourage you to support The Humboldt County Resource Conservation
District’s efforts to restore the Salt River and Francis Creek channels; for its habitat restoration,
flood damage reduction, and economic revitalization potentials.

Sincerely,

(7 < !

;if/("'Jay Parrish
“SCity’'Manager

834 Main Street * P.O. Box 1095 * Ferndale, CA 95536
Phone (707) 786-4224 * Fax (707) 786-9314
Email: citymanager@ci.ferndale.ca.us * Web page: http://ci.ferndale.ca.us
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

MAILING ADDRESS: 1106 SECOND STREET, EUREKA, CA 95501-0579
AREA CODE 707

ARCATA-EUREKA AIRPORT TERMINAL PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING CLARK COMPLEX
McKINLEYVILLE SECOND & L ST., EUREKA HARRIS & H ST., EUREKA
FAX 839-3596 FAX 445-7409 FAX 445-7388
AVIATION 839-5401 ADMINISTRATION 445-7491 NATURAL RESOURCES 445-7741 LAND USE 445-7205
BUSINESS 445-7652 NATURAL RESOURCES PLANNING 267-9540
ENGINEERING 445-7377 PARKS 445-7651

FACILITY MAINTENANCE 445-7493 ROADS & EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE 445-7421

September 15, 2015
To: California Proposition 1 Restoration Grant Program

Subject:  Support Letter for the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project Components

Dear Proposal Reviewer:

I am writing to convey strong support for the Humboldt County Resource Conservation District’s funding
Proposition 1 proposal to support the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project (SRERP). The County of
Humboldt recognizes the tremendous potential to enhance fish and wildlife habitat by restoring the historic
Salt River channel and estuary, while at the same time greatly reducing the duration and severity of flooding
in the project area. The loss of the Salt River channel through sedimentation has led to significant flooding
problems which impose severe economic burdens on farmers and residents in the project area, as well as
adversely affecting County roads and bridges. The Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project will thus deliver
substantial benefits for the environment, agriculture, and public infrastructure.

In support of the project, Humboldt County Public Works is currently replacing the crossing over Francis
Creek at Port Kenyon Road, which is included in the SRERP’s larger design plans, in order to improve
anadromous fish passage and enhance flow conveyance. In 2010 and 2011, Humboldt County Public Works
implemented emergency projects to alleviate the public safety hazard on Port Kenyon Road associated with
flooding and sedimentation. This was also designed to temporarily provide water quality benefits by
increasing in-channel flows, improving mixing, and increasing dilution of the City of Ferndale wastewater
discharge, and to enhance fish habitat conditions by improving passage and reducing the risk of stranding.
However, these efforts are only partial solutions to the systems’ problems and would fully benefit from the
implementation of the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project.

Humboldt County has worked closely with the Humboldt County RCD on their Salt River programs and
projects. The Humboldt County RCD has a strong track record of working with local residents, agricultural
producers, public agencies, and non-profit organizations. With the Conservancy’s strong and longstanding
support, the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project has achieve substantial success in the initial
construction phases. However, the work is incomplete and must continue to achieve sustainable conditions.
Humboldt County supports the Humboldt County RCD’s funding application, and we look forward to
continuing the work to achieve the vision of a dynamic, resilient, and thriving Salt River.

Sincerely,

Hank Seemann
Deputy-Director (Environmental Services)




JARED HUFFMAN

2nD DisTRICT, CALIFORNIA

COMMITTEE ON
NATURAL RESOURCES

WATER, POWER, AND OCceaNS — RANKING MEMBER
FEDERAL LANDS
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSIT

WATER RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT
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- WASHINGTON OFFICE

1630 LongwoRTH House OFFICE BUILDING

Congress of the United States
PHouse of Representatives
Washington, DE 20515-0502

WasHINGTON, DC 20515
PHONE: (202) 225-5161
Fax: (202) 225-5163

wessITE: huffman.house.gov

September 14, 2015

Charles Bonham, Director

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
1416 9™ Street, 12" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Support Letter for the 2016 Implementation of the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project
Dear Mr. Bonham:

[ write to express my continued support for the Humboldt County Resource Conservation
District’s efforts to restore the channel of the Salt River, an important tributary of the Eel River
in the northern part of my congressional district.

By restoring vital wetlands and riparian habitat and rehabilitating the Salt River channel, their
work provides remarkable benefits to the fish and wildlife of the Eel River and Salt River
watersheds. The project is also vital to preventing flooding and increasing agricultural
productivity. These efforts will substantially help private landowners, wildlife and the salmon
and steelhead fisheries of the Eel River basin and the larger region.

Thank you for your full and fair consideration of this important project to increase the value of

the vital Eel River estuary and watershed.

Sincerely,

Al

Member of Congress

SAN RAFAEL

999 FIFTH AVENUE, SuITe 290
San Raraer, CA 94901
PHONE: (415) 258-9657

Fax: (415) 258-9913

PETALUMA

206 G STREET, #3
PeTaLuma, CA 94952
Prone: (707) 981-8967
Fax: (415) 2568-9913

UKIAH

559 Low Gar Roap
UkiaH, CA 95482
PHoONE & Fax: (707) 671-7449

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

FORT BRAGG

430 NORTH FRANKLIN STREET
P.0O. Box 2208
ForT BRAGG, CA 95437
PHowe: (707) 962-0933
Fax: (707) 962-0905

EUREKA
317 THIRD STREET, SUITE 1
Eureka, CA 95501
PHoNE: (707) 407-3585
Fax: (707) 407-3559
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This recent support letter is in support of project
elements , however it is for a different grant

@ program.

Coastal

Conservancy

June 30, 2015

To: NOAA Restoration Center/NOAA Fisheries
Coastal Ecosystem Resiliency Grants Program
1315 East West Highway, Rm 14853

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Subject: Letter of support for Restoring Critical Ecosystem Function to the Eel River Delta
To Whom It May Concern:

The Coastal Conservancy strongly supports the Humboldt County Resource Conservation
District’s proposal for Restoring Critical Ecosystem Function to the Eel River Delta. The 2016
construction season for the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project represents a crucial step
towards restoring historic habitat in the Salt River Watershed portion of the Eel River Delta.

In 2014 the Eel River Delta was nationally recognized by the National Fish Habitat Action
Partnership as a “Waters To Watch.” This attention was due in large part to the landscape scale
ecosystem restoration underway along the banks of the Salt River. Among other benefits, the
project is restoring hundreds of acres of once reclaimed tidal marsh, miles of historic but fully
dysfunctional slough networks and more, all while benefitting the local agricultural economy so
important to Humboldt County and the State of California.

The State Coastal Conservancy has worked closely with the Humboldt County RCD for more
than 25 years to implement the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project. We respectfully
encourage your support of this effort.

Sincerely,

Karyn Gear
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, California 94612-2512

gy 510-286-1015 Fax: 510-286-0470
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SALT RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL

Restoring a historic waterway while preserving an agricultural heritage

saltriverwatershed.org 25 September, 2015

PO Box 778 To: Proposition | Restoration Grant Program

Ferndale, CA
95536 To Whom It May Concern,

N

The Salt River Watershed Council (SRWC) is a local 501 (c¢) 3 organization working with
residents of the Salt River Watershed community, as well as the Humboldt County Re-
source Conservation District (HCRCD) and other partners and stakeholders, to restore the
Salt River. The eleven SRWC board members are each landowners and land managers
who volunteer their time to identify and look for solutions to resource issues within the
Salt River watershed. The specific purposes for which the SRWC is organized are to fos-
ter education and encourage public cooperation to restore, improve, protect, and maintain
ecosystem functions, and agricultural, economic and community sustainability in the Salt
River Watershed.

Over the past several years SRWC has supported the implementation the Salt River Eco-
system Restoration Project to restore function to the watershed. This will reduce severe
flooding and ponding; improve conditions for agriculture; and enhance fish and wildlife
habitat. When construction of the restoration project is complete SRWC will ultimately
assume responsibility for helping the community monitor, maintain and manage the resto-
ration effort in perpetuity.

The importance this project has to the community, local government, and to fish and wild-
life is immense. The SRWC supports the HCRCD's proposal for the proposed 2016 con-

struction season, planning and monitoring, and would like to convey its commitment to
the success of this project.

Sincerely,

‘A/—

Jay Russ, Chairman

Board of Directors

Salt River Watershed Council
Ferndale, CA
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